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Shri Punnoose: May I know the
members of the Southern Railway
Zonal Committee?

Shri Alagesan: There are three
Members of Parliament. They are
Shri P. Natesan, Shri A. M. Thomas
and Shri Govindarajan of the Council
of States.
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Shri V. P. Nayar: The hoh. Minis-
ter in answer to an earlier supple-
mentary question stated ' that all
parties are represented. Is it not a
fact that the three Members men-
tioned by him belong to the Congress
Party and hence other parties are
not represented?

Shri Alagesan: The full list of
names will be placed on the table of
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the House. The hon. Member can
find for himself whether they belong
to all the parties.

Shri Muniswamy: May I know on
what considerations the selection of
these Members was made for these
Committees?

Shri Alagesam: These are nomina-
ted by the Minister.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is invidious
to state it on the floor of this House.

PRODUCTION OF Gur

*542. Shri K. P. Sinha: (a) Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state the total quantity of
gur produced during the year 1952-53
(State-wise)?

(b) How does it compare with that
of the last year?

The Deputy Minister of Food and
Agriculture (Shri M. V. Krishnappa):
(a) and (b). The final figures for
gur production during 1952-53 are
not yet available, but it is estimated
to be about 15 per cent. less than that
in 1951-52.

Shri K, P. Sinha: May I know how
far the payment of price has effected
gur production?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri Kidwai): One has nothing
to do with the other.
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Shri K, P. Sinha: May 1 know how
the gur prices of this year compare
with those of last year?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: I shall give
the comparative filgures as under:—

In January 1952 the price of gur
was Rs. 13/- per maund.

In January 1953 the price of gur
was Rs. 13/4/- per maund.

In February 1952 the price of gur
was Rs, 10/12/- per maund.

In February 1953 the price of gur
was Rs. 13/9/- per maund.

In June 1952 the price of gur
was Rs. 10/- per maund.

In June 1953 the price of gur
wag Rs. 12/ per maund.

In July 1952 the price of gur
was Rs. 12/- per maund.

In July 1953 the price of gur
was Rs. 21/2/- per maund.
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Shri Shivananjappa: May I know
the total quantity that has been diver-
ted for the manufacture of jaggery
for 1952?

Shri Kidwal: For ‘1952 final figures
have not yet been received.

Shri Nanadas: What are the facili-
ties provided to the gur producers of
the States?

Shri Kidwai: If the States want any
facilities, we will try to provide them.

Sardar Huokam Singh: May I know
whether there are any causes for the
fall in production?

Shri Kidwai: The most productive
area is the Meerut area and this year
the crop was diseased and, there-
fore, the gur recovery and sugar re-
covery were reduced.

Shri Heda: In view of the fact that
the gur production depends upon the
fixation of sugarcane price, which is
done by the Central Government, do
Government consider this aspect of
the matter and decide the Govern-
ment policy?

Shri Kidwai: What the hon. Mem-
ber has said before he has himself
contradicted now. If the cane price
for the factory is fixed low, there
should be more production of gur. Be-
cause the gur prices were high this
year for the first time after many
years, again cane price was fixed at
Rs. 1/8/-. Therefore, gur production
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should be Increased but really it has
decreased.

Shri Punnoose: May I know whe-
ther in Travancore-Cochin the low
fixation of price has affected the area
of cultivation as well as yield per
acre? )

Shri Kidwqg That may be true but
I have not found that the cane cul-
tivation this year has decreased. It
may have increased. I have said
again and again that the comparative
‘prices of other alternative products
always affect the production. The
other day I sdid that when the price
of cane was fixed at Rs. 2/- a maund,
next year the cane production dec-
reased because prices of wheat and
-other commodities were much higher.
Therefore, it is not the price that
matters but it is the comparative price
that matters.
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Shri K. P. Sinba: May know if it is
a fact that because of low production
of gur there is disappearance of sugar
from the present market?

Shri Kidwai: Sugar has not disap-
peared from the market, but on ac-
count of the high price of gur, there
has been more consumption of sugar
this year than last year. It was first
thought that perhaps sugar may
have been hoarded, but enquiries
made through banks reveal that there
is not more investment on sugar this
year than last year. Therefore, we
have reasons to presume that the com-
sumption has increased almost 50 per
cent. this year.

SURVEY OF OIL SEEDS

*543. Shri Heda: (a) Will the Minis-
ter of Food and Agriculture he pleased
to state whether the survey of minor
oilseeds has been completed?

(b) If so, what are its main recom-
mendations?

(¢) If not, when is it expected to be
completed?

The Deputy Minister of Food and
Agriculture (Shri M. V., Krishnappa):
(a) Not yet, except in Madras State.

(b) The main recommendations in
the case of Madras are:—

(f) that to stimulate procuction
of oil, more industrial uses
should be found for neem oil
for pungam, wmohwa and
for soap making;

(ii) that research work .should
be promoted to find new uses
for pungam wmohwa, and
pinnai oils; and

(ifi) that possibilities of utili-
sation of tobacco seed oil in
industries should be studied
and that export of tobacco
seed cake should be permit-
ted.

(¢) The surveys undertaken in
other States are expected to be com-
pleted within a year.





