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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE
Friday, the 26th March, 1084

The House met at Two of the Clock

[MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
PosTAL BAG CLEANING MACHINE

+1315. Sardar Hukam Singh: Will
the Minister of Communications be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a bag
cleaning machine was installed by the
Postal Department in Calcutta last
year; and

(b) if so, what is its cost?

The Deputy Minister of Communica-
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) No; inti-
mation has been received that the
machine has been shipped from Lon-
don on 1st March 1964.

(b) Its price is Rs. 39,707 F.O.B.
London.

Sardar Hukam Singh: When was the
machine originally agreed to be deli-
vered, and what is the reason for the
delay in its delivery?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The indent for
the machine was placed with the
Director General, Supply and Disposal
round about August 1952 and the
order was actually placed towards De-
cember 1952. The delivery was ex-
pected and also stipulated to be effect-
ed in twelve months’ time. There has
been ‘a delay of about three or four
months.
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Sandsy Heihm Siugh: We have been
told in the Annual Report that the
delivery had to be delayed by the UK.
firm because some electrical equipment
was not there. In view of this, have
we taken any steps to see that even
after the delivery is effected, when the
occasion for repairing the machine
arises, the spare parts will be avail-
able within a reasonable time should
the machine go out of order?

Shri Raj Bahadur: It is true that the
manufacturing firm could not deliver
the machine because they were lack-
ing in certain essential constituent
electrical parts. We shall take good
care to see that whatever spares we
require for the repair of this machine
in case of break-down are also made
available to us.

Shri Dabhi;: May I know how much
work this machine gives?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The cost of the
machine is Rs. 39,707. As regards the
work, it can clean as many as 1200
bags a day. To give the House an
idea, I may say that in Calcutta alone
there arc about 3,000 to 4,000 bags to
be handled every day.

Shrimati A. Kale: How many hands
will go out of employment as a result
of this machine?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Not one, because
at the moment we have not got any
such device by which we can clean
these bags. As a matter of fact, it was
becoming rather difficult, and danger-
ous also, for the workers themselves,
to handle these unclean bags and so
we have taken this new machine.





