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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE
Monday, 16th March, 1953

The 'House met at Two of the Clock

[M r . D e p u t y -Speake r  in  the Chair] 

'ORAL ANSWEBB TO QUESTION 

A rid  A reas (R esearch C entre)

*765. Shri Eswara Reddy: (a) WiU
the Minister of Irrigation and Power
i>e pleased to state whether proposals 
ior the establishment of a research 
centre to study problems of arid areas 
have been completed?

(b) If so, where is it to be set up 
and when will it start work?

(c) What will be the main lines on 
■which work will be carried on at this 
centre?

(d) What will be the total initial ex­
penditure on this centre?

(e) Are Government receiving any 
lielp from any foreign source like the 
UNESCO, in setting up this centre?

(f )  If so, to what extent and in what 
-form?

The Deputy Minister of Irrigation 
and Power (Shri Hathi): (a) No Sir.
The proposal is under the considera­
tion of the Government of India.

(b) It is proposed to set up the Cen­
tre at Jodhpur in Rajasthan. It is not 
possible to say ^t present when the 
Centre will start work.

(c) The work contemplated includ­
es hydrological, geological, geophysical 
and agricultural surveys and investi­
gations primarily relating to the ex­
ploitation of water resources of the 
^rid areas of Rajasthan. Setting ud of a 
necessary mateorological observations 
stations is also part of the proposal.

(d) F '. 26,70,000.
548 PSD
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(e ) and (f). Government have made 
a request to the U. N. for technical as­
sistance to the extent of Rs. 3,60,000 ta 

covor expenditure on the salary of a 
foreign geophysical expert and on 
necessary equipment.

Shri Eswara Reddy: May I  know
whether this research centre will deal 
with the problems of semi-arid zones 
in Bombay, Hyderabad and Madras 
States?

Shri Hatiii: This wl]^ deal chiefly 
with the arid zones.

Shri Eswara Reddy: I would like to 
know whether it will benefit the per­
petually affected famine areas.

Shri Hathi: The idea of having this 
centre is chiefly to deal with' the prob­
lems arising from arid zones and the 
surveys and investigations will .be in 
relation to the arid zones and not 
scarcity areas.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know whe­
ther the proposals under considera­
tion of Government include any pro- 
pos^ for investigating the possibility 
of introducing extensive protective 
afforestation?

Shri Hathi: There is another .̂ ĉheme 
under the Ministry of Food and Agri­
culture. They have already taken action 
for the cultivation of a protective belt 
also.

Shri Eswara Reddy: I came to know 
from Professor S. K. Banerjee’s report 
that successful experiments have been 
conducted.........

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: What is the 
question that the hon. Member ^^nts 
to put. He need not read all that.

Shri Eswara Reddy: ...... in induc­
ing the clouds to deliver the rains. I f  
that is true, may I know whether the 
Government will implement that ex­
periment in the arid and semi-arid 
zones by producing artificial rains?
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Shri Hathi: I have no information. 
Sir.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether the research work at UNESCO 
under an advisory committee of 9 
scientists has in any way helped to­
wards reclaiming areas especially in 
India?

Shri Hathi: The Committee refer­
red to by the hon. Member was only 
an Advisory Committee and it was 
asked to formulate proposals as to what 
should be the equipment for the Centre 
and submit a report. So, nothing fur­
ther has been done so far.

Shri Punnoose: Will this work be 
done in consultation with State Gov­
ernments?

Shri Hathi: Work will be done with 
the co-operation of State Governments 
naturally.

M anganese Ore

♦769. Sardar A. S. Saigal: (a) Will 
the Minister of Commerce and Indus­
try be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that India is one of the largest 
suppliers of the world in metallurgi­
cal manganese ore?

(b) Is there any proposal for the 
Indian Standards Institution to issue 
standard specifications for manganese 
ore, one of battery grade and the other 
of metallurgical grade?

(c) Which country is India’s biggest 
customer?

(d) Is it a fact that in E.C.A.F.E. 
region India continues to hold a princi­
pal position as exporter?

(e) Is it a fact that the Geological * 
Survey of India had field operations in 
Orissa and Bihar and found new de­
posits of manganese ore at Amjhor in 
the Sahabad District of Bihar?

(f )  Is it a fact that Amjhor, in the 
Sahabad District of Bihar was an im­
portant source of sulphur?

The Minister of Commerce and In­
dustry (Shri T. T. Krishnamichuri)i
(a ) Yes. .

(b) The Indian Standards Institu­
tion has already issued standard spe­
cifications for manganese ore—Battery 
grade and manganese ore— Metallur­
gical Grade. >

(c) U.S.A.

(d) Yes.

(e) Field officers of the Geological 
Survey of India conducted operations
in Orissa and Bihar but no manganese

ore deposits were found in the Saha-̂  
bad District of Bihar.

(f )  Pyrites is available in that area 
and it is possible to extract sulphur 
from it.

Dr. Ram Suhhag Singh: May I know
the name of the company which had 
been entrusted with the task ot ex­
ploiting the Pyrite deposit in Amjhor?

Shri T. T. Krishnamachari: The
firm is named Kutchewar Lime and 
Stone CoApany.

Seth Govind Das: Is it a fact that, 
the best kind of manganese ore is found 
in Madhya Pradesh and is there :i pro­
posal for starting a manganese factory 
there?

SGiri T. T. Krishnamachari: The an­
swer to the first part of the questioa 
is in the affirmative. As for the second 
part there have beep various proposals 
but nothing has taken shape yet.

Shri V. P. Nayar: Is it a fact that 
in the United States this manganese 
ore is used to make such dangerous 

, explosives as manganese heptoxide 
and may I also know whether 
the quantity which is expected to 
America......

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: How does
all that arise out of this question?

Shri V. P. Nayar: That country, the 
hon. Minister says, is India’s biggest 
customer and it is necessary to know 
what use is made of it.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: This question, 
is not allowed.

Shri Jaipal Singh: In regard to para,
(c) may I know the value country- 
wise of our customers?

Shri T. T. Krishnamachari: I have 
got a long statement here. I will place 
the statement on the Table of the 
House.

Shri Jaipal Singh: The first six big­
gest customers?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The biggest is 
given in (c). ,

Shri Jaipal Singh: I want to know 
the value countrywise of the first six.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That goes into 
details and will take time.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
the estimated quantity of Pyrite- 
deposits in Amihor and what quality 
of that deposit is being exploited an­
nually?




