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‘ Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Through co-
operative societies and private agen-
<ies.
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The Deputy Minister of Rallways
:and Transport (Shri Alagesam): (a)
and (b). The number of Indian ships
engaged.in the coastal and foreign trades
varied at different times during 1952-
53, but according to the latest available
information, there are at present 89
and 24 Indian-owned ships in the coastal
and fareign trade respectively. Besides
‘these, there are also 10 ships charter-
ed by the Indian Shipping companies

which are all plying in the coastal
trade. '

(¢) The hon. Member evidently
wants to know the number of mer-
<hant ships attached to the Indian
Navy. The answer is nil.
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Shri Alagesan: I am not able to
follow the figures mentioned by the

kon. Member.
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Shri V. P, Nayar: May.I know, Sir,
what is the percentage of cargo hand-
led in the coastal trade to the total
cargo handled in India’s entire sea-
borne trade by Indian shipping?

Shri Alagesan: As far as the coastal
trade is concerned, the hon. House is
aware that it has been reserved com-
pletely for Indian shipping.

Shri V. P. Nayar: That is not the
qQuestion. What is the percentage of
cargo handled by Indian shipping in
India’s entire sea-borne trade?

Shri Alagesan: I should like to have
notiice for that.

Shri Punnoose: The numbef of
Indian ships engaged in coastal trade
as well as foreign trade has been given
in the Statement. May I know the cor-
responding foreign ships engaged in
these?

Shri Alagesan: As I said, in the
coastal trade there are no foreign
ships, except chartered ships by Indian
shipping companies. In the foreign
trade, I do not know the number. I
cannot give the number exactly now.

Shri V, P. Nayar: Is it not a fact
that over 95 per cent. of India'’s foreign
trade is handled by foreign shipping?

Shri Alagesan: Yes, most of it is
handled by foreign shipping.

SuGAR PRICE

*899, Shri Jhulan Sinha: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) the formulse for fixing the '

price of sugar at present;
(b) the period for which it has been
in force;
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