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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Next ques­tion. 
0£VALUATI0N OF STERUNC 

•997. Sardar Hukam Singh: Will the Minister of. Finance be pleased to state: 
(a) wh�ther the attention of the Gov­

ernment of India has been drawn to press reports published in July last re­
garding the further devaluation of 
Sterling, or its dislinking from the .\me­
rican Dollar; 

(b) whether there is .. any agreement, 
understandin1, ·or arrangement with Britain, re1arding the coune of ·the 
Exchange Ratio of the ,Indjan Rupee with the Pound Sterllni; ih ·th� ; event of any devaluation or .'the:'·latter, In· terms Cif the A'rilerlcart Dollar or ·Its 'dls­linking from that standard or currenc:r. 

(cl wh·ether -1,DY ��s · have Eleen tilkeli ot provisions' rilade; by' .the G<>V� ernment of India to .�ard a1.a.hist tli.e unilateral devaluation 'of the Pound 
Sterlin1, .which :woµld. ll!On�4" ,affect ibe vahie of India'A .,sterling Balances in IA!rma ot the American. Dollar; and 

(d) If so, what &Te thoae· steps? 
· The Mlnilter of �ve1111� "hit EQen-dlhlre (Sllrt 'l)'a,t): (Ii) Yes, Sir. 

(b> and· (c). No. Sir. 
(d) Does not arise. 
Sardar Hukam Slnp: The hon. Mln· lster must have noticed the speech· of our hon. Finance Minister In London when he said that it reo.ulres the strengthening of the sterlint:, tvfay I know whether any practical stt'ps have 

been suuested for stren1thenlng ·that? 
Shrl Tnst: I carmot really recollect 

what rny hon. friend means by re­
mindinl me of the speech, In his ori· 1lnal question he wanted to know ...... 

Sardar Bultam SIDcb: The speech 
may be left alone. I want to know whether any practical steps have been su1�ed In that conference for strengthening the Pound. 

Sbrt T. T. K.rlsbnamacbarl: The hon. 
Flmmce Minister is now In London. 1 think the House must be well assur­ed that all possible steps In the dlrec­Uon the hon. Member has !i.dicate'd would be taken by him. 

Sardar Uullam Sln1b: I only want­
ed to draw the .attention of the Gov­ernment to the speech of the hon. Fin· ance Minister because he ·had observed that the sterling had taken a plunge 
and we should see that it swlme ,and not sinks. I wan\ed to know whether 
In that conference any concrete su1· 1estions have been made. 

Shrl Tyacl: The Conference is be­Ina held in camera. In fact, as !ar as 
financial matters are con�<'rned, they cannot be discussed in ,1pen. 1'he pro­ceedings of the conference are top ser.­
ret. They are making el'f,,rts and I hope they wlll fructify. I am not In a 
position to disclose any· s�cr,its l;cC'a\1$e they arc not only the �e�rets of ihe Government of India, but the �ecrets of other Governments with, .  which I 
cannot take liberties. 

Sardar Hukam Singh: Are we to pre­
sume th�t the Government hos that ·In· formation and in the public interests, 
!t Is not 11oing tq disclose · it. or thit 1t has no Information at all? 

Mt. Deputy-Speaker: Really in such m11tters, If hon. Members want �riy more information about this matt.er. let us wait until the P'inatic:e Mfnlstir 
comes back. Th.ere ii no, llood ,•ekini aa,to. what. ls In hi1 ·mind sud what �. has. ·said there. The hon. :Minister i, not In a position to ,tve those details or if he haa then, he doea not. t.hink it desirable . to give them while .. ·the prp­
ceedinp are going on there. As soon as ·we· find there Is some tnl'Onvenlence, let us not •pursue the matter and any 
that. the hon. Minister has nvt got the Information-, etc. ' · ·· · ·' 

1ft 2'0 'fo'JO fw� : l!llT � ttir 
t f;t; � �'f $t'�,r'lft 
t ii;.: iii ffl� � � .ft-.ft m ll>'t � 
� �h� � iris. � � t �) 
llllT �,; q tt�"!tt� !f1; arh ;;irm 

� ;r('i �'TT ? 
1ft l'lltlf\ : q',T wt '1l:1lr f1'i lit 

{m1f � {� lflRi if1l'T1f � � -q 
m'f fzra 'R: (flf Ii;.: ,t t am: � lflffl' 
� !f1; �� � 'Tffl� iriT "l9' lfi'fira' 
lfil:-il if) � if �§0 "1'm <tlfifqjq.�y 
;,r(\' {rift I 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: As soon as the 

hon. Finance Minister �omes, certlinly, I .am sure, he will take the House Into confidence if there is r�ythlns to in• 
form the House. 

Shrl T. N: Slnp: l put this quea­tton because reports are appearmg in the P8P81'8 that such and such \hh?p ore beinll dona These reports are very d8'1'1gerous and they affect the market. That is why 1 out this ques­tion to know whether there is ,my fact 
In the n•ports that steps are being taken by India as well as other sterl• 
ing countries to raise the ol'lce of IC1ldT 
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� fqTtft : ,:r4\"· lf« ii> ii�� 
·(\� � fun arr �.f '  �fmt it 
�fflff � fit; � � t f-fi <!'if f�« 
iii a:q;: �" ;i- � ,lljlf am irf« ..., � 
ili �w 'l<: � �·� 1 � fl'<fi 
� amt irnm � ,� '" 
�� af.l' fl'� « It� 31"1TU� � 
ffllfT � �q"f iiflim fJr« � 

· �r lf>1 � tt. }lfpr11T° . f;;. . «r 
·:Jarr ? . 'i . =. � .� 

1ft � : � � �Hr «� � { 
f4, �-1� �;i- f{q-1� it' m t !fPf 
;f,� f'R �t ? 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Let us n.ot en­

ter Into a discussion. We know tbat 
even when top secret matters are be-. ing discussed. journalists have theJ r 
own way of Inferring things and then 
they come out. Next queslicn. 

D!CR!ARE IN POPtlLATION (ANDI.MANS) ' 

•998. Sbrl S. C. Samanta: (a) Will 
· the Minister of R-e Mairs be pleas­
ed to state what are the causes for the 
decrease in population in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands according to the 
Census of 1951 in comparison with the 
Census of 1941? 

(bl How many new persons were 
added to the population ·there by the 
scheme for c-olonisation and settlement? 

(c) ls it a fact that the non-�rku l ­
tural population In the Islands l a  more 
thao slx time, the agricultural popula· 
tloof 

(d) If so, what steps have Govern­
ment tall:en to encouraae a&rlcultural 
pursulu In order to make the Islands 
eelf-aufflcient In foodT 

fte De11,aty Mbmter ot BoMe Alralrl 
(Sbrl Da&ar): (a) The decrease In po­

pulation Is attributable to numerous 
deaths due to starvation, disease and 
hardship, during the Japane,e occupa­
tion of the Islands from 11142 to 194!1 
and the repatriation of ex-convicts 
consequent on the abolition of the 
Penal Settlement in the Islands. 

(b) 1,854 persons. 
(c) The Census ngure1 ,.,.,,.. a popu­

lation of 4.411 agriculturists and 20.650 
non-agriculturists. but the b•.t.er r.i,:ure 
includP.,1 l?..000 Nkobarese who derive 
·their. livelihood from coconut plaota• 
Uolii; 

(d) The selllement of refugees from 
the mainland and other steps have in· 
creased the cullivable area in the An· 
damans from 2,500 acres In 1947 to 
over 5,000 In 1951. Under the propoe­
ed t\ve-year colonization 1,lan It I� e x ­
pected to add another ;;o,ooo 11�• 
wlilch should result In making the Is· 
lands not only self-sufficient l>ut sur· 
plus in food. 

Sbrl S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether prodsional census was taken 
In Andamans before the llnal census? 

Sbrf Datar: Even. llnal censm has 
been taken. and the · 11,ures are' as 

·follows, for Andaman· and Nicobar 
Islandli: . .  .-;.; .. ... , ,<1 

Ye!Jr° · �'!· . 
· 10&1 .. :M),971 

. , (19:fl 33,768i 

· 1 , . :  

\.. - : 

Shrl S. C. Samuta: May I knov1 
whether the disafTorestatlon of the 
20.000 acres of land mentioned by the 
hon. Minister has been started? 

Sbrl Datar:· That work lhas been 
started. · 

Shrt 8. C. Sa.maata: May I know 
whether 4.000 &&'l"kultural fllmllfes aTe 
proposed to b\! taken to Andamons. 
and if so , how many have already 
been taken? .,, · 

Sbrl Datar: So far as displaced per· 
sons are . concerned . 359 displaced 
families comprising 1.289 per,ons hove 
already been provided for there. 
Others are being itraduaily token 
there. 

Sbrl S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether East Bengal refu1ees have 
been included in that number?. 

Shrl Datt.I': They have been, 
Sbrl S. C. Samaata: May I know, 

whether In order to Improve a,rlcul· 
lural facilities, any llveetock census 
bu been taken there and whether 
an:, Improvement, have been made as 
a resulfT 

81111 Daw: Live.tock cenaus has 
not yet been taken, but other mepures 
have been taken, such as the startln, 
of experimental farmr. there. 

8Jlrf I[. G. DM111i111kll: May I know 
what ii the deftclt In food1raln1 in 
this Island! 

8hrt Dalar: I have oo Information. 
IParl Dlllllodan •-= May I know 

whether the Government have under 
contemplation aoy scheme to p!'e­
�erve one or two of these Islands ,� 
roloDlaatlon of people from tbe W..t 
Cout of lndJaT 
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