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has been responsible for the fall in the
prices of ore.

(c) Yes.

(d) The matter is under considera-
tion.

SELF ti:)>IDING INSTRUMENTS

*90. Shri 8. C. Samanta: Will the
Minister of Communications be pleased
{o state:

(a) whether self-recording instru-
ments like barographs and thermo-
graphs are manufactured in India;

(b) if so, when they were first manu-
factured;

(c) the number of instruments in
use at present;

(d) how many of them are imported
ones and how many indigenous; and

(e) how their price compares?

The Deputy Minister ~of Communi-
cationg (Shri Raj Bahadur): (o) Yes.

(b) In 19848.
(c) 262.

(d) 208 are imported and 54 indige-
fnous.

(e) I lay on the Table a statement
showing the prices of the imported in-
struments and of those manufactured
by the Department. [See Appendix I,
annexure No. 19.]

Mouoir 1ED RATIONING IN WLST BENGAL

*91. Shri T. K, Chaudhuri: (a) Will
the Minister of Food and Agriculture
be pleased to state in how many
districts and municipalities outside the
Calcutta Rationing Area in West
Bengal, the system of essential food-
grains supply known as ‘modified
rationing’ has been introduced since
May, 1953, and the reasons therefor?

(b) Are there any fixed rules or
instructions as to the introduction of
modified rationing in non-rationed
areag correlated to the rice and paddy
Jprices prevailing in such areas?
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(¢) Do Government propose to ﬂ:
on the Table of the House, a statement
showing the average market prices of
rice in different Districts of West
Bengal outside the Calcutta Rationing
Area during the months of May to
July 1953?

The Minister of Food and Agriculture
(Shri Kidwai): (a) Modified rationing
has been introduced in 13 Districts in-
cluding 40 Municipalities in West Ben-
gal since May, 1853. This measure is
intended to bring down the market
price of rice where it is high and to
afford relief to the people of low pur-
chasing power.

(b) No, Sir. District officers have
been given discretion to introduce
modified rationing in their districts
whenever and wherever they find it
necessary.

(c) Yes; a statement is placed on
the Table of the House. [See Appen-
dix, 1, annexure No. 20.]
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The Parliamentary Secretary e the
Minister of Railways and Transport
(Shri Shahnawaz Khan): (a) A robbery
was attempted on the 1 up Tundls
Agra train between Chhalesar and
Yamuna Bridge stations at about 2.43
hours on the night of 22/23-5-63 and





