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br. JatSMrya: All-India average?

Oral Answers 404

Shri Kidwai: In other States where 
the machinery is not so effective the 
procurement is less in proportion to 
the local production.

Bfr. Speaker: Can he give the all- 
Lidia average?

SlMi EJdwiU: I am afraid it is not 
possible.

R a i l w a y  L in e s  i n  T r a v a n c o r e -C o c h in  
S t a t e

*343. Shii < VelayBdhaii: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state: •

(a) whether the lines for the pro
posed Railways in the Travancore- 
Cochin State are finally fixed; and

(b) whether the construction work 
will start immediately?

^ e  Minister of Railways and Tnna- 
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) The eoi-
fitruction of tl^ Quilon-Emakul^ 
Railway has bejen approved of.

(b) Arrangements are being made to 
carry oiit the final location survey first. 
Construction will be taken in hand* 
after the alignment has been finalised 
and estimate sanctioned.

Shri VeUyndhan: With regard to 
part (a) of my question, may I know 
whether the survey work is finished or 
not?

Shri L. B. Shastri: The preliminary 
part of it has been finished but the final 
survey will take some time more.

Shri yeiayndhaii: May I know when 
the actual construction will begin?

Shri L. B. Shastri: During 1952-53, 
we expect.

Shri Telayudhan: May I know whe- 
fher the materials reauired for the 
construction of this railway have been 
ordered?

Shri L. B. Shastri: I do not know if 
the actual order has been placed, but 
in any case there will be no difficulty 
in getting the necessary materials.

Shri Piinnoose; May I know whether 
the contemplated line will pass through 
the coastal belt or will be through 
central Travancore.

Shri L. B. I^astri: I reauire notice.
Shri P, T. Chacko: May I know which 

are the works that are expected to be

comjrieted With the ftmds already al- 
lott^  in the Budget this year?

Mr, Speaker: That is a much wider 
question. This question %efers to the 
Travancore-Cochin State only.

Shiri P. T. Chacko: No. Sir. I am
asking in respect of the Quilon-Emaku- 
1am Railway only, what are the works 
that- are expected to be completed, 
with the funds already provided for in 
the feudget this year.

Shri L. B. Shastri: The funds allotted, 
are for the preliminary survey work 
only. The estimated total cost will 
come to Rs. 8 crores and 23 lakhs. Thus, 
the provision in the Budget is only for 
the preliminary and final surveys^

jShri Velaytadhan: What is the reason 
for this two-year delay even in con- • 
ducting the survey? How long more 
will it take? -

S M  L. B. iSKastri: As I told the hon. 
Bomber even^hing has bec» conq>Ieted. 
'^ e  only thing tiiat remains to be done 
IS the final location survey.. This year 
this wjOl be done and construction wiU 
commence thereafter.

S e v ^  iSoiL Menilters rose—

Mr. Shaker: I am going to the next
question. .
E x t r a  D e p a r t m e n t a l  S t a f f  (R e c r u it 

m e n t )

Shri S. N. Das: WiH tiie 
Minister of CommimioalioK be pleased 
to state:

(a) what is the procedure followed 
for ilhe appointment of extra depart
mental staff to man tixe village post 
offices;

(b) what is the totil number of 
persons appointed in the various cate
gories of staff during 1951-52 giving 
circle-wise figures; and

(c) whether applications were ia> 
vited for the above mentioned appoint
ments and whether any examinations 
were held by any authority?

l%e Minister of Comn
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) The Extra De
partmental Staff are selected ordinarily 
from amongst the local residents of the 
village where they are proposed to be 
employed. Generally the men are en
gaged either by inviting applications or 
through District or Village authraities. 
Persons with independent means, si:rh 
as Government pensioners, teachers 
etc. are selected.
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<b) The total number ot Extra De
partmental staff appointed during 1951
52 in the circles is as follows:—

Name of CiArle Number of Officials
Assam ... 280
Bombay ... 1,050
Calcutta ... 1,581
Delhi ... 35
Central Circle ... 702
Bihar ... 1,887
Madras ... 3,990
Orissa ... 297
Uttar Pradesh ... 789
Punjab ... 557
Hyderabad ... 848

Information regarding their disribu- 
tion into various categories is being 
collected and wiU be laid on the Table 
of the House.

(c) In some cases applications were 
invited. No examinations are held for 
recruitment of Extra Departmental 
StafE.

Shri S. N. Das; When these extra 
departmental post offices are raised to 
the status of sub-post offices, may I 
know whether the services of the per
sons working in them are continued, or 
are they discharged?

Shri Jagjivan Bam: The postmasters 
are appointed from the departmental 
cadre. As regards other staff, they 
are generally absorbed. .

Shri S. N. Das: Has the attention of 
the hon. Minister been drawn to the 
prevalence of certain varieties of il
legal gratification that is generally 
taken in making appointments to 
these posts?

Mr. Speaker: Illegal gratification?
Shri S. N. Das: Yes, Sir.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It has not
come to my notice. If my hon. friend 
gives any specific iiistance, I shall 
look into it.

Shri S. N. Das: In making appoint
ments to general posts, may I know 
whether the experience gained by 
these workers is given any specitd 
consideration when they apply for 
these posts?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: The appoint
ment of superior staff is made by open 
competition and these men are free 
to take part in that competition. If 
they succeed, they are appointed.

Shri T. K. Chaudhiiri: What is the
pay scale of these extra departmental 
staff? ^

Shri Jagfivan Ram: As 1 have said, 
only those persons wiio have some 
inde^ndent means ol livelihood are 
appointed for these extra departmental 
jobs. They are not expected to devote 
their whole time to this work. At the 
most, they work for only five hours, 
but generally they put in two to 
three hours work per day. The al
lowances they are given are as follows: 
branch postmasters—from Rs. 10 to 
25; departmental sub-postmasters— ûp 
to Rs. 40. Extra departmental sub
postmasters get a dearness allowance 
of Rs. 25 and other extra depart
mental employees get Rs. 10.

Shri N. T. Das: May I know the per
centage of scheduled caste people who 
have been appointed to these posts?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: S e p a r a t e  n o t i c e  
W iU  b e  n e c e s s a r y .

The Minister of Rehabilitation 
(Shri A. P. Jain): Sir, this machine 
amplifier has become a torture to me. 
I do not know if I have merited it. 
It is shouting. I suggest that it may 
be put in the front bench, -so that Dr. 
Katju may also have his share of the 
noise!

Mr. Speaker: I think he wants to 
invite my attention to the fact that 
there is a good deal of talk in the 
Ministerial benches, which may dis
turb the House.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Especially on 
the second bench.

Mr. Speaker: I have been noticing 
it in all benches.

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: May
I know why these people are put in 
the category of “extra departmental” 
staff? Is it because they are not 
permanent? Is there any security of 
service for them?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. He has 
already stated that these people have 
other means of livelihood and are 
taken only as part-time workers.

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: Then
they are not permanent. staff.

Mr. Speaker: They are on the Staff, 
but they are part-time workers.

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I have said that 
this category is appointed from retired 
government servants—pensioners, tea
chers and persons who have some in
dependent means of livelihood.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.




