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Shri S. N. Das: May I k.iow whether 
there has been an  increase  in the 
intensity of the work of implement­
ing all tne recommendations?

Sard̂r Swaran Sin§rh: So far as we
are concerned, we have  always been 
doing intensive work for recovery. It 

is not as if, as a result of this, we have 
intensified our efforts; we have always 
done our best and we continue to do 

our best.

Sardar Hukam Singh: May I know 
whether the Government have seen 
statement in the Press by a spokesman 
of Pakistan that they have recovered 
all the abducted persons and returned 
them?

Sardar Swaran Singh: I had  occa­
sion to see something that was report­
ed in the Press. Beyond that, there is 
nothing that has been officially com- 
tnunirated to us on that matter.

Sardar Hukam Singh:  May I know
whether the  Government have  any 

information whether any of the 2,000 
abducted girls that were in the cus­
tody of the officers in the Secretariat 
of Pakistan at  Karachi  and whose 
particulars had all been given have 
been recovered?

sardar Swaran Singh: I require no­
tice.
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Shri L. N. Mishra: From the pro­

gress Report,  it  appears  that  the 
shortfall m the working of the Plan 

has been higher in percentage in res­
pect of Part B and Part C States. May 
1 know whether any special attention 

has been given to the question of the 
availability of technical personnel, etc., 
for those States?

Shri S, N. Mishra: It is true that the 

tempo of development in those areas 
has been somewhat slower and one of 
the reasons, as assigned by the hon. 
Member, is the lack of technical and 
administrative personnel.  Proper at­
tention is being given to it.  In fact, 
the Planning Commission had already 
recommended a Central Development 
cadre which would benefit those areas.
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Pilgrimage

*1479. Shrl  Krishnacharya Joshi: 
Will the Prime Minister be pleased to 
state:

(a) the total number of  Indians 

who went to  foreiim  countries  on 
pilgrimage during 1954; and

(b) the amount incurred by  Gov­
ernment thereon?

The Deputy MlLnister of  External 
Affairs  ($hri Anil K. Chanda):  (a)

Information received so far from the 
State Governments shows that approxi­
mately 13,566 Indians went to foreigD 

countries on pilgrimage during 1A54.

(b) approximately Rs. 12,754/-.

Shrl Krishnacharya Joshi:  May  I

know whether, in view of the fact that 
pilgrimage is a religious affair, how 
far it is consistent with the  secular 
policy of the State to incur expendi­
ture on pilgrimages?

The Prime Minister and  Minister 
of External Affairs and Defence (Shri 
Jawaharlal Nehru): The money spent 
by us is almost entirely  on  medical 
facilities to see that infections, etc., 

do not spread.  If there is Magh Mela 
in Allahabad, we do not spend money 

over religious matters but on organi­
sing it properly, so that unfortunate 
occurrences might not take place.

Shri  Krishnacharya  Joshi:  What
facilities are given to Sikhs who go to 
Pakistan and Muslims who go to Haj?

Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru: It may per­

haps interest the House to know the 
names of places, the countries, abroad 

to which pilgrims from India go. One 
lot goes to Haj, Saudi Arabia,  Iraq, 

Iran, Syria, Jordbn,  Lebanon; an­
other lot  goes to  Palestine, Egypt, 
Turkey, Israel, Persian Gulf; another 
lot to Pakistan, Burma and  Ceylon 
and  Tibet;  then  another to Ital> 
France.
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