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[The Minister of Education and
Natuaral Resources and Scientific Re-
search (Maulana Azad): The general
policy of the Government is that old
buildings of national importance which
are sought to be protected should not

be used for any other purposes as far
as possible.]
-

EXCAVATIONS IN THE NARMADA VALLEY

*1606. Shri Muniswamy: Will the
Minister of Education be pleased to
state whether the expenditure incur-
red for the work of excavation and ex-
ploration in the Narmada Valley was
met by Government or private
institutions? :

The Deputy Minister of Natural Re-
sources and Scientific Research
K. D. Malaviya): The expenditure
was met by the Deccan College Post-
Graduate and Research Institute,
Poona.

Shri Muniswamy: . May I know
whether any of the officers of the
Archaeological department were sent
to the spot? '

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I do not know.
But. according to the general practice,
if Research students apply for such
excavations, the Archaeological cdepart-
ment gives permlssion and then they

mdke their own grrangements, .
Shri Muniswamy: May I know whi

. ¢

ther Governmént sre’ awarg of ‘an
restlts of this excavation?
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Shri K. D. M:'iviya: Yes, Sir.
There have been inanifestations of
seven distinct cultures in the excava-
tions made there. In this connectiu.:,
I may refer the hon. Member to a
question put in the House on 14th
April 1953.

Shri Muniswamy: May [ know whe-
ther the results stand in any com-
parsion with thcse in Harappa and
Mohenjo Daro?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I can express
no opinion about that,

THE Taj

*1608. Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha:
Will the Minister of Education be
pleased to state:

(a) the total amount spent so far
gfer the repairs of the Taj since 1940-

(b) whether there is any Commit-
tee appointed to give guidance and
check the expenditure incurred;

(c) it so, the composition and per-
sonnel of the Committee; and

(d) whether it is a fact that arrange-
ments have been made to procure
some precious stones from Pakistan to
lay on the facade of the mausoleum?

The Deputy Minister of Natural Re-
sources and Scientific Research (Shri
K. D. Malaviya): (a) Rs. 4,07,379.

(b) No.
(c) Does not arise.
(d) No.

1 may be allowed to add in answer to
(d) that arrangements may hiave to be
made at some future date for a parti-
cular type of stones to be imported
from Pakistan.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Simha: May I
know who gives the structural advice to
the Government of India?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: There was a
Committee which was formed in 1943
to advice the Government on these
questions. As to the Structural Ad-
viser, I will require notice to answer
that question.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinka: May I
know if the Adviser recommended
that the four .Chhatries around the
main dome of the Taj should be dis-
mantled and rebuilt because they have

e structurally dnsound, and if

§9, what s Government propose
to'takg in‘:g:‘ regard?





