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purchase  of  tonnage  from 
abroad;

(5) arranging for ships to be built 
at yisakhapatnam ship-buUd- 
ing yard for sale  to  Indian 
Upping  Companies  on ,tn- 
stalment basis; and

(6) providing Rs.  15  crores  for
Indian shipping in the  Five- 
Year Plan for adding 175,000 
GET to the  Indian tonnage 
by the end of* the  Planni<Dg 
period. .

As a result of these measures,  the 
ŵned tonnage of Indian shipping has 
now increased to 4-2 lakhs GRT as 
<x)mpared  with only about 1*5 lakhs 
-GRT early in 1947.  This  expansion 
has enabled Indian shipping to carry 
about 9Q  per  cent,  of  the  Indian 
coastal trade and to secure a more or 
less firm foothold in some of  the im
portant overseas trades of the country.

Shri V. P. Nayar: What is the pre
sent tonnage of Indian shipping in the 
total shipping plying India’s  coastal 
and overseas trade?

Slui L. B. Shâi:  On the coastal
side. Indian  shipping is  doing  the 
whole coastal trade—about 96 per cent. 
In regard to overseas shipping, I  am 
sorry, I cannot give the exact percent
age.

Shri V. P. Nayar:  Is it not a fact 
-that Indian shipping  interests  have 
repeatedly requested the Government 
to use their  good  offices to  acquire 
new ships especially from the United 
States?  What action has the Govern
ment taken on such requests?

Shri L. B. Shastri:  It is true that
they made requests, and as I have said 
in the reply, we have tried to  help 
them.  So far as overseas  shipping 
is  concerned,  we  have recently,  a 
month ago, sanctioned to give them a 
loan at a very cheap rate of interest, 
about 2h per cent. -

Shri V. P. Nayar: Would the Gov
ernment tell us the actual freight  on 
foodgrains paid to Indian shios and 
to ships of other countries in 1951?

Shri L. B. Shastri:  I cannot give
the exact figure,  I think  the  hon. 
Member  wants  information  about 
foreign ships which carried foodgrains. 
It will be somewhere about 50 crores.

Shri V, P, Navar:  ’t not a fact
tnai when uie uoA  Sjid  about 1113 
war-time built shins, Indian shipping 
couia get only a mere 15 ships?

Shri L. B. Shastri: In fact, a pro
posal was made for the  purchase  of 
ships m connection with the  import 
of foodgrains.  But it  was  thought 
that they could not be acquired thoi 
decause the prices of ships registered 
a steep rise.  The proposal was there
fore aroppeu.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know whe
ther the Gavemment are contemplat
ing to take any steps  to  break  the 
choking stranglehold  of foreign ship
ping  interests  over  India’s  foreign 
traae?  *

Mr. Speaker:  That is too wide a
Question.

Shri Nambiar: May I  know  wne- 
ther  there is any  difference in  the 
freît paid between Indian ships and 
foreign ships?

Shri L. B. Shastri: I require notice.

Shri  N.  SrM̂ tan Nair:  How
many ships are built every year  in 
the Indian ship-building yard?  .

Mr. Speaker: I think that is an oft- 
repeated  question  and  has  oeen 
replied to more than once.

Shri Damodara Menon:  Has any
Shippmg company actually  taken  a 
loan from the Government as a result 
of  this offer?  If  so.  what  is  the 
amount?

Shri L. B. Shastri:  As I said, in
fact, this decision was taken only last 
month.  It is expected that they  will 
come forward to take the loan now.

Venereal  Disease

Shri V. P. Nayar:  WiU  the
Minister of  Health  be  pleased  to 
state:

(a) the nated number ot patî
ents suffering from venereial diseases 
in India at present;

(b) whether  Government  have 
taken  any steps to eradicate  this 
disease and if so. what those steps
are:

(c) to what percentage of  persons 
suffering from venereal disease is free 
treatment  made  available  in  the 
various hospitals under Governments;

(d) what is the number of venereal 
patients treated in the various Gov
ernment hospitals in the years 1950 
and 1951; and

(e) what is the number of doctors 
who have specialised in dermatology 
in the service of the State and Cratral 
Governments?
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The Minister of Health (BMkumari 
Amrtt Kanr): (a) No statistics are
available

(b) A statement is  placed  on  the 
Table of the House.  [See  Appendix
II. annexure No. 22]

(c)Almost  all  persons  suff̂ing
from venereal diseases who visit Gov- 
er«iment Hospitals as outpatients are 
jriven free treatment  In some State 
hospitals the well-to-do patients  are, 
however, required  to  pay  for  the 
treatment.

(d) The number of paftients treated 
in 1950 was 7,39.114 and  in  1951  It 
was 10,49.500.

(e) The number of  dermatologists 
in the service of State Governments is 
62.  No  dermatologist  is  employed 
under the Central Government.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know what 
are the regions in India where  sudi 
venereal diseases are most prevalent?

The Deputy  Minister 4if  Health 
(Shrlmati Chandrasekhar):  I require
notice.
Shri V. P. Nayar: Is it a fact that 

"Vecentiy a team of  WHO  Specialists 
conducted some blood tests in  some 
regions of Delhi?  What was the peî 
centage of people who were found  to
nave venereal diseases in such tests in 
Delhi? .

Shrlmati Chandrasekhar: I have no
information.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know whe
ther it is a fact that the Delhi State
Government is still licensing prostitu
tion, and whether , there are over 1.000 
such licences now?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Shri V. P. Nayar: I am asking these 
questions only in the best interests of
the public health of the country.

Mr. Speaker: I quite understand;
every Member is asking questions in 
the public interests. .

Shri V. P. Nayar: I do not want to
embarrass the hon. Minister at allTSir.

Mr. Speaker:  __
fhe administration of the

Let us not go into 
Delhi State.

Shri B. S. Murthy: May  I know
whether the  ftgur**  given  includes 
patients treated under the indigenous 
systems?

Shrimati Chandrasekhar: No.

Sto M. Khuda Baksh: May I know
what IS the  incidence  of  venerê
diseases in the different provinces?

Shrimati Chandrasekhar: Notice.

Bajkiimari Amrit Kanr: May 1
say, Sir, in 1933 when a survey was
done, the incidence was supposed to
be in the neighbourhood  of 37 per 
thousand of  the population.  There 
are no figures to show where the in
cidence is highest.

Fishing Banks

•322. Shri V, P. Nayar. Will the 
Minister of Food and Agricnltare be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any thorough  survey
of the fishing banks off the coast of
India has been made so far by Gov
ernment; and .

(b) whether  any  hydrobiological 
data of such fishing banks have been 
collected so far?

The Bfinister of Agrieoltnre  (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmnkh): (a) No, but preli
minary surveys of restricted nature- 
were  conducted  in  the  past  bŷ 
Bombay, Madras and  Bengal;  and
mtore systematic  surveys are  now" 
being  conducted by  the Deep  Sea 
Fisliinj Station of Government of India 
between Bombay and Saurashtra.

(b) Yes, some data have been col
lected based oa studies at  Madras, 
Mandapam, Tuticorin, Calicut, Karwar 
and to some extent at Bombay.  These 
data relate mainly to coastal  condi
tions.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May  I know
whether in these surveys any sampl
ing of deep sea fish and squid popula
tion have been taken?

Dr. P. S. i: Yes. Sir.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know whe
ther in the surveys of fishing bankŝ 
the Navy has been of any help to the- 
Government?  .

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: 'Yes. Sir̂ in 
some parts, we have taken the assis
tance of the Navy,

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know wtie- 
ther in the survey of the Wadge Bank 
off  the  coast of Travancore-Cochin, 
the Navy has rendered  any help itt 
the collection of  either hydrological 
data or biological data?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: To a certain̂ 
extent they have.  But, we have not
been able to go far into the sea for
lack of proper equipment, which may 
be possible a littie later.

,  Shri B. S. Murthy: May I know
whether the Madras Government are 
proposing to have a fishing bank, and




