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know the selection  is done by the 
State Governments and the candidates 
are then accepted by the Nursing Col
lege here.

Supply of bad Wheat and Rice at 
Delhi Ration Depots

*189. Shri A. N. Vidyalaiikar: Will 
the Minister of Food and Agricnltare
be pleased to state;

(a) whether the  attention of Gov
ernment  has been  drawn  to the 
general complaint that the quality of 
wheat, atta and rice  generally sup
plied at' the Ration Depots in Delhi 
is not good;

(b) whether  this  complaint  was 
carefully examined and facts ascer
tained;

(c) whether it is a fact  that  the 
foreign wheat and  rice supplied at 
the Delhi Ration Depots are of very 
inferior quality and contain less nutri
tious elements; and

(d) what action  Government pro
pose to take in the matter?

The Deimty Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Sliri M. V. KrKlinappa):
(a) to (d). There have been such com
plaints occasionally,  and they have 
been examined.  The facts are that 
there was nothing inherently wrong 
with the quality of the rice or wheat 
or wheat atta supplied from the Ra
tion Shops; but consumers have shown 
preference to the indî nous varieties. 
Complaints arose mainly because of 
the flavour of the rice which, at one 
time, was in issue, and because the 
look of the wheat was less acceptable 
to the consumers.

As a further check on  quality of 
foodgrains issued, arrangements have 
been made for screening and cleaning 
foodgrains; and Gazetted Officers have 
been posted at the  Issue  Depots to 
check quality before issue to A.R.Ds,

Shri A. N. Vidyalankar; Is it a fact 
that a considerable quantity of rotten 
and worm-eaten grains were dumped 
into the ration shops at Delhi?

Shri M. T. Krishnappa: It was not
worm-eaten grain.  It was  imported 
wheat.  The imported wheat  always 
looks inferior to indigenous varieties.. 
Before the 15th of June, we were sup
plying indigenous wheat to the Delhi 
people.  When we switched on to the 
imported wheat, there was a marked 
difference in the look of the grain.
So, there was some dissatisfaction ex
pressed by the people.  Immediately, 
we attended to that.

Shri A. N. Vidŷ nkar Did it look 
inferior or was it teally InJeritort

Shri M. V. Mrisfanappa:̂ It looked in
ferior m colour.

Sbri A. N. Vidyalankar: Why was
most of the foreign grain dumped into 
Delhi ration shops only?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: No; it is noi
dumped.  Foreign  grain will be ex
hausted  by the  end of  December. 
From early January, we are getting 
indigenous varieties of wheat for sup
ply in Delhi.  Hon. Member must know 
we are also living in Delhi.  It not 
only comes to the notice of the Gov
ernment, we will have to exoerience 
if anything goes wrong here.
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Damage to Food Crops

*190. Sbrt A. N. Vidyalankar: Will
the Minister of Food and Agricnltnre
be pleased to state:

(a) the extent of the damage caus- 
jRd by recent floods and other causes 
in various parts of India (State-wise);

(b) the extent of the damage caused
to  (i) crops:  and (ii)  agricultural
lands; and

(c) the extent of help directly given 
by the Central  Government or pro
posed to be given?

The Minister of Agricaitiire (Dr. P. 
S. Deshmnkh): (a) and (b). A state
ment giving the available information 
is placed on the Table of the House. 
[See Appendix I, annexure No. 47]

(c)  At the reauest of the Govern
ments al Assam and Manitmr 15.000 
maunds of rice  were  allotted  to 
Assam and 4.000 maunds to Manipur 
at concessional rate to be distributed 
among the affected people at Rs. 15. 
per maund.

Bliri A. N. Vidyalankar: Was  any
grant given to the State Governments 
also as help?

Dr. P. S. Deshmokh: No, Sir.
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Shri A. N. Tĵ alnikar: Was any re
quest for help deceived by the Central 
Government from the State Govern
ments?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): The Assam Gov- 
ernmcni asked us to allot some rice 
at concessional rates  and  that has 
been done.

Shr! T. K. Chandhnri:  With refer
ence to the other causes referred to 
in part (a) of the question, has the 
attention of the  Government  been 
drawn to a peculiar disease which has 
attacked the rice crop in Burdwan, 
Murshidabad,  Southern 24 Parganas 
and other districts?  What is the re
port of the Grovernment, if the Gov
ernment has got any reoort in that 
respect?  It is a widespread disease 
which has caused a lot of damage to 
the crop.

Dr. P. S. Deshmnkfa: If my friend 
is referring to rice bug  which  has 
been reported from various places, I 
may  inform the  House that  very 
prompt action was taken in  every 
case and whatever insecticide as well 
as apparatus was available, was sup
plied immediately.

Shri K. K. Basa: is the Govern
ment satisfied with the steos to pre
vent diseases? '

Dr. P. S. Drahmvkh: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: It is a matter of opi
nion.

ShH T. K. Ghandlniri: Our attention 
was drawn to a Press reoort that the 
Agricultural Research Denartment of 
the Government of Bengal was at a 
loss to know whether the disease to 
which I am referring was a physiolo
gical one or caused by any pest.  Is 
there any report at the disposal of the 
Government on this subject?  .

Dr. P. S. DeshffioUt: I am unable to 
say.

Karwar-Hubli Railway Line

*191. Shri R. a Dnbey;  (a)  Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state whether It is  a fact that the 
Government of Bombay have recomr 
mended the construction of Karwar- 
Hubli Railway line?

(b) Is it a fact that the Kamatak 
Chamber of  Commerce  and other 
public bodies are demanding the cons
truction of this line?
(c) If so, What action do Govern

ment propose to take in the matter?

5*̂ Miidster of Railways and Trans
port (Sliil t. B. ShHStrt): (a) The re
ply is in the aUfrmatlVe.

2̂

m  Yes.

An out-agency has been open-- 
ed at Karwat* with Hubli as the serv
ing railway station to meet the pre
sent traffic needs of the area. Before 
further arction is taken Government 
would like to watch the working of 
the out-agency for some time.

Shri R. G. Dnbey: May I know what 
are the governing  considerations In' 
fixing up the priority in undertaking 
new railway lines?

Shri L. B. Shastrl: We had certain 
principles on the basis of which prio
rity was gi'»̂en before.  But. with the 
new Five Year  Plan, of course,  we 
have to draw up our programmes in
consultation with the Planning Com
mission, now, because we will have to 
give nriority to those Railway lines 
to which the  Planning  Commission 
attaches  greater  importance.  Sup
pose there is a new mine to be deve
loped or a new factory opened. Rail
way lines will have to be provided for 
these places first.

Shri R. G. Dnbey: Is it not s fact 
that  the  oresent  arrangement  in 
Hubli district is not able to cope with 
the growing volume of traffic in that 
region?

Shri L. B. Shastri: As I have said 
just now. we will have to await the- 
report of the working of the out- 
agency.

Shri P. T. Chacko:  May  I know
whether,  when new  lines are con
structed, Government will lay them as- 
broad gauge?

Shri L. B. Shastri: It certainly die- 
pends on the circumstances whether 
we should have broad gauge or metre 
gauge.

Shri Bogawat: What is the length 
of the Karwar-HubU line?

Shri L. B. Shastri: The hon. Mem
ber should know it better than my
self.

Shri Bogawat: I do not know; there
fore, I am asking.

Mr.  Speaker:  Order,  order.  Mr.
Nanadas.

Shri Nanadas: May I know whether 
new Railway lines  are  constructed 
only on the  recommendation of  the 
State Governments?

Shri L. B. Shastri: The State Gov
ernments are certainly consulted and, 
of course, due weight is given to their ' 
opinion.




