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Shri V. V. Giri:  I  have  already

said that this scheme is being intro
duced in this country for  the first 
time and the officers thjit are brought 
here were  those who  served in the 
U.K. Ministry of  National Insurance 
and Health.

Dr. S. P. Mookerjee:  Is there any
proposal to train up qualified Indians 
so long as  these officers  remain in 
India?

Shri V. V. Giri;  Yes, Sir.

Shri Nanadas:  May  I know.  Sir,
what pattern of social security work 
these officers are expected to turn out 
during their stay in India?

Shri V. V. Giri:  They have come
here to assist  us in  setting up  the 
whole organisation in this respect.

Japanese Underground Cables 
(Committee)

*67. Shri S. N. Das:  (a) Will  the
Minister of Communications be pleased 
to state whether the Government of 
India have appointed any committee to 
enquire into the purchase of Japanese 
Underground cables?
(b) If so, who are the members of 

the Committee?

(c) What are the terms of reference 
of the Committee?  .

The Deputy Minister of Communi- 
catitms (Shri Baj BaJutdur):  (a) to
(c).  Yes Sir. I lay a copy of the rele
vant Govsrnment  resolution  on the 
Table of the House.  [See Appendix 
I, annexure No. 12.]

Shri S. N. Das:  From the  Resolu
tion placed on the Table of the House 
it appears that the Director-General, 
Supplies and Disposals placed an order 
with a certain firm for underground 
cables.  May I  know  wheiher  our 
Trade Agency in Japan was consulted 
at that time?

Shri Raj Bahadur:  It was not only 
consulted but it was  entrusted with 
the task of going into the merits of the 
cable with regard to its quality.

Shri S. N. Das:  Has the attention
of the Government been drawn to the 
remark made by the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General that if the order had 
been placed direct it would have re
sulted in some saving of money?

Shri Baj Bahadur:  I am afraid the 
hon. Member is perhaps not aware that 
that portion of the Audit Report has 
been withdrawn—Vide List of Correc
tions dated 3rd May 1952.

Shri S. N. Das:  May I know when 
this Committee is likely to submit its

report or whether it has already sub' 
quitted it?  '

Shri Raj Bahadur:  I cannot give
the exact time but the Committee is 
going into the question  and I hope 
the report will be furnished very soon.

Shri Natesan:  May I know when
and where the defect wad  first dis
covered?

Shri Baj  Bahadur:  It was  only
found at one place.  Only at Calcutta 
it was found that the upper jute cover
ing was showing isigns of peeling off 
in certain places.  Most of it however 
has been retaped now.  But at the 
other places it was found to be entire
ly satisfactory.

Shri Natesan:  Were  these cables
not inspected in Japan  before  they 
were exported?

Shri Baj Bahadur:  There was an
inspector sent but it was not possible 
to inspect the entire lot of the cables; 
only portions were inspected.

Shri'  Velayudhan:  May I  know
whether  there  is  any  purchasing 
agency of the India  Government  in 
Japan?

Shri Raj Bahaduri  There is  an 
Indian Liaison Mission, and normally 
it functions in this behalf also.

Shri T. N. Singh:  Is it a fact that
the directive  for  inspection of the 
cables was communicated to the per
sons in Japan much later or almost 
on the eve of  the  despatch  of  the 
goods?
Shri Baj Bahadur:  Of course they

had been manufactured, but they had 
not actually been despatched,  they 
were going to be despatched.  It was 
provided in the terms of agreement 
that the inspection will be done with 
regard to the process of manufactur
ing and some sample testing was done.

Tuberculosis

•68. Shri V. P. Nayar: Will the Minis
ter of Health be pleased to state:
(a) the estimated number of persons 

suffering from tuberculosis, in India at 
present;

(b) whether the incidence of  this 
disease is on the increase since 1947;

*(c) if the answer to part (b) above 
be in the affirmative, the causes of the 
increased incidence; and

(d)  what are the regions in which 
tuberculosis is found most?

The  Deputy  Bliiiister  of  Health 
(Shrimati Chandrasekhar): (a) About 
2̂ million.




