
1279 Written Answers 20 MARCH 1953 Written Answers^ i2§0

Ra il w a y  C oaches from  Sw itze ri-and

*927. Dr. Amin: Will the Minister of 
Railways be pleased to state:

(a) the landed cost of passenger 
coaches of ditferent classes purchased 
from Switzerland;

(b) the number of such coaches pur- 
cnased from that country so far;

(c) the date or dates on which orders 
for the supply of such coaches were 
placed; ,

(d) whether orders for the supply 
Of such coaches from Swizerland are 
jtill pending and if so, when they are 
expected to be received; and

(e) how the cost of an imported pas­
senger coach compares with that of a 
similar coach manufactured in India?

The Deputy Minister of Railways and 
Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a ) A  state­
ment showing full particulars of cost 
♦^x-Worke, freight, customs duty, etc., 
for the different classes of coaches 
supplied by the Swiss firm is placed on 
the Table of the House. [See Appendix 
VI, annexure No. 35].

(b) 102.

(c) December 1949— F̂or 2 prototypes 
and 50 furnished coaches.

January 1951—For 50 unfurnished 
coaches.

(d) Supply of 50 coaches against the 
second order is pending. These are 
expected to be received in 1953-54.

(e) Coaches of a similar type of 
construction are not made in India as 
yet, but generally, the cost of building 
a coach in India is much lower than 
the cost of importing similar coaches.

Branch  Post O ffices in  Punjab

*928. Pjof. D. C. Sharma: (a) Will 
the Minister of Communications be 
pleased to state the number of branch 
post-offices opened in the Punjab 
during the years 1951-52 and 1952-53?

(b) How many branch post offices in 
the Punjab are self-supporting?

(c) How many branch post-offices 
8"e proposed to be opened in the 
Punjab during the year 1953-54?

The Deputy Minister of Communica­
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur); (a) 327, of 
Ihe^e 283 in 1951-52 and 44 in 1952-53.

(b) (i) Out of these 327,, 26 Post 
Offices are self-supporting.

(ii) Taking the Punjab Circle as a
whole, the position is that out of 3,251

post offices existing on the 31st Decem­
ber 1952, 1,437 Post Offices were Self­
supporting.

(c) The future policy for opening 
rural post offices which will be based 
on population to be served and the dis­
tance of the proposed Post Office from 
the existing post offices is going to be 
determined shortly. The number of 
Post Offices to be opened in the Punjab 
will depend on the application of that 
policy.
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The Minister of Agriculture (Dr. P. 
S. Deshmukh): (a) and (b). A  state­
ment is laid on the Table of the House. 
[Sec Appendix VI, annexure No. 36].

(c) Percentage share of the pro­
duction of lac in Uttar Pradesh to the 
total production in India is as under:—

Year Percentage
share

1949-50 . 0*3
1950-51 . 1-2
1951-52 • 0.8




