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Development and Modernisation of 
Aerodromes

*664. Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: Will the 
Minister of CommunicatioDS be pleas­
ed to state the steps Government pro­
pose to take to over come the delay 
in the execution of the programme for 
the development and modernisation of 
aerodromes during  the  First  Five 
Year Plan?

The  Minister  of  Commimicatlons 
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): It is proposed (i) 
to augment adequately  the  existing 
strength of the Engineering personnel 
engaged on Civil Aviation works, and
(ii) to place indents on manufacturers 
abroad for run-way lighting and other 
specialised communication and  aero­
drome equipment required during 1955­
56 weU before the close of the current 
financial year so that the  necessary 
equipment could be received and instal­
led in time.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: It is stated in 
the Progress Report on the Five Year 
Plan for the last three years, that only 
25 per cent, of the amount provided for 
in the Plan has been utilised for this 
purpose during the first three  years. 
It is also stated therein that the amount 
could not be availed of,  because we 
could not get equipments from foreign 
countries. May I know  from which 
countries these equipments have been 
ordered, whether the orders have since 
been cancelled, and from which count­
ries we are going to get these equip­
ments?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It î a fact that 
we have not been in a position to uti­
lise the allotment for the improvement 
of aerodromes.  The obvious difficult­
ies are that there are rapid develop 
ments in the method of lighting and 
other equipments of aerodromes; and

when it is planned and we decide to 
place orders through the Department 
of Supplies, we find that certain modi­
fications in the light of the recent deve­
lopments in the equipments have be­
come necessary.  So, it takes  some 
more time.

As regards the countries on * which 
we place orders, they are several in 
number—U.K., U.S.A., and other count­
ries. But we are taking precautions 
this year to see that we utilise more of 
the allotted funds.

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: It was stated 
a year ago that the lighting arrange­
ment at Palam aerodrome was not ac­
cording to the I.C.A.O. standards. May
I know whether  it has  since been 
brought up to the I.C.A.O. standard?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: It has been, in 
several airfields.

Shri Jaipal Singh: Are  our  aero­
dromes that are on the  international 
services going to receive priority in this 
matter of modernisation? If they are, 
why are they going to receive prioritŷ 
as against our internal aerodromes?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Well, they have 
been given priority, and it is obvious 
as to why these aerodromes which are 
international should be equipped.  It 
is not to the neglect of other aero­
dromes, but these international  aero­
dromes are important by themselveŝ 
because they are the most  important 
centres even for the internal services. 
So, when we equip them, it is not only 
because they are international airports, 
but because they are the most important 
centres even for the internal services.

Shri Chattopadhyaya: May I know 
whether any complaints have been re­
ceived from the  authorities  of  the 
Pan American Airways that the light­
ing arrangement of the airfields at night 
is defective?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Personally I am 
not aware of that.
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*665. Sardar Hnkam Singh: Will the 
Minister of Transport be  pleased to 
state whether it is proposed to extend




