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The Deputy Minister of Communiĉ - 

tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Out of
t̂he postage stamps issued by the P. & 
T. Department since Independence, the 
Mahatma Gandhi stamps, the current 
archaeological series and the latest 

:Saints & Saint-poets series seem to 
have been best received.

(b) The quantity printed in the cur
rent ax:chaeologicai series is 3021 mil
lion stamps from the date ol their in
troduction 1712., August 15, 1949 upto 
March 31, 1953. The series will remain 
in circulation until replaced and/or 
withdrawn.

(c) Stamps worth about Rs. 62 crores 
have been sold in India and abroad

^during the course of the last three and 
a half years. These stamps have thus 
‘been very well received.

(d) The proposal is under considera- 
"tion.
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Shri Dabhi: May I know whether
Government propose to print stamps 
bearing the picture of the Gujerati 
poet saint Shri Narasi Mehta, the 
famous poet who sang the 'Vaishnava
Janato...... ’ song, which was so dear
to Gandhiji?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I may inform the 
hon. Member that we have received a 
number of representations and sug
gestions reg£u:ding various high per
sonages and Imders from Bengal, 
Orissa, Gujerat, South India. Madhya 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, 
and Narasi Mehta is one of the person
ages mentioned from Gujerat.

Shri Punnoose: May I know whether 
Shri Narayana Guruswamy is included 
in this list?

Shri Raj Bahadur: 1 do not quite
follow.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Minis
ter has lust now said that a number of 
suggestions have been made about 
various personages and they are with 
the Ministry. Certainly they will con
sider all of them and we cannot go 
into the details whether individual 
names have been included or not.

Shri Velayudhan: May I know, Sir. 
whether any special stamp is used for 
the President which is not available to 
the public?

Shri Raj Bahadur: It is not under 
i'onslderation at all for the present Sir.
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Sliri G. r . Singh: May I know wbih
ther there is any permanent body 
which looks after these stannps?

Shri Raj Bahadur: There is no special 
body but the staff look after these 
things.

Sliri Jaipal Singh: May I know whe
ther these stamps which have had a 
good response are printed in Switzer
land and what are the reasons why 
Gandhiji*s stamps have been consigned 
to the archaeological series as the hon. 
Minister said?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I think my hon. 
friend is entirely mistaken. Gandhiji’s 
stamps are nnt consigned to the archae
ological series, but they are a different 
set. The archaeological series coiistl- 
tutes what is known as definitive series 
and these are in vogue. Gandhiji’s 
stamps were by way of commemorative 
stamps and they are not of the archae
ological series.

Shri Jaipal Singh: Why are they 
printed in Switzerland?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I have already 
mentioned that in reply to a previous 
Question that we have now got a photo
gravure press at Poona and the stamps 
are being printed by that press.

Shri Muniswamy: May I know how 
the selection is made; is it by the 
Minister or by a Committee?

Shri Raj Bahadur: The selection is 
made by the department and last time 
it confirmed after consulting by the 
Prime Minister himself.

Shri L. J. Singh: May I know whe
ther government contemplate to intro
duce birds, animals and flowers which 
are unique in the world?

Shri Raj Bahadur: We are trying to 
find suitable subjects for a definiti/e 
series which will bear relevant and ap
propriate pictures of agricultural and 
other aspects of national life.

Survey of Post O frcbs  in  D s u n

*1260. Shri PnanooM: Will the
Minister of Communieationfl be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Director-General of Posts and Tele- 
pBphs, has issued inatructions to the 
Director of Postal Services to conduct 
a survey of all post offices r^arding 
lack of amenities to staff in Delhi;

(b) if so, whether the survey has 
since been completed;

(c) whether Qovemment propose te
lay on the Table of the House a copy 
of the same; and

(d) wbat action has been taken bjr 
Government on the Report?

The Deputy Minister of Communica
tions (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) Yes.

(b) Not yet.
(c) and (d). Do not arise.
Shri Punnoose: May I know whether 

representations have been received by 
Government from the Union of Posts  ̂
and Telegraph workers regarditig the 
lack of amenities in many post offices?'

Shri Raj Bahadur: From this and̂
other Unions wc have received repre
sentations about the provision of neces
sary amenities etc.

Shri Punnoose: Can the hon. Minis
ter say in how many post offices in 
Delhi they have got the minimum 
amenities at the present time?

Shri Raj Bahadur: That depends up
on the particular standard of ameni
ties. We are trying to find out what 
are the amenities required.

* Shri Punnoose: Are Government
aware of the fact that in many post 
offices there is this lack of facilities?

Shri Raj Bahadur: They depend uponr̂  
the availability of necessary accom
modation and we cannot have them un
less we are able tc find better accom
modation for the offices.

Shri G. P. Sinha: Is that confined to* 
Delhi or other parts also?

Shri Raj Bahadur: Our attempt is 
not restricted to Delhi alone but to all 
other areas also.

Shri V. P. Nayar: May I know whe
ther the Deputy Minister has visited* 
the post offices in Delhi and considered', 
wbat are the amenities required?

Shri Raj Baluidur: In all humility. I 
can say I have visited more post offices 
than my hon. friend has.

Shri Punnoose: May I know v/hat̂  
has been the result of such visits?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: He has already 
stated that they are looking into that.

F reight C harges of A ir M ail

*1270. Shri VUUi Bm: (a) Will the- 
Minister of Commenleaww be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the freight charges for the con
veyance of air mails are more than 
those charged on personal effects and: 
othpr luggage carried by air-passen  ̂
gers? -




