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Janta  Express  will  be a  regular
feature or it was done only by  way
of experiment; and

(b) whether it is contemplated to 
attach Annapooma cars  to  trains
which normally  have  dining  cars
attached to them?

The Deputy Minister of Railways and 
Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a) This is 
only an experiment.

(b) No, Sir.

Shri M. S. Gumpadaswamy: May I
know whether the experiment proved 
a failure or a success?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. That will 
be a matter of opinion.
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Shri Nanadas: May I  know  the
number of Annapooma dining cars that 
are available in the Indian Railways?

Shri Alagesan: Only one was built
and it is being used now.

Research on Rice Fungus Disease

*34. Sardar Hiikam Singh: Will the 
Minister df Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that large 
scale field  research in rice-growing 
areas in India on  the  problem  of 
controlling fungus  diseases is  now 
being conducted by a British firm;

(b) if so, whether this firm  has 
submitted any report; and

(c) whether statistics are available 
regarding  the loss to  crops  every 
year due to these diseases?

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr. P.
S. Deshmckh): (a) Yes; the experi
ments are being conducted at a number 
of centres in India including the Cen

tral Rice  Research Institute, at the 
instance of ttie Imperial Chemical In
dustries Ltd.

(b) The experiments are in progress. 
The firm has not submitted any report 
so far.

(c) The disease appears every year 
in a mild form except that in 1918 in 
the delta of Godavari and Kistna and 
in  1942-43 in  Bengal almost  total 
destruction of crop was caused by the 
disease.

Sardar Hukam Singh: May I know 
how many teams are engaged just at 
present in  various centres for this 
research?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I want notice.

Sardar Hukam Singh: What are the 
centres, except the one mentioned just 
now, which have been selected for this 
purpose?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I would like to 
have notice for that also because this 
is done by a private firm and we have 
allowed it only as regards the Rice 
Resea'rch, Institute.  As regards the 
others I have no information.

Sardar Hukam Singh: May I know 
whether any Indians have been sent 
to London and whether they are study
ing this crop protection work?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I have no infor
mation.

Shri B. K. Das: May I know whether 
any Government expense is Involved 
in this?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: No, Sir.

Shri B. S. Murthy: May I know whe
ther any team is engaged in East and 
West Godavari Districts in order to 
combat this fungus?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Not in the delta 
itself; the research is done elsewhere.

Telegraph Centenary Exhibition

*35. Sardar Hukam Singh: (a) Will 
the Minister of Ckmimunications be 
pleased to state  whether a  special 
telegraph service called  “Send your
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own Greeting Message Service”  has 
been introduced during the Telegraph 
Centenary Exhibition?

rb) If so. what was  the  average 
number of visitors who availed them
selves of this opportunity every day 
and  what  was  the  number  of 
messages transmitted every day?

The Deputy Minister of Communica
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Yes,
from 1st November 1953.

(b) About 3,000 visitors a day came 
to see the  Exhibition and only 158 
messages a day on an average were 
booked at this concessional rate.

Ŝ dar Hukam Singh: May 1 know 
whether these messages are restricted 
to Delhi and New Delhi only or whe
ther they can be sent to other stations?

Shri Raj Bahadur: They are only for 
Delhi and New Delhi, not for other 
stations.

Sardar Hukam Singh: How long is 
this service to continue?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Up to the end of
the  Exhibition, that is, the 30th of 
November, provisionally.

Stoppage of  Tea  Sale on Platforms 
AFTER  Midnight

♦36. Shri Heda:  Will the Minister
f)f RaOways be pleased to state:

(a)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 

vendors  have  been  prohibited  to  sell 

tea  between  midnight  and 4  a.m. 

at  railway  platforms;  and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

The Parliamentary Secrêry to the 
Minister of  Railways and  Transport 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) At small 
stations the vending and catering con
tractors are not permitted to sell any 
articles,  including  tea,  during  the 
hours of 11 P.M. to 4 a.m . At big sta
tions and Junctions, light refreshments, 
including tea, are permitted to be sold 
during these hours at the stall only, 
but not on the platforms or on trains.

(b)  These  restrictions  have  been 
imposed  in order to prevent  incon
venience to  passengers who wish to

have a night’s rest while travelling in 
trains.

Shri Heda: In view of the fact that 
a great number of passengers, parti
cularly those  who have to travel by 
third class,  have to keep themselves 
awake to look after their luggage or 
to get down at intermediate stations, 
may I know what alternative arrange
ment has been made for them?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: This question 
was taken up at the first meeting of 
the National Railway Users Consulta
tive Committee and it was  proposed 
by the majority of members that this 
ban on sale should be removed, and the 
proposal has been acceded to by the 
Ministry.

Shri Heda: Can the  hon.  Parlia
mentary Secretary give us an idea of 
the percentage of passengers that can 
sleep?

Shri R. K. Chaudhuri: Is Government 
aware that this order has caused great 
hardship to third class passengers who 
are unable to get down and go to the 
stall for their refreshment, because if 
they do so they lose their seats?

The Minister of RaUways and Trans
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): Hawking at 
night is really awkward.  You will ex
cuse me, Sir, if I say that it is a crude 
way of doing things. But as the Parlia- 
mentarĵ Secretary said just now, this 
matter was raised in the National Rail
way Users Coimcil, and we have now 
agreed  to the sale of cold and hot 
drinks at night.

Sardar Hukam  Singh: Before this
was done, was any attempt made to 
find out whether the majority of pas
sengers were in favour of it or against 
it?

Mr. Speaker: I think I will go to the 
next question.

Japanese Method of Rice Cultivatiom

*37. Shpi S. N. Das: Will the Minis
ter of Food and Agriculture be pleas
ed to state:

(a)  whether  the  Indian  Mission 
which had gone to Japan to make  a




