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to transportation difficulties which have 
since been removed.

(b) The Q u estion  does not a r is e . 
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•1454. Shri Nai^eshwar Prasad 
Sinha: Will the Minister of Informa­
tion and Broadcasting be pleased to 
state:

•»
(a) whether the first Indian film 

festival is proposed to be held in 
Soviet Russia; and

(b) if so, when?

The Minister of Information and* 
Broadcasting (Dr. Keskar): (a) The
Government of India have not received 

A any official invitation for and are not 
officially concerned with the film festi­
val in Soviet Russia which is being 
mentioned in the newspapers.

(b) According to Press reports, the 
festival started on 23rd September,
1954.

Shri Nageshwar Prasad Sinha: Is
^this a non-official festival, and if so, 
may I know whether Government have 
any information as to whether the 
Indian films will be shown in their 
orifrinal laniguage or they will be 
trnnslated into the language of the 
country where they will be shown?

p r .  Keskar: As we are not concern­
ed with it, it is very difficult for me 
to i7ive any details about the festival.

Shri G. P. Sinha rose-

Mr. Speaker: He is not officially 
connected and he says he has no in- 
Iformation. We will go to the next 
question.

C o m m un ity  L istening

*1456. Pandit Munishwar Datt 
Upadhyay: Will the Minister of In­
formation and Broadcasting be pleased 
to state:

(a) the , progress made in com­
munity listening since 1951;

(b) the number of community 
receivers now working;

(c) the increase in the number of 
actual listeners irrespective of the 
increase in the number of sets 
installed;

(d) the method of calculating th« 
number of listeners; and

(e) the agency that has been 
employed to collect the figures?

The Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting (Dr. Keskar): (a) and
(b). There were 9,944 community 
receiving sets as against 5.340 on 
1st January, 1951.

(c) The first systematic estimate of 
the size of the audience litlening in 
to community receivers was made 
in ,1953. It was' found for example 
in one State that on an average 70 
persons gathered round each commu­
nity receiving set at the time rural 
programmes were broadcast. As there 
are no comparable figures for the pre­
vious years, it is not possible to indi­
cate the increase in the number of 
actual listeners.

(d) and (e). The data was collect­
ed by All India Radio with the co­

operation of the State Broadcasting 
Departments in the States where such 
arrangements exist.

Pandit Munishwar Datt Upadhyay:
Is there any break-up of the number 
of rural and urban listeners?

D r Keskar: Most of the community 
receiving sfets are in rural areas.




