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Petroleum in Khasi Hills

'*'2504. Shri Bimalaprosad Clialiha: 
Will the Minister o f Natural Resources 
and Scientific Research be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that re
cent geological survey has shown the 
existence of petroleum in Khasi Hills; 
and

(b ) if so, whether the Geological 
Survey will undertake prospecting?

The Deputy Minister of Natural Re
sources and Scientific Research (Shri 
K. D. Malaviya); (a) While making 
a survey of the coalfields of the Khasi 
Hills, some oil seepages were found in 
the Khasi Hills near the border of 
the Sylhet district. Gas shows were 
aJsc noticed associated with these
oil seepages.

(b ) The Question of undertaking 
further work in the area is under 
consideration.

Shri Bimalaprosad Chaliha: Is there 
any Indian enterprise which could 
undertake prospecting and exploitation 
of petroleum?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: What little
survey the Survey of India has carried 
out shows that the prospecting of this 
area w ill entail too much cost and the 
Director-General o f Survey of India 
is of the opinion that it w ill not be a 
practical proposition to undertake 
detailed prospecting o f this area. 
However in order to delimit the areas 
where more oil could be prospected, the 
Director-General of the Survey of India 
proposes to carry on some further sur
veys in this connection.

Shri Bimalaprosad Chaliha: Is it
under the consideration of Govern

ment to sponsor any mineral oil pros
pecting and exploiting enterprise with 
Stale participation?

Shri K, D. Malaviya: This is too gen
eral a Question.

Mr. Speaker: He wants to know 
whether there is any such intention 
on the part o f Government.

Shri K. D. Malaviya: There is na 
intention on the part o f Governm ent 
tc undertake detailed prospecting fo r  
such areas.
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