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The Deputy Minister of Natural 
^Resources and Scientific Research 
<Slirt K. D. Malaviya): (a) and (b). 
Yes, Sir. The National Physical 
Laboratory has built up a quartz 
clock and experimental work is being 
done on linking this clock with 
selected frequencies in the molecular 
resonance spectrum of ammonia gas 
in the micro-wave region.
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Shri Jethalal Jostal: May I know
whether there will be any difference 
in it5 working during peace time and 
during war time?

Shrl K. D. Malaviya: I have no in
form ation on this.

Diwan Ra^havendra Rao: May I
know if research in the manufacture 
of these things is conducted by the 
scientists on their own initiative, or

at the instance of Government, o r ' at 
the instance of btisiness men if it is 
a commercial commodity? ‘

Shri K. D. Malaviya: All of these
aire possibilities. I do not know speci
fically if some one else outside the 
National Physiral Laboratory initiated 
it, but most p r o b a b l y  llu‘ National 
Physical Laboratory initiatGd it.

Shri Gidwanl: May I request that 
questions 4 2 4  a n d  4 3 8  m a y  b e  taken 
up together?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: Sir, I have no 
objection.

Mr. Speaker: Yes, they may be 
taken together.

O il  P r o s p b c t in o  i n  I n d ia

*424. Shri Gidwanl; Will the Minis
ter of Natoral Resources and SclenH- 
flc Research be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a large 
number of foreign companies had ap
plied for oil prospecting In IncHa;

(b) if so, which are those coin- 
panies;

(c) whether their applications have 
been disposed of; and

(d) If so, what is the decision?

The Deputy Minister of Natural 
Resources and Scientific Research 
(Shri K. D. Malaviya): (a) and (b). 
Only three foreign companies have 
applied for oil prospecting in India. 
These are (i) the Standard Vacuum 
Oil Company, (ii) the American Over
seas Petroleum Ltd. and (iii) the 
Assam Oil Co.

(c) and (d). Some applications 
have been disposed of and some con
cessions {^ranted, while other appli
cations are awaiting decision.

On Prospicting I iv u'irN
•438. Shri Gidwanl: Will the Minis

ter of Natural Resources and Scienti
fic Research be pleased to st^ite:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov
ernment propose to set up an Oil 
Prospecting Division; and

(b) if 80, what ^11 be its functions?




