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$hri L. B. Shastri: It is difficult to 
say anything about that.

Industrial  Disputes

♦177. Dr. Bam Sabhaff Sin«rli:  (a)
Will the Minister of Lafoonr l>e pleased 
to state the number of- industrial dis
putes falling within the Central Gov
ernment’s sphere resulting  in work 
f stoppages since the beginning of the 
current financial year?

(b) How does this figure  compare 
with the figure for the corresponding
» period of last year?

(c) What has been the total number 
of man-days lost so far in these indus
trial disputes this year as compared 
to last year?

The Minister of Labour (Shri V. V.
Giri): (a) to (c). Information is being 
collected and will  be placed on the 
Table of the House.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
how long it would take to collect the 
information?

Shri V. V. Girl: At the most three 
weeks.

Shri K. K. Basu:  May we expect
the information before the end of this 
session?

Shri V. V. Giri: Certainly.  ^

Mr. Speaker: Provided the session
does not end before three weeks.

Shri K. K. Basu: Who knows?—it 
may be extended.

Land  Armies

*178. Shri M.  S.  Gurupadaswamy:
(a)  Will the  Minister of Food  and 
Agriculture be pleased to state whe
ther Government propose  to discon
tinue land armies?

(b)  If so, what are the reasons for 
<he same?

The Minister of  Agriculture  (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukh): (a) No.

 ̂(b) Does not arise.

Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy: May I
know whether  the  Government is 
aware that two weeks ago there was 
a press report to the effect that Gov
ernment is contemplating  to disconti
nue the land army?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I am afraid
the press report is incorrect.

Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy: May I
know how many acres of land have

been newly brought under cultivation 
by this land amy?

Dr. P S. Dê miikh:  *niis orgam-
sation is of recent origin  and there 
has not been sufficient time for it to 
show a large acreage, but I can give 
an idea of the  things it has done. 
Land armies have been organised  in 
more than half a dozen States and in 
some  places  they  have  de-silted 
drains, constructed roads, planted trees, 
eradicated  weeds  and  done  similar 
work which goes to improve agricul
tural production.

Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy: May I
know the States in which these land 
armies have been started so far?

Dr. P. S.  Deabmnkli: There  are
many  States, viz.  Delhi,  Orissa, 
Assam,  Bhopal,  Vindhya  Pradesh, 
Bombay and West Bengal.

Shri Sarangadhar Das: May I know 
the total number of men in the land 
armies in aU the States just now men - 
Uoned?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: The  total
number will come to about 12.000 to
15,000.

Shri B. S. Murthy: May I know
which is the agency that controls this 
land army?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: There is  a
constitution framed for , the guidance 
of these land  armies.  There  are
various categories of people who are 
expected to take part in it.  It in
cludes officiigils, non-officials, students 
of colleges, especially  those coming 
from agricultural colWges, public men 
and so on. The ranks are divided into 
two parts: rêlars and  auxiliaries, 
and their duties and  functions are 
clearly laid down.

Pandit  Thakur  Das  Bhargava:
What is the amount of money so far 
spent on this land army?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: None at all.

Sugar Position

♦179. Shri S. C. Singhal: (a) Will 
the Minister of Food and Ax:ricnlture
be pleased to state the present posi
tion of sugar in India?

(b) Is it a fact that most of the 
sugar factories in U.P. and Bihar have 
not paid full prices of the sugar-cane 
they purchased from the cultivators 
last season?

(c) If so, how much do they owe 
to the cultivators?

The Miniŝ of  Agriculture (nr, 
P, S. Deshmukh): (a) Th« quantity of
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sugar available in  the country  at 
presoit is in excess of the  internal 
requiremcfnts to the extent of about 
3 lakh tons.

(b) Yes.
• -):

(c) The arrears of cane pntes,  on 
31st October, 1952, in UJ*. were about 
Rs. 4i  crores and  in Bihar  nearly 
Rs. 3 lakhs.
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Shri L. N. Mishra: May I know the 
price of sugar-cane'fixed for the cur
rent year?

Shri Kidwai: No price has been
fixed, because  now more sugar  is 
being produced  than  is consumed. 
Therefore,  if  there  is competition 
among the producerŝthe  consumer, 
perhaps, will get it at a cheaper rate.

Shri L. N. Mishra: Sir,  I  asked
whether any price has been fixed of 
the sugar-cane per maund?

Shri Kidwai: Rs. 1/5/- at the gate 
and Rs. 1/3/- outside stations.

Dr. Ram Subhâ  Singli: May 1
know, Sir, why the price of sugar
cane was reduced?

Shri Kidwai: The prices were re
duced because they were dispropor* 
tionately  high.  When a cultivator 
grows  food-crops  like  cereals,  he 
gets less.  Therefore the  cane area 
was unnecessarily  growing.  The re
sult was that this year there was  sa 
much cane grown that people had to 
bum it.  Therefore State Governments 
in U.P., particularly, and Bihar, had 
to  persuade  the  cane-growers  to 
continue crushing as much as pos
sible.  Besides, the prices  of sugar 
were so high, that we could not send 
any sugar outside the country.  There
fore, it was thought necessary  that 
the cane prices should be reduced.

Shrimat!  Tarkeshwari  Sinha: Is
Government aware that a sharp dis
parity has arisen due to the reduction 
in the prices of sugar in comparison 
with last year’s stock  lying in the 
factories?  May I know  what  the 
Government is doing to mitigate this 
difficulty?

Shri Kidwai: As I said by reducing 
the prices it will be possible to ex
port sugar next year  We h?.ve al
ready informed the producers that if 
they want to export sugar from the 
new produce, and as it will take time 
for the new produce to come into the 
market, sugar from the present stock 
can be released  for export on re
placement basis.

I hope that next year the prices 
would be low enough to enable us to 
export at least two to three lakh tons 
of sugar.  Already we are negotiating 
with some countries  and I hope by 
the end of this year we would be able 
to export a large stock.

“Grow More Food” Enquirt 
Committee Report

♦182. Shri S. N. Das: Will  the
Minister of Food and Agricnltare be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Report of the Grow' 
More Food Enquiry  Committee has 
been considered by Government;

(b) if so, which of the recommen
dations of the Committee have been/ 
accepted:

(c) the steps so far taken by the 
Central Government to give effect to 
the proposals accepted by them: and

(d) whether the various State Gov
ernments have taken steps to imple
ment  the recpmmendations  of the 
Committee?

The Minister of Agricaltnre  (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmnkh): (a) to (d). The re




