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T S S T v it ta l  Rao: What is the esti
mated cost of installing the lock and 
block system throughout the railways?

Shri AlAgesan: Sir, I cannot give the 
figure offhand. It w ill run into crores.

Shri Muniswamy: In answer to part
(a) of the question the hon. Minister 
has said ‘No*. May I know whether 
there was any occasion during the past 
year when such collisions took place?

Shri Alagesan: Yes. Sir, unfortu
nately there have been one or two 
collisions which drew the attention of 
the public. But taking the .previous 
period into consideration, the number 
of collisions has been less. Thsit is 
w hy the answer has been ‘No* to 
part (a).

Kumari Annie Mascarene: Is it a
fact that these accidents are caused 
by the irregularity of timing of the 
trains?

Shri Alagesan: No, Sir.
Shri Achuthan: May I know whe

ther there is paucity of funds or pau
city of materials to replace the whole 
Railways with the lock and block 
isystem?

Shri Alagfesan: I said this is being 
done on a programmed basis within  
the limits of funds and materials 
available.
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The Deputy Minister of Hallways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
and (b). The construction of bridges 
over the Betwa river at Jhararghat* 
on Jhansi-Lalitpur Section of National 
Highway No. 26. and over the Nar
mada river at Barman on Sagar-Nar- 
fiinghpur Section of National Highway 
No. 26 is orovided for in the current 
five-year programme for the develop^ 
ment of National Highways.

(c) It is hoped to start the cons
truction of these bridges in about a 
year’s time.

R a il w a y  St a t io n  at  M ehsana

•1274. Shri S. G, Parikh: (a) Will 
the Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a new  
Railway Station is being constructed 
at Mehsana?

(b) What amount has been spent so 
far and what further amount w ill be 
necessary to complete the station?

(c) What is the estimated cost?
(d) WKen was the work started and 

when is it likely to be completed?
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Railways and Transport 
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) Yes.

(b) The amount so far spent is 
Rs. 2.78,750/- and the additional funds 
necessary to complete the Station 
would amount to Rs. 4,55,700/-.

(c) Rs. 7,34,500/-.
(d) The work was started in the 

year 1951-52 and the major portion 
thereof should ‘be comnleted by the 
end of this year.

Shri 8. G. Parl&h; May I know whe
ther diamond crossing has been * ins
talled there or not and. if so, at what 
cost?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: There are
diamond crossings and they are ope
rated.

Shri S. G. Parikh: May I know whe
ther it is put to use or not?
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Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Yes, it is

being put to use whenever it is neces- 
-sary.

Shri Dabhi: What passenger ameni
ties, including installation of water 
coolers, construction of third class 
ivaiting rooms etc.. will be provided 
at this station?

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Third class 
ivai^ng halls have already been cons^ 
iructed and waiting halls for upper 
classes are being constructed, and I 
hope they will be all constructed dur
in g  the year.

Shri Dabhi: W*ater faciUties? ' '
Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Water faci

lities too.
R o ad  BRmoB near K u rn o o l

*1275. SHri Gadilingana Gowd: (a)
'Will the Minister of Transport be 
pleased to state whether there was a proposal to construct a road bridge 
•on Tungabhadra River near Kurnool?

(b) Jf so. at what stage doe^ the 
m atter stand?

(c) Have Government considered 
the necessity of construction of a 
road bridge in view  of the location of 
Capital of the Andhra State at 
Kurnool?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
to (c). Originally, the Anantapur- 
Yadcherla section of National High
way No. 7 (Benaras-Caoe Comorin 

Road) was aligned via Kurnool and 
it was proposed to construct a bridge 
on the National Highway over the 
Tungabhadra river near Kurnool. 
Subsequently it ŵ as tentatively  
decided to take the National High
way through Madhavaram ar.d 
Raichur because a substantial length 
•of the road via KurnooJ would be 
submerged on the construction of the 
proposed Krishila-Pennar Project. The 
question of construction of a bridge 
over the Tungabhadra river near Kur
nool from National Highway Funds 
will arise on ly  if it is Anally decided 
to  take the National Highway via Kur- 
fiool. It is proposed to consult the

Government of the new Andhra State 
before finalising the alignment.

Shri Gadilingana Gowd: May I
know if the Government is aware that 
the Governor of Madras who inspec
ted Kurnool on the 9th was personal
ly convinced of the necessity of this 
bridge and has promised the Kurnool 
Municipality that he would take up 
the matter with the Central Minister 
of Railways

Shri Alagesan: Sir, I have explain
ed in detail in the answer which I 
have read out tbat unless it is decided 
to have the national highway via 
Kurnool the question of constructing 
a bridge near Kurnool w ill not arise. 
If that is finally decided in consulta
tion w ith the new Andhra State then  
it will be taken up.

Shri Gadilingana Gowd: Is the Gov
ernment aware that the Tungabhadra 
river near Kurnool is boundary bet
ween Hyderabad and Madras States 
and that trade and commerce between 
the two States Will develop if the 
bridge is constructed?

Mr/Deputy-Speaker: He has said
that only if the question about the 
national highway is decided this can 
be taken up, and they have not de
cided upon it yet.

Shri Gadilingana Gowd: Is he aware
that it is a boundary?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Everybody is
aware.

Shri Muniswamy: If the question of 
the bridge over the Tungabhadra 
river is finalised, may I know what 
would be the total amount of expen
diture which would be incurred by 
the Central Government for the cons
truction of such a bridge?

Shri Alagesan: I cannot give any
estimate of the cost of the bridge just 
now.

B btbl N uts

*1276. Shri Achuthan: Will the
Minister of Food and Africnltare be 
pleased to state:

(a) the estimated total quanti^ of 
betel nutfi required for use in this 
country in the years 1951-52; and




