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march of the desert to a considerable 
extent.

Mr. Deputy ̂ Speaker: Next question.
Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: What is 

the distance of the desert from Delhi?
Sugar

*896. Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: Will 
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state the total quantity 
o f sugar released by the Government 
of India since the beginning of June,
1953, for sale in the open market?

The Deputy Minister of Food and 
Agriculture (Shri M. V. Krishnappa):
3,62,756 tons.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh; What quan
tity  of this released sugar has so far 
reached the market for internal con
sumption?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): From the .begin
ning of the season, that is, 1st Decem
ber, we have released for the open 
market about 14.91 lakh tons—from 
December up to now. Only 2.04 lakh 
tons could not be moved on account 
of shortage of wagons. The balance 
has reached the market.

Shri Kidwai; 2 04 lakhs of tons is the 
quantity of sugar released but not 
despatched. 2.42 lakhs of tons is the 
unreleased quantity. The total is 4:46 
lakhs of tons.
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Shri T. K. Chaudhaii: May I know  
who are handling this imported sugar, 
the Government themselves or any 
private agencies?

Shri Kidwal: Gk)vernment 
selves.

them-

Shri RaghavaUih: Is this sugar re
leased in the market within the pur
chasing capacity of the common man? 
If not, will the Government make any 
efforts to see that it is within his pur
chasing capacity?

Shri Kidwai: According to our
figures, sugar consumption has in
creased by 50 per cent, which means 
that the consumers find it better or 
feasier to purchase sugar rather than gur.

Shri Gidwani: Is it a fact that some 
months ago, the Government, in order 
to reduce the price of sugar in the 
Bombay market, sent certain wagons 
to Meerut, but the mill-owners refused 
to load them, and so the wagon^ re
turned empty?

Shri Kidwai: That may be correct, 
because the mill-owners ytifire prepared 
to  send sugar only to those persons 
for whom it was sold. And so they 
could not send sugar to Bombay.

Shri Gidwani: Xs it a fact that the 
Government wanted to take action 
against the defaulters, since they re
fused to load the wagona, which re
turned empty, and Government had 
to suffer loss?

Shri Kidwai: No, Sir. Government 
have not suffered any loss. Under the 
scheme, 2:04 lakhs of tons of sugar

have been released, but could not .be 
despatched. If they are to be despat
ched, then they will be despatched  
only to those places where it has been 
purchased.

Shri V. B. Gandhi: Will the Govern
ment give the landed cost of import^ 
ed sugar? How does it compare with  
the ex-factory price of sugar in th e  
country?

Shri Kidwai: The landed cost of the- 
sugar, excluding duty will be round* 
about Rs. 19-8-0 to Rs. 21-&4).

Shri V. B. Gandhi: What will it be. 
incliiding duty?

Shri Kidwai: Rs. 5-2-0 has to be add
ed on to the price of every variety of’ 
sugar that is imported.
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The Deputy Minister of Food an<£ 
Agriculture (Shri M. V. Krishnappa):
(a) Yes.

(b) A statement showing the re
quired information is placed on the  
Table of the House.

STATEMENT
Short-term loans given to various States 
for purchase and distribution of chemical 
fertilisers during 19,53-,U.

(Rs, in lakhs)

Name of State Amount of loan 
given

Assam . . .
Bihar • . .
Madhya Pradesh . 
Punjab- * ♦

7*98 
48*48 
63 *80 

17 53.




