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‘Shri A. M. Thomas: Total.

Shri Karmarkar: In 1953-54, the total
figure was, exports to China, Rs.
79,67,000 as against Rs. 41,25,000 in
1952-53. Imports from China in
1952-53: the figure was Rs. 13,03,00,000.
That was due to rice, grain and pulse
flour that we imported from China.
In 1953-54, it was Rs. 99,00,000.

Shri Nanadas: May I know whether
the proposed export of tobacco to
China will have to wait until we fina-
lise the negotiations with the Chinese
Government?

Shri Karmarkar: No, Sir.

Shri Bansal: Is there any proposal
under the consideration of Govern-
ment to exchange trade delegations
between the two countries?

Shri Karmarkar: It does not arise
out of this question, I am afraid.

Jute ENQUIRY COMMISSION

*204, Shrl Tushar Chatterjea: Will
the Minister of Commerce and indus-
try be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have con-
sidered the report of the Jute En-
qQuiry Commission; and

(b) if so, which of its recommen-
dations are to be implemented?

The Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry (Shrl T. T. Krishnamachari):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) It is exvected that a resolution
on the subject will be published
shortly.

Shri Tushar Chatterjea: May I know
whether there is any proposal before
the Government from the Jute Mills
Association to increase the working
hours?

Shri T. T. Krishnamachari: The
working hours have recently been in-
creased from 424 to 45. If the pre-
sent demand for jute goods continues,
perhgps a further increase may be
necessary.

Shri Tushar Chatterjea: May I
know whether it is a fact, that, on
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the question of increasing the working
hours, the Jute Mills Association bas
proposed to the Government that they
are prepared to increase to 48 hours
provided the export duty is abolished?

Shtl T. T. Krishnamachari: I do not
think the Government would entertain
such a bargain.

Shri N. B. Chowdhury: May I know
whether the Government are aware
that there is a strong public opinion
against some of the recommendations
of the Commission, for instance, the
opening of the futures market and the
Commission’s inability: to recommend
fixation of minimum price of jute?

Shri T. T. Krishnamachari: Govern-
ment are aware of the recommenda-
tions of any Commission. Certain
portions of those recommendations must
be controversial.

D.V.C. (IRRIGATION)

*295. Pandit D. N. Tiwary: Will the
Minister of Irrigation and Power be

pleased to state:

(a) whether any irrigation is done
in Bihar by the Damodar Valley Pro-
ject;

(b) the total area under irrigation;
and

(c) the revenue derived therefrom
during 1953-54?

The Deputy Minister of Irrigation
and Power (Shri Hathi): (a) No, Sir,
A scheme for the utilisation of water
from the Tilaya project for Irrigation
in Bihar is under the consideration
of the D, V. C.

(b) Nil.
(¢) Nil

Pandit D. N. Tiwary: Under the
irrigation scheme which i{s being con-
sidered by the D. V. C,, may I know
what part of Bihar or what acreage
is likely to be irrigated?

Shri Hathi: The Bihar Government
has prepared a scheme for irrigating
certain areas. I cannot exactly say
which districts will be irrigated.
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Mr Speaker: Can he give the
acreage? He wants that also.

Shri Hathi: About 7,500 arces or so.

Pandit D. N. Tiwary: May I know
whether any irrigation is to be done
in West Bengal under this project?

Shri Hathil: Areas in Bengal will be
irrigated under this in the 1954-55 crcp.
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Shri Hathi: The Bihar Government
has, I said, prepared a scheme at a
co:t of Rs. 27,00,000 which will irrigate
an area which I just mentioned. That
scheme has been approved by the
DV.C. It will take some time be-
fore it is finalised.

Shri T. N. Singh: I want to know
whether it is intended now to utilise
the reservoir at Tilaiya for irrigation
purpose as against the previous project
design.

Shri Hathi: Even in the previous
project there was some element of
irrigation. It was not purely for flood
control. There was an element of
frrigation also.
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Mr. Speaker: I am going to the next
question.
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A.LR,
¢296. Th. Lakshman Singh Charak:
Will the Minister of Information and
Broadcasting be pleased to state:
(a) the action Government have

taken in meeting the linguistic re-
quirements of. all A.LR. Stations; and
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(b) whether the present staff have
been asked to learn more languages
for linguistic facility?

The Minister of Information and
Broadcasting (Dr. Keskar): (a) The-
present permanent administrative
staff of All India Radio has not been.
recruited keeping view of the linguis-
tic requirements of the various.
Stations. Therefore, certain language
groups have unfortunately little
representation.  Proficiency of the:
language of the region is of some im-
portance for only the lower grade
Programme Executives and Prog-
ramme Assistants. Every effort is.
being made to utilise the present
strength in the best manner possible,
The only satisfactory solution of a
permanent nature would be to have a
separate production staff of compe-
tent persons for Programmes which-
will do justice to the linguistic needs.
of the Stafions.

(b) The staff at Hindi Stations and
those dealing with programmes at
other Stations are required to pass
a proficiency examination in Hindi.
They are also encouraged to learn
one or more regional languages.

Th. Lakshman Singh Charak: May
I know if the Government holds any
departmental examination to ensure
that the linguistic knowledge of the
staff remains up-to-date?

Dr. Keskar: This question has been
taken up for consideration now. The
position of the permanent administra-
tive staff was in a fluid condition up
to last year. It is only last year tbat
the UP.S.C. regularised and finalised
the structure of the cadre. The ques-
tion of having some sort of profici-
ency tests for languages has been
taken up now.

Shri A. M. Thomas: During the dis-
cussion of the Budget Demands for
this particular Ministry last time,
opinion was expressed about the desi-
rability of having programmes in im-
portant Indian languages, for instance,
Malayalam, for the benefit vf Indians
in South Fast Asia. Has the Gov-
ernment considered this  proposal?
If so, with what results?





