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average each month since the open-
ing of the hostel on the 10th February 
was as under:—

30th to 28th February, 1954
about 17 per cent.

March. 1954 

April, 1954 

May, 1954 

June, 1954 

July, 1954 

August, 1954

21 per cent. 

28 per cent. 

23 per cent.
28 per cent.

, 25 per cent.

29 per cent.

(c) No such proposal is under con* 
sideration of Government.

K r i s h n a  Br i d g e

*1254. Shrl Rarhununaiah: Will the 
Minister of Transport be pleased to 
itate:

(a) whether the Central share of 
the construction cost of the regulator^ 
cum-road bridge over the River 
Krishna near Vijayawada has been 
fixed; and

(b) if so, the amount so fixed?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shrl Alagesan); (a)
Yes.

(b) Rs. 39*08 lakhs.

I n d ia n  Sh i p p i n g

n t5 6 . Sardar Hnkam Stngh: Will
the M in is te r  of Transport be pleased 
to state:

{/%) the percentage of the total 
Qua;\tity of goods purchased by the 
Indian Stores Department carried by 
the Lidian Mercantile Shipping during 
1953-54; and

(b) ^he number of ships added to 
the Inaian Mercantile Shipping during 
the la*'t twelve months?

The deputy Minister of Railways 
axid Tt^nsport (Shri Alagesan); (a)
About ^0 per ccnt., roughly.

(b) 15 ships of 51,400 gross re-
gistered tons during the period from 
September, 1953 to August, 1954.

E m p l o y m e n t  i n  R a i l w a y s

*1258. Shri H. N. Mukerjee: Will
th^' Minister of Railways be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to an edi-
torial comment in “Amrita Bazar 
Patrika” (Calcutta edition) dated the 
17th August, 1954, regarding absorp-
tion in Railway service of the em-
ployees of a long established catering 
concern; and

(b) if so. what action is proposed 
to be taken in the matter?

The Parliamentary Secretary to  
the Minister of Railways and Tran»> 
port (Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a)
Yes, Sir.

(b) Of these some have been ab-
sorbed by Railways in their depart-
mental catering establishments and 
some more by other contractors.

D r o u g h t  C o n d i t i o n s  i n  S t a t u s

• 1260.

f  Dr. Ram Suhhag Singh: 
j  Shri Kasliwal: 
i  Shri P. L. Bampal: 
I^Shri Sadhan Gnpta:

Will the Minister of Food and Agri
colt ore be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
failure of Monsoon has created 
drought and near drought conditions 
in certain parts of the country;

(b) if so, the names of the areas 
where drought conditions prevail; and

(c) the extent to which these 
drought conditions have caused 
damage to the crops and fodder?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) Yes.

(b) Drought conditions prevail in 
parts of Orissa, South Bihar, Ajmer, 
Punjab and West Rajasthan.
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(c) It has not so far been possible 
to assess the extent of damage caus-
ed to the crops.

T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e s  i n  R a j a s ih a n  D i s t r i c t  
H e a d q u a r t e r s

594. Shri Kami Singhji: Will the
Minister of Communications be 
pleased to state the number of District 
Headquarters in Rajasthan where 
there are no telegraph offices?

The Deputy Minister of Communi
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): All the
25 Districts Headquarters have got 
Telegraph facilities.

B u r d w a n  R.M.S. O f f i c e

595. Shri Ramananda Das: Will
the Minister of Communications be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
accommodation in the building in 
which the Burdwan R.M.S. office is 
located is so crammed that it is not 
possible to place required number of 
sorting cases there; and

(b) if so, what action Government 
propose to take in the^ matter?

The Deputy Minister of Communi
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a)
There is scarcity of space in the 
building in which the Burdwan 
R. M. S. office is located.

(b) The Postmaster-General, Bihar, 
is fully alive to the need for more 
space for this office and has been 
taking all possible steps to remove 
the shortage.

P u n j a b  R ic e

596. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agrricuiture be 

 ̂ pleased to state:

(a) the total quantity of rice sup-
plied by the Government of Punjab 
both to the Centre and different States 
from 1946 to 1953, separately, year- 
wise: and

(b) what are the rates per maund 
of different kinds of rice suiH?lied by 
the Punjab Government?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) The pre-
sent Punjab State came into exis-
tence from 15th August, 1947. The 
Government of Punjab started ex-
porting rice only from 1949. A state
ment is placed on the Table of the  
House showing quantities of rice sup-
plied by Punjab to each State dur-
ing the years 1949 to 1953. [.See 
Appendix VIII, annexure No. 9.]

No quantity was supplied to Cen-
tral Reserve during these years.

(b) Two statements are placed oz  ̂
the Table of the House. [See Ap-
pendix VIII, annexure No, 10.]

ELBCTRinCATION OF PLATFORMS ON TUB
N o r t h e r n  R a i l w a y

597. Shri D. C. Sharma: Will the 
Minister of Railways be pleased t a  
state the number of Railway Stations 
and their names on the Northera 
Railway where electric lighting and 
Installations of fans on platforms have* 
been proposed to be undertaken 
under the amenities programme 
chalked out recently?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and T ra n ^ rt (Shri Alagesan): 130̂  
Railway stations on the Northern 
Railway as per enclosed list [Sec Ap-
pendix VIII. annexure No. 11], are 
proposed for Electrification in the 
Programme for the Passenger Ame-
nities during the years 1954-55 to 
1958-59, subject to the availability of 
funds and Electric Power from the 
Punjab Grid System or other locaT 
sources.

N o n -P a y m e n t  o f  S u o a r c a k e  P r i c f s

598. Shri Jhulan fi»nha: WiU the
Minister of Fo<^ and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that large 
sums of unclaimed sugarcane price 
have been lying with the sugar fac-
tories for years in Bihar and other 
States;

(b) if so, the amounts lying State*
wise;




