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Rating ScHoou

*901. Shri K. G. Deshmukh: Wil the
Minister of Transport be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a
“Rating School”, to train boys for mer-
~antile marine, is shortly to be estab-
:lshed. in the province of Saurashtra,
Hy the Government of India: and

(b) if so, what facilitles the Sau-
reshira Government have agreed to
provide to the Government of India in
this connection? .

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transporl (Shel Ajagesan): (a)
The question of setting up an institu-
tion for the training of Merchant
Navy Rat'ngs on the West Coast is
under consideration.

(b) It is understood that the Saur-
ashtra Government have now under
consideration the facilities that they
can make available in this connection.

Bonmeav-MANGALORE AIR SERVICE

*982. Sbri N. P. Damodaran: Will
the Minister of Communieations be
pleased to state:

(a) when the proposed air service
between Bombay and Mangalore will
begin to operate: and

(b) what will be the route for this
service ant which towns wiil be touch-
ed by this service?

The Deputy Minister of Communi-
ontlons (Sbri Raj Babadur): (a) The
date proposed is the 1st January, 1655,

(b) BombayY-Mangalore-Cochin.

Foop Scarciry CONDITIONS IN
MANIFUR

*903. Shrt L. ¥, Singh: Will the
Minister of Food and Agricalture be
pleased to state

(a) thc arca in Manipur and the
number of people affected there by the
recent food scarcity conditions:

(b) the causes of the food scarcity
conditions there;

(c) the reliet work so far under-
taken by the Central Government and
nonofficial organisations: and

(d) whether test relief works are
contemplated by Government?

The Minister of Food and Agrtcul-
ture (Shri Kidwal): (a) No statistics
arc aviilable regarding aren and num-
bLor of perople affecled hy recent food
geareily in Manipur,

(b) 'There were repeated flcods in
the State in 1932 necessitating resow-
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g twice a thrice with consequent
diminution of stock,

(c) By arrangement with the Supply
Department of Assam 8000 rads, of
rice were imported from Assam Gov-
ernment stocks for sale in Monipur at
subsidised rate of Rs 15 per md.
1402 mds. of this rice are now lying
in Government godowns unsold as
there is now no demand for it on ac
count of the price of local rice having
meanwhile dropped down to Rs 10
per md. for coarse varietles which 1
below the procurement price of Rs, 11
per md.

(d) As there is no scarcity now and
the price of rice has dropped down
below procurement rate no test works
are necessary.

Waste LaND (RECLAMATION)

*904, Shrt K. Submabmanyam: (a)
Will the Minister of Food and Agrical-
ture be pleased to state whether the
services of any Netherland’'s expert
have been engaged for advice in con-
nection with reclamation of waste land?

(b) it so, what are the terms of his
employment?

(c) How much of waste land has
been reclaimed so far as per his ad-
vice?

The Minister of Fond and Agricul-
ture (Shri Kidwal): (a) No, Slr,

(b) #nd (c). Do not arise.

Bonmeay THLAPHONE SYSTEM

[

*905. Shri ralmr: Will the Minis-
tfr of Communicatioaa bhe pleased to
state:

(a) whether it i3 a fact that the tele-
phones in Bombay are not working
efMciently;

(b) if so. what are the causes; and

(c) what steps are belng taken by
Government to expand and renovate
the Bombay Telephone System?

The Deputy Minister of Communi-
cations (Shrl Raj Bahadur): (a) They
are working fairly satisfactorily but
not to the exlent required. There have
been temporary setbacks due to cable
failure during the monsoons.

(b) A large proportion of the ex
change cquipment in Bombay is old
and bas outlived its normal lite.

(c) New equipment of 68900 lines
has been Installed. out of which 3,100
lines has been in lacement of old
cquipment. [Instaliotlon nf sdditional
1400 lines of new ejuipment Is in
progress,





