2423 Oral Answers

either milk mixed with water or water
mixed with milk 1s not consumed by
the soldiers?

Sardar Majithia: As I said, it was
due to the milk shortage, or in other
words, as the milk required for the
army personnel was not available we
had to go to this practice, It is our
endeavour to come back to naturgl
milk as soon as circumstances permit.

Prot. D. C. Sharma: How is this milk
powder obtained and from where is
it obtained?

Sardar Majithla: Milk powder is im-
ported.

TosAacco

*1604. Shri Jhulan Sinha: Will the
Minister of Finance be pleased to
state:

(a) the total quantity of tobacco
consumed in (i) Chewing (1i) snufi-
ing, and (iii) smoking purposes; and

(b) the quantity produced in the
country and the quantity imported
from abroad, (with their value in
rupees)?

The Deputy Minister of Finance
(Shri A. C. Guha): (a) There is no
information available about the guanti-
ty of tobacco consumed; the quanti-
ties of tobacco cleared in 19531-52 on
payment of central excise duty for
the purposes specified in the question
are however us ifollows:

(1) Chewing — 112,776,000 1bs.
(11) Spuff — 8.660,000 lbs,
(iii) Smoking — 323,464,000 lbs.

(h) The quantity cf unmanufactur-
ed tobacco produced in India during
the crop year 1951-52 was 671,276.000
lbs. Information regarding value is
not available. The quantity of un-
manufactured tobacco imported in
1951-52 was 5,000,000 lbs. and its
value was Rs. 1.85.39,060.

Shri Jhulan Sinha: May I know if
the varieties of tobacco imported from
outside are capable of being produced
in India and it eflorts have been or
are being made to produce them
locally and do away with the neces-
sity of importing them?”

Shri A. C. Guha: Generally, high
class Virginia tobacco is imported for
the manufacture of better.iype of
cigarettes and wrapping cherooti. As
this kind of tobacco is not available in
India, it is imported.

Shri R:g:lnmh h: May 1 kno
wrgeﬂier atco sultable for cl(n‘eﬂz,
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manufacture is not in fact produced
in places like Guntur and exported to
England and if so, where is the
necessity for importing such tobacco
into India?

Shri A. C. Guha: I know that tobacco
produced in India is used fcr the
manufacture of cigarettes and quite
large quantities are also exported. As
I have already stated, only very high
class tobacco which is not produced
in India is imported

Shri Nanadas: May 1 know the coun-
tries from which this high class
tobacco is imported? :

Shri A, C. Guha: Usually from the
USA.

Shri Badshah Gupta: May I know
what attempt is being made to pro-
duce this high class tobacco here?

8hri A, C. Guha: I can only say that
every attempt 1s being made because
Government is not eagtr to consume
so much onf toreign exchange, parti-
cularly doUlar exchange, on this.
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The Minister of Defence Orgamisa-
tion (Shri Tyagi): (a) and (b). No
fort in Vindhya Pradesh is under the
charge of the Ministty -of Defence.

Ministry of Education have how-
ever information about those forts
which have been declared as of na-
tiopal importauce. No fort in Vindhya
Pradesh has been so deciared; but a
preliminary notification for declaring
the Ajaigarh Fort in that State as
one ot national importance has been
issued.
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[The Minister of Education and
Natuaral Resources and Scientific Re-
search (Maulana Azad): The general
policy of the Government is that old
buildings of national importance which
are sought to be protected should not

be used for any other purposes as far
as possible.]
-

EXCAVATIONS IN THE NARMADA VALLEY

*1606. Shri Muniswamy: Will the
Minister of Education be pleased to
state whether the expenditure incur-
red for the work of excavation and ex-
ploration in the Narmada Valley was
met by Government or private
institutions? :

The Deputy Minister of Natural Re-
sources and Scientific Research
K. D. Malaviya): The expenditure
was met by the Deccan College Post-
Graduate and Research Institute,
Poona.

Shri Muniswamy: . May I know
whether any of the officers of the
Archaeological department were sent
to the spot? '

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I do not know.
But. according to the general practice,
if Research students apply for such
excavations, the Archaeological cdepart-
ment gives permlssion and then they

mdke their own grrangements, .
Shri Muniswamy: May I know whi

. ¢

ther Governmént sre’ awarg of ‘an
restlts of this excavation?
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Shri K. D. M:'iviya: Yes, Sir.
There have been inanifestations of
seven distinct cultures in the excava-
tions made there. In this connectiu.:,
I may refer the hon. Member to a
question put in the House on 14th
April 1953.

Shri Muniswamy: May [ know whe-
ther the results stand in any com-
parsion with thcse in Harappa and
Mohenjo Daro?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: I can express
no opinion about that,

THE Taj

*1608. Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha:
Will the Minister of Education be
pleased to state:

(a) the total amount spent so far
gfer the repairs of the Taj since 1940-

(b) whether there is any Commit-
tee appointed to give guidance and
check the expenditure incurred;

(c) it so, the composition and per-
sonnel of the Committee; and

(d) whether it is a fact that arrange-
ments have been made to procure
some precious stones from Pakistan to
lay on the facade of the mausoleum?

The Deputy Minister of Natural Re-
sources and Scientific Research (Shri
K. D. Malaviya): (a) Rs. 4,07,379.

(b) No.
(c) Does not arise.
(d) No.

1 may be allowed to add in answer to
(d) that arrangements may hiave to be
made at some future date for a parti-
cular type of stones to be imported
from Pakistan.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Simha: May I
know who gives the structural advice to
the Government of India?

Shri K. D. Malaviya: There was a
Committee which was formed in 1943
to advice the Government on these
questions. As to the Structural Ad-
viser, I will require notice to answer
that question.

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinka: May I
know if the Adviser recommended
that the four .Chhatries around the
main dome of the Taj should be dis-
mantled and rebuilt because they have

e structurally dnsound, and if

§9, what s Government propose
to'takg in‘:g:‘ regard?





