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[Seth Goyind Das: Is the hon Minis
ter aware that the concehsus of public 
opinion is that not much good can 
accrue from colourisation of hydroge
nated oils and that it is better to stop 
manufacture of all Vanaspatis 
instead?]

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. It need 
□ot be answered. It is not a question 
for information.

Shri M. S. Gompadaswamy: The hon. 
Minister told us that he is struggling 
with the selection of colours. May I 
know whether vanaspati cannot be 
made colourless— îs it not possible to 
produce vantLspati without colour?

Shri Karmarkan That is the whole 
difficulty. Sir.
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[Shri Jhnnjhiinwala: The hon. Minis
ter has stated that the Government 
have not reached any final conclusion 
on the issue whether vanaspati oils are 
beneficial or detrimental to health. May
I know whether the Government will 
agree to stop its consumntion altoge
ther so long opinions differ on this 
point?]

Shri Karmarkar: The question cirose 
some years back, and Government sub
jected vanaspati to all types of test. 
The results that were obtained and 
which are with Government show that 
vanaspati as such is not deleterious to 
health. The only problem is one of 
adulteration.

The Prime Minister (Shri Jawahailal 
Nehm): Government are quite cleiar
and convinced of the fact that the use 
of vanaspati is not harmful to health. 
By repeated scientific and medical tests 
It has be«i found that vanaspati or its 
like has been used in three-fourths of 
the world and nobody has suffered 
from it.

Post and Telegraph Offices

*668. Shri M. L. Dwivedi: WiU thê  
Minister of Commimicatioiis be pleased  ̂
to state:

(a) the number of cities in whicb  ̂
Post and Telegraph offices remain 
open (1) till 9 PM. (2) day and night- 
on (i) all working days and Ui) 
Sundays and other holidays;

(b) whether the measure has proved 
to be successful and advantageous to- 
the general public: and

(c) the extra annual exoenditure for  
running them?

The Deimty Minister of Commimi' 
cati<Mis (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) (1)
18 post offices in 11 cities are kept 
open up to 8-30 p.m  on all working 
days and Sundays, but excluding post 
office holidays. As regards telegraph* 
offices, 1697 offices (i.e. Departmental 
Telegraph Offices, Combined Post offi
ces-and Licensed Telegraph Offices) 
are.kept open up to 9 pj .̂ on working 
days and 1567 on Sundays and Holi- 
dajrs.

(2) No post office works day anct 
night. 1067 Telegraph offices are kept- 
open day and night on working days 
and 1038 telegraph offices are kept 
open day and night on Sundays and 
Telegraph holidays.

(b) The extension of the workinff 
hours of 18 post offices and keeping 
them open on Sundays have proved’ 
successful and popular

(c) Rs. 2,04,300 approximately for 
the 18 post offices.
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[Shri M. L. Dwivedi: May I know 
whether the expenditure incurred ott 
the extension of this facility compares 
favourably with the income derived 
therefrom?]
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[Shri Ra] Baliadiir: There is, no 
-doubt, extra income but it is difficult 
to say that this inconrie is due soie^ 
to the opening of these Post and Tele
graph offices. All revenue earned from 
customs and traffic is also included in 
it. It is, however, not resulting in any 

loss.]
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fShri M. L. Dwivedi: Do the Govem- 
jnent propose to extoid this scheme to 
other cities also, if so to which of 
ihem?]
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[Shri Raj Bahadur: That depends, on 
-our financial resources.] *
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[Shri M. L. Dwivedi: What is the 
total annual expenditure on the 
‘mobile’ post offices run by the Go- 

“vemment in a number of cities?]*
Shri RajI Bahadur: That question has 

±>een answered many a time.
Tractors (Repairs)

*670. Pandit M  B. Bharffava: WMl 
the Minister of Food and Agricolture
be pleased to state;

(a) the number of the heavy and 
small tractors imported on Central 
account which are in actual operation 
and those that are lying idle (i) on 
account of want of repairs: (ii) on 
account of essential spare parts mt 
being available; and (iii) due to other 
reasons;

Cb) whether there are any factories 
started by Government or by private 
individuals with Government help 
which are engaged in repairs of the 
tractors or manufacturing or repairing 
spare parts;

(c) if so, at which places these fac
tories are located; and

(d) what is the number of tractors 
undergoing repairs at present at these 
■factories? .

The: DeHnty Minister of Commerce 
-mnd Indnstiy (Shri Karmarkar): (a)
'The required information with regard

to tractors imported on behalf of the 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture is 
furnished b61ow:—

Number of heavy and small 
size tractors actually in opera
tion. 205

Number of tractors' lying 
idle on account of want of 
repairs. . Nil

On account of essential spare 
parts not being available. 4

Due to other reasons 113*
♦These tractors were imported in 

connection with a scheme of 
the Rehabilitation Ministry 
which scheme has since been 
wound up and are now await
ing disposal,

(b) and (c). The Central Tractor 
Organisation under the Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture is maintaining 
two base workshops one each at Delhi 
and Bairagarh (Bhopal) for repair, 
servicing and maintenance of its trac
tors, vehicles and allied equipment. 
The Workshops also manufacture minor 
tractor parts and a large number of 
plough parts. No financial assistance 
is giv«i by the Government to private 
parties for starting workshops for re
pairs of tractors. However, according 
to the existing policy licenses for im
port of tractors are granted only to 
such firms as have adequate workshop 
facilities for servicing the tractors im
ported by them. Government renders 
necessary assistance in release of con
trolled materials such as iron and steel 
and cement to tractor importers de
siring to establish their workshops for 
repair of tractors.

(d) It is not possible to furnish this 
information as the number of tractors 
undergoing repairs varies from day to 
day. On an average the two work
shops belonging to the Ministry of 
Food and Agriculture can repair and 
overhaul 2 tractors-and 2 Vehicles per 
week.
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[Pandit M. B. Bhargava: Do some 
arrangements exist for the manufac
ture of these spare parts for want of 
which these tractors are lying idle?]

Shri Karmarkar: The number of
tractors which are lying idle on ae- 
coimt of essential parts not beinf 
available is only, four.




