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The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri M. V. Krishnappa):
(a) Research on jute substitute fibres 
is being done at the Jute Agricultural 
Research Institute, Bar)rackpore, but 
the work is yet in an experimental 
stage.

However, the Mesta and Bimli fibres
are already being used as jute subsi- 
tutes. They are grown extensively in 
Hyderabad, Madras, Madhya Pradesh 
and Bihar States. The production of 
these crops is as follows:

1952-53

(Final Estimates) 

6.30,567 bales.

1953-54 

(Second Estimates) 

5,39.000 bales.

(b) It is not the policy of Govern
ment to encourage an increase in the 
area under these two substitutes. 
Their policy is to grow jute of better 
quality.

Seth Govind Das: Is it a fact that in 
Madhya Pradesh, in Bastar District 
there is a lot of land still not under 
cultivation, and is it the opinion of the 
scientists of Madhya Pradesh that this 
variety of jute can be grown there 
profitably?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): I will communi
cate to the Madhya Pradesh Govern
ment the point made by the l îon. Mem
ber, and I hope they will take ad
vantage of fhe information supplied.
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Shri Jhunjhunwala: What is the cost 
of production of the substitutes as 
compared with that of jute?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: The cost of 
production of both the varieties is 
less than that of jute.

Shri JhunjCiunwala: What is the per
centage?

Pandit D. N. Tiwary: What is the 
production per acre?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: I would like 
notice.

Shri T. K. Chaudhuri: In view of 
the statement just now made by the 
hon. Minister that t h e  policy of the 
Government is to encourage the pro
duction of Q u a l i ty  jute, may I know, 
Sir, whether there is any reason to 
believe t h a t  the production of quality 
jute has gone down this year?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: We are try
ing to increase the production of 
quality jute. But the overall i:;roduc- 
tion of jute has gone down this year 
because of the low prices at the begin
ning of the sowing season. That has 
nothing to do with the production of 
quality jute. The overall production 
of jute itself has gone down.

I m p o r t  o f  R ic e  f r o m  C by l o n

*357. Sardar A. S. Saigral: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov
ernment conducted negotiations with 
the Ceylon Government to purchase 
30,000 tons of boiled rice;
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(b) whether this step had been 
taken on account of shortage of rice: 
and

(c) the nature of agreement reach
ed between the two Governments?

The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri M. V. Krishnappa):
(a) The Government of India ar
ranged with the Ceylon Government 
an exchange of 30,000 tons of boiled 
rice with an equal quantity of Madhya 
Pradesh raw rice.

(b) and (c). No, Sir; there is no 
shortage of rice as such in the coun
try. The requirements of deficit States 
can be met out of internal surpluses. 
It was to meet a temporary shortage 
of boiled rice in Travancore-Cochin, 
where the consumers prefer boiled rice, 
that an exchange arrangement with the 
Ceylon Government, was made.
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Kumari Annie Mascarene: May I
know whether there is any difference in 
the price of rice that is Imported from 
Ceylon to Travancore-Cochin?

Shri Ridwai: The question of price 
does not arise because we are ex
changing it with our rice. Therefore,

the price that the consumer will have 
to pay in Travancore-Cochin will be 
the price that we have to pay in 
Madhya Pradesh.

F r e ig h t  o n  I m p o r t e d  F o o d - s t u f f s

*359. Shri Jhulan Sinha: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any difference 
in the rates of freight on food-stuffs 
imported into India, between ships 
owned by Indians and by others; and

(b) the fotal quantity of food-stuffs 
imported into India, in Indian and 
foreign ships and the total freight 
paid to them (separately) during the 
year 1952?

The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri M. V. Krishnappa);
(a) Presumably information is re
quired in respect of foodgrains im
ported on Government Account. 
There is no“ difference in the rates of 
freight for Indian owned vessels and 
foreign flag vessels.

(b) The quantity of foodgrains im
ported in India, in Indian owned and 
foreign flag ships, during 1952, and 
the freight paid thereon are as fol
lows:

Quantity Freight 
(in *000 tons), (in lakhs 

of Rupees)

Indian vessels. 328 6 159 0

Foreign vessels. 3535*4 3629 0

Shri Jhulan Sinha: May I know, Sir, 
if, in view of the desirability of en
couraging transport by Indian vessels. 
Government consider it desirable to 
increase the quantum of Government 
subsidy to Indian-owned shipping 
companies?

The Minister of Food and Airricul- 
ture (SCiri Kidwai): Apart from the 
question of subsidy, we pay the freight 
and that is acceotable to both foreign 
and Indian firms.




