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Shri Dabhi: May I know to what
extent the steps taken have proved
effective?

Shri Datar: The steps are now in
the last stage of implementation.

Kumari Annie Mascarene: May I
know, Sir, how many cases are pend-
ing and for how long are they pend-
ing?

Shri Dabhi: Is it not a fact that
the delay in the issue of the neces-
sary permits to licensees in several
cases has compelled people to offer
bribes to the officers concerned?

Shri Datar: I am not aware
Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Shri Nanadas: May 1 know, Sir, by
what time all these measures will
come into force?

Shri Datar: They will come into
force within a few days.

ELEcTORAL RoLLs ror PEPSU

*902. Shri Ajit Singh: Will the Minis-
ter of States be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
electoral rolls for the next general
elections in PEPSU have been pub-
lished; and

(b) if not, when these will be pub-
lished?

The Minister of Home Affairs and
States (Dr. Katju): (a) and (b).
Arrangements have been completed
by the PEPSU Government for the
publication of the final electoral rolls
on the 15th December, 1953, that is
tomorrow.

Shri Ajit Singh: May I know, Sir,
the date of holding of the elections
in PEPSU?

Dr. Katju: I expect to make an
announcement about this tomorrow or
possibly the day after. The elections
will be held some time towards the
end of February.

Shri Ajit Singh: May I know, Sir,
the number of objections and claims
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received by the Government and the
action taken thereon?

Dr. Katju: I want notice of that
question.

FLEXIBLE STONE
#904. Sardar Hukam Singh: Will the
Minister of Natural Resources and
Scientific Research be pleased to state:

(a) whether any ‘flexible’ stone is
found in Mohindargarh District of
PEPSU State; and

(b) whether it has been exploited
for any particular use?

The Deputy Minister of Natural
Resources and Scientific Research
(Shri K. D. Malaviya): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir. Exploitation of mineral
resources is the responsibility of the
State Governments. The Government
of PEPSU have reported that the
stone in question has not been ex-
ploited for any particular use so far.
No commercial use of the stone except
as a curio piece is yet known.

Sardar Hukam Singh: Do the State
Government or the Central Govern-
ment contemplate making an enquiry
into the potentialities of the further
uses that it may be put to?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: We have al-
ready made some enquiries and our
experts inform us that there is no
particular use for this stone except
that in certain cases it was used as
building material.

Shri Ajit Singh: May I know, Sir,
what are the qualities of this flexible
stone?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I do not know,
Sir.

WHOLESALE PRICES INDEX

*995. Shri §. C. Samanta: Will the
Minister of Finance be pleased to state
the index number of wholesale prices
in India in the first and second quarters
of 19537

The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Finance (Shri B. R.
Bhagat): A statement giving the re-
quired information is laid on the
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Shri 8. C. Samanta: May I know
‘how far the import and export policy
-of the Government affect these index
Pprices?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: The price index
is the result of a number of forces,
and it is difficult to say precisely
-quantitatively the effect of Govern-
ment import and export policy on this,
But generally, as 1 said earlier, it is
the result of a number of factors
governing the economic policy of the
Government.

Shri 5. C. Samanta: May I know,
Sir, if Government have made any
<comparison with the economic index
prices of foreign countries for this
period?

Shri B, R. Bhagat: The price situa-
tion is under the continuous study of
the Reserve Bank as part of its normal
«duty as a Central Bank and such
comparison is always made by it as
part of its study.

Shri Nanadas: There has been a
<ontinuous rise in the whole-sale price
index during the first half of 1953.
‘May I know, Sir, the reasons for that
rise in price?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: As I said, Sir, it
is difficult to give any precise reasons
for this rise in price. The probable
reasons are the smaller output of
some crops in 1952-53 season, especial-
ly in respect of cotton, groundnuts
and tea, secondly, the steep fall in im-
port and some increase in  export
‘through the demand for cotton textiles,
-and thereby the revival in the specu-
lative interest in some commodities.
So, the rise in price may be the
«cumulative effect of all these forces.

Shri Mohiuddin: May I know whe-
ther Government have under consi-
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deration the revision of the whole-
sale index of prices by changing the
weights and the base year?

Shri B. R. Bhagat: No, Sir.

MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL

*907. Dr. M. M. Das: Wil the
Minister of Education be pleased to
state:

(a) whether a plan for the establish-
ment of a mountaineering school in
Darjeeling with Shri Tenzing as the
Chief Instructor, has been received by
Government; and

(b) if so, the main features of the
plan?

The Deputy Minister of Natural
Resources and Scientific Research
(Shri K. D. Malaviya): (a) No.

(b) Does not arise.

Sy W T | A 9 gedar
g fF Rl o oear & o A &
I @ FHE FT AT 9F A g FF
Y o e & 9w 7

st §o o wEET : A, &,
T BAR T ] I & 7 A Fg g
g fF o 4T aeardy dear arsite §
FTw B o1 Y & | Fafag wR wgE,
oY Fer wradfrafor &g & fasiem €
T FX wF A e R § )
g g AR Mafasw '@
59 ® ggrEar W A 8 |
Dr. M. M. Das: May I know, what
will be the contribution of the Cen-

tral Government towards the starting
of this institution?

Shri E. D. Malaviya: Nothing has
been decided just now.





