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Shri Karmarkar: The idea is princi'- 
pally to provide improved seeds.

A ustralian Gift of Fl» ur

♦811. Dr. Bam Snbhac Singh: Will
the Minister of Food and Agricidtiire
be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that an Australian shipment of floiir to 
India imder the Colombo Plan has 
been held up aboard the steamer 
“‘Mildura” in Sydney harbour for about 
three Qionths?

The Deputy Minister of Con?merce 
and Industry (Shrl Karmarkar): Yes.
Sir.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singfa: May 1 know 
what is the quantity of this .^^tralian 
shipment?

Shri Karmarkar: I have got the price 
of it here. It was approximately 
240,000 Australian pounds and this 
had come out of the £37 million, ear
marked for the supply of foodgrains 
under the Colombo Plan.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
whether thts shipment was allowed to 
rot or deteriorate and not allowed to 
be sold?

Shri Karmarkar: Yes, Sir. It got 
deteriorated and we authorized the 
Australian Government to sell it for 
what it was worth.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
why this gift shipment was allowed 
to rot for so long?

Shri Karmarkar: No permission was 
given for the flour to be allowed to rot, 
but as a matter of fact there was a 
change in the ownership of the trans
porters and that was beyond our con
trol and the particular flour was 
detained there beyond the time that it 
was e jec ted  to be detained and 
naturally it rotted and we requested 
the Australian Government to sell it 
for us.
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The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Shri Satish Chandra):
(a) No.

(b) For lack of line capacity over 
a part of the route coupled with 
paucity of coaching stock and power, 
there are no early prospects of the 
introduction of such a train, even if 
there were traffic justification for it
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Mi. Speaker: Order, order. He is 
covering the whole field of railway 
activities in the past. The question 
is restricted to only one point

Railway Coaches and Wagons

*813. Pandit M. B. Bhargava: Will
the Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether any order for the 
supply of coaches and wafsons was 
placed with any foreign firm in the 
current financial year;

(b) if so, what is the number and 
value for which the order is placed 
and when the supply is expected in 
terms of the order placed;

(c) what is the number and value 
of the coaches and wagons in the pro
cess of manufacture in the current 
financial year in the various workshops 
in India; and

(d) by what time they are expect
ed to be on the line?

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister (Shri Satish Chandra):
(a) No.

<b) Does not arise.

<c) About 1,20Q coaches valued at 
approximately Rs. 8 croresand. 8,903 
wagons valued at approximately 
Rs. 9-9 crores.

(d) About 800 coaches and 6,790 
wagons are expected to be put on Une 
during the current financial year and 
the balance in the next.
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Shri Satish Chandra: As I said, I 
have no information about the first 
class coaches just now.

Shri Nambian May I know if the 
coaches and wagons produced in 
India are being manufactured in full 
or are re-assembled here?

Shri Satish Chandra: Some material 
might be imported, btlt they are being 
manufactured in this country.

Shri S. G. Parikh: What about the 
wagon factories at Bharatpur and 
Okha and have they started construc
tion?

Shri Satish Chandra: I do not know 
exactly about the work. ,
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