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whom are Ayurvaile apeciallata aond
one is an allopathic doctor.

Shel T. K Chaudhurl: Apert from
Doctors or Ayurvedic experta, I want
to know apecificaily the number of
pharmacognicists and pharmaceutical
cbemista.

tl I have mo
information as to that.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The Question
hour is over.

Some Hon. Membera: No no: we
started at 10 o'clock today.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I am sorry;
anyhow, thig question is over. Mr. Bal-
mik)!l.i not in his seat. Mr. K, P. Tri-
pat

IMPORT OF ORANGES AND POTATOES
oF Knast HiLLs

*1172. Shri K. P. Tripathl: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether due to Intensificatlon
of boycott of import of oranges and
potatoes of Khasi Hills by Pakistan,
the growers in the border region are
in dlstress;

(b) if so, what relief measures Gov-
en:lment propose to take in the matter:
an

(c) what long terin plan, if any.
Government have drawn up for such
contingencies in this area?

T‘he Minlster of Alrlcultnre (Dr.

S. Deshmukh): (a) The producers
ot oranges and potatoes are experlenc-
ing dificulties in marketing their
duce owing to dislocation of establish-
ed markeis consequent on partition.

(b) and (c). A team of experts
on refrigeration was aent to Assam
recently to explore means of proft-
able disposal of oranges and poie-
toes grown in the Khasl Hills. Certain
immediate and long term measures
have been suggested in their report
which are under consideration of Gov-
ernment.

Shri K. P. Tripathl: What are the
immediate steps taken by the Govern.
ment to relleve the difficultiea?

Dr. P. 8. Deabmukh: No steps have
a0 far been taken; but they wlll be ta-
ken as soon as possible,

8brl K. P. Trtpatbl: Are Government
aware of the conditions in which the
people are llving almost on roots for
the time belng?
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Dr. P. 8. Deshmpukb: It has been re-
ported that there §¢ much

Shri 6armah: What are the imme-
diate measures recommended by thiz
expert team?

Dr, P, 8. Deshmukb: The main re-
commendations made in the report are
as follows:

(i) Establishment of a grading and
Juice extraction Centre and Intensléica~
tion of air lift of the first grade fruits
to Calcutta; () Establishment of a
cold storage warehouse and fruit and
vegetable processlng factory at Gau-
hatl; this schemes la estimated to coat
14 lakhs of rupees; (iil) the provision
of Iincreased transport facilities by
road, rail and river and reduction in
the freight charges for perishables.

Shri Sarmah: What measures are ta_
ken in respect of the recommendation
for immedijate steps, namely. air lift
and transport facilities?

Dr. P. S. Deabmukh: As I said in my
reply, the matter 1is under considera-
tion of Government,

Shrl K. P, Tripathi: May we under-
stand that no steps have been taken
till now in spite of the fact that last
year there was air lift and no air lift
has taken place this year?

Dr. P. 8. Desbmukh: The whole
situation has arisen only recently. So
far as this year Is concerned, there has
not been sufficient time to implement
those recommendations, They will be
implemented as early as possible.

Shri Sarmah: In view of the fact that
oranges are perishable commodities
and the season is very short in the .
border of Khasl Hills, how long wil}
Government take in consideration and
coming to a decision?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri Kidwal): L.ast year and
year before last, we were asked by the
Assam Government to arrange for air
lift and it was done. This year, such
a request was not recelved. When the
Prime Minister came back from Assam,
he spoke to me and he also sent a com.
mittee. He said something must be
done to give relief to the orange grow-
ers and potato growers. Immediately.
we sent an officer. We are immediate-
1¥ undertaking a refrigeration plant
and other things so that losses may
not occur agaln.

Shri K. P. Tripathl: Is it a fact that
Pakistan has recently stopped all trade
between India and Pakistan in the
Khasl border, and if so whether still
limestone Is belng ailoxved to pass into
Pakistan for the preparation of
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cement? In view of the fact that they
have stopped ali trade, are the Gov-
ernment conslderlng the stoppage of
the passage of limestone to Pakistan
until the trade reopens?

Shrl Kidwal: That I don’t know, but
I know that Pakistan has restricted
its imports recently from a!ll coun-
tries. They have put an import duty
of 36 per cent. on oranges, and there-
fore. the orange trade ls completely
stopped.

Shri K. P. Tripathl rose

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is all argu-
mentative.

Shrl 8. C. Deb: Is the hon. Minister
aware of the condition of the orange
growers In Lushai-Hills and do the
Government propose to do something
to afford rellef to the growers there?

Sbri K. G. Dealrmukb: Have Gov-
ernment any idea of the (Juantity of
the ,oranges that are grown in this
area? T

Dr, P. 8. Deshmukh: The value of
the produce In these districts Is esti-
mated to he ln the meigbbourhood of
Rs. 2% crores.

Sbrimat{ Khoagmesn: The hon.
Minister said that no request was re-
ceived by the Government. May I en-
quire whether the Prime Mjinister bad
not received a number of representa-
tions to this effect?

Dr. P. S. Desbmukb: This has al-
ready been-replied to. ‘The Prime
Minister had seen the situation when
he went there. and it was on bis pug-
gestlon that all thede steps hove been

akep_

WiLLINGoON HosetTAL. DErai

114 Shrlmatl. Benu Cbakravartty:
(a) WIII the Minister of Heaith be
pleased to state whether the Wiliing-
don Hospital. Deihi, is to be taken
over by the Central Government and
1f so. fcr what purposes?

(b) What are the financial commit-
ments of Govertnent on this account?

The Deputy Miunister of Health
(Shrimatl Chandrasekhar): (a) Yes.
such a proposal is under consideration
in order to Implement a scheme of ex-
pansion of the Hospital and Nursmg
Home which forms part nf the Five
Year Plan of the Central Governmeot.
it 13 also proposed to make use of the
¥osoital for the purpose «f a Con-
tributory Health Service Scheme for
Central Government Servants which
-has been approved by the Government
of India.
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(b) The financlal implications of the
proposal are heing examioed.

Shrimall Renn Chakravarity: How
many beds will be added to the Hospi-
tal after it has been taken over?

Shrimati Chandcasekhar: 1 have no
idea.

Shrimatl Benu Chakravartty: How
many of these will be reserved .for
treatment of Class III and Class IV
servants of the Government of Indla?

Sbrimati Chandrasekbar: It has not
yet been decided.

Sbrimati Renu Chakravartty: May
we know whether the Municipality at
all agreed to glve it over to the Cecn-
tral Government?

Shrimatl Chandrasekbar: 1 think
they have agreed to-hand it over to
the Central Government.

Sbrimati Renu Chakravartty: When
do you propose to take it over?

Shrima¥ Chandrssekar:
are under consideration now.

Shrimati Benu Clakravartty: What
are the specisl facflities to be added
to this Hospital? 5

The Minluter & Food and Agrieni-
ture (Shri Kidwal): Whatever Is neces-
sary.

Barimati Chaagdrasekbar: The num-
ber of bedg will be increased, and
some other fmproved f.acliitles wil be
offered.

' Mr. Deputy-Spesker: It is too pre-
mature, Taking over is the first thing.
Atddlnx to the facliltles is the next
step.

Sbrimati Bena Chakravartty: I
thought it was part of the plan.

Shrl B, S. Murtby: Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to make this
?d‘m,odel hospital for the whole of
ndia? .

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: These are ail
hypothetical matters.

Dr. Rama Bao: May' I know why
the Central Government want to ask
the Dethl Government and the Delhi
Municipa! Corporation for their hospi-
tal instead of buildlng their own new
hospital?

Shrimat] Chbandrasekhar: In 1949,
the Government of India considered
that the capacity and the fauciiltles of
the Willingdon Hospita) and the Nurs-
ing Home should be increased as there
was a growing demand. They thought
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