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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It is a matter 
of policy. We are getting into big 
questions. Next question.

C entral T ourist T raffic A dvisory
COMMITTBB

*1261. Shri L. J. Siadi: (a) WiU the 
Minister of Trmaqn’rl be pleased to 
state whether there ia a Central Tour
ist Traffic Advisory Committee in 
India?

(b) It 80, what are the functions of 
the Committee?

(c) How many tourist traffic centres 
are in India and what are their names?

(d) What is the income from the 
foreign touriat traffic in India during 
the year 1952-93?

(e) What are the development 
schemes for expanding the tourist 
traffic centres in India?

The Deputy Minister of Railways 
M d  Transport (Shri Alagesan): (a)
and (b). Yes. This Committee ad
vises Government on all matters relat
ing to the promotion of tourist Iraflflc 
in India.

(c) In a country of India’s .size with 
jb wealth of archaeological monuments 
the number of places of tourist inter
est is not inconsiderable. Presumably 
the hon. Member wants informa
tion in respect of places which are 
generally visited by tourists to this 
country. If so. the places generally 
included in their itineraries are Agra, 
Ajanta-Ellora. Banaras, Bombay, Cal
cutta, Darjeeling, Delhi, Jaipur, Kash- 
•mir. Madras, Mysore and Sanchi.

(d) On the basis of sample surveys 
.conducted by the Reserve Bank of 
India, the tourist spendings for 1952 
liave been computed at Rs. 2*5 crores. 
Figures for January, February and 
March 1953 are not 3̂ t available.

(e) Development of a tourist centre 
depends upon its accessibility and ac- 
'commodation facilities available. The 
provision of these amenities is, how- 
êver, the concern of the State Govern- 

•ments and the Government of India 
are at present concentrating only on 
co-ordination and publicity. The Gov
ernment of India have, however, in 
certain special cases subsidised the 
construction and improvement of 
roads to important key tourist centres.

Shri L. J. SiMgli: May I know, Sir, 
how many foreign tourijsts visited 
India in 1952, and how many of them 
^ere Americans, how many Russians 
and how many Chinese?

Shri Alagesaa: As far as 1952 is
concerned, the total number of tourists 
was 25,448 of which Americans were 
4.889. I do not have just now the 
figures relating to the other rounlries, 
but I can supply them to the hon. 
Member.

Shri L. J. Singh: May I know whe
ther it is a fact that a tourist office 
has been opened in New York, and if 
so, what are the activities of this office?

Shri Alagesan: Its activities are 
mainly publicity and doing propaganda 
for seeing our places of tourist im
portance.

Shri V. P, Nayar: May'I know. Sir, 
whether there are such offices in coun
tries other than the U.S.A?

Shri Alagesan: Just now, no. Sir.
Shri Punnoose: May I know. Sir, 

whether Government are aware that 
a large number of tourists visit Cape 
Comorin, and may I know whether it 
is included as one of the tourist 
centres?

Shri Alagesan: Cape Comorin is 
such a beautiful place. Some nf them 
go. But generally the tourists come 
here on  a visit of seven or ten days, 
and it is not possible to include all 
these places of interest.

Dr. Suresh Chandra: The hon. Minis
ter has just mentioned that special 
facilities are made available in Ellora, 
Ajanta and such other places. May 
I know what special facilities are made 
available and also whether any efforts 
are being made to start dust-proof 
roads in that area where a large num
ber of tourists come?

Shri Alagesan: I know, Sir, the 
roads leading to Ajanta and Ellora 
are not quite ^ood. I hope the State 
Government will take it up.

Shri N. M. Lingam: May I know if 
Government have any special schemes 
for the development of hill stations for 
tourist traffic and if they are giving 
any subsidy for local tourist offices 
opened in the hill stations?

Shri Alagesan: The development o f  
hill stations as tourist centres was 
one o f  the subjects which w e re  consi
dered at a recent conference held with 
the representatives o f  the various 
State Governments. The Q uestion o f  
giving subsidy, o f  course, did n ot 
figure, but it is very much under the 
consideration o f  the Central Olov#?m- 
ment and the State Governments as 
well.

Shri Saraai_ IT Das: May I know, 
Sir. if the road from Puri to Konarak
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to see the Konarak temple is being 
subsidised or built entirely by the 
Government of India?

Shri Alairesan: It is being subsidised 
to a very great extent. The subsidy 
is even much more than what we give 
to others.

Sardar Hukant Singh: What amount 
of foreign exchange did this industry 
earn for us in 1952?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It has been 
given in the answer. Rupees two aiid 
half crores.

Shri Sarangadhar Das; May I know 
if Government consider the advisabili
ty of giving a regular cleaning to the 
stations before the tourist season 
starts, and renewing posters advertis
ing places of interest in the stations?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: These are all 
suggestions for action. Everything 
will be considered by Government.

Shri V. P. Nayar; May I know. Sir, 
why, when Trivandrum is connected 
by air, no placcs of archaeological 
interest in Travancore-Cochin ore in
cluded?

Shri Alagesan: It is not as if they 
are not included. I only said that 
the stay of these foreign tourists is 
rather short and they are not able to 
visit all the places. We have brou^t 
out publicity material regarding 
Travancore-Coohin and other places 
as well. It is for them to choose the 
places where they will go. Of course, 
we give our advice.

Shri Velayudhaa: May I iciiow whe< 
ther the tourist organization has got 
any activities regarding visitors to 
Kashmir also?

Shri Alagesan: Yes. The Kashmir 
Government is co-operating with us, 
and they have opened a tourist centre, 
and we are providing all publicity and 
encouragement.

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Mettur Dam 
in Salem District is one of the......

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Are we going
into all the Important places in India?

Shri Punnoose: Are the Government 
aware that Ooty and Kodaikanal, the 
two leading hill stations in the South 
have recently deteriorated due to 
neglect?

The Minister of Food and Agrleul- 
tiire (Shri Kldwai): Tourists do not 
Vnnt to go there.

Mr. Deputjr-SlKakor. Already, the 
hon. Minister has stated that he ;‘s

considering the question of hill-sta* 
lions with the State Government. We 
cannot go into every one of them in 
detail here.

Shri L. J. Singh: May I know whe»- 
ther there has been any sitting of the 
Regional Travel Commission for Asia 
and the Far East, and if so what 
were the main items discussed about?

Shri Alagesan: 1 could not catch 
the question.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Mem
ber is a little too rapid for us. Will 
he repeat hia question?

Shri L. J. Singh: May I know whe
ther there has been any sitting of the 
Regional Travel Commission for Asia 
and the Far East, and if so what wero 
the main items discussed about?

Shri Alagesan: I should like to have 
notice.

sfvThnrnf 
■sfir : iim  nm

^  FTT ftff 

in^ ^ 3TT̂  ^  trfr-

i|t, eft ^  T t  v iT

The Mlolater of AcricuUure (Or. 
P. S. Deshmukh): Yes. Four of the 
schemes have been considered and ac
cepted for financial assistance involv
ing a loan of Rs. 23,45,119 and a ^rant 
of Rs. 1,49,665. The fifth is for a pro
gramme of special minor irrigation 
schemes for which a loan of Rs. 1 crore 
has been asked for. This includes 67 
schemes of which 23 have been ap
proved in 1952-53 and a loan of 
Rs. 44*45 lakhs sanctioned. For the 
remaining schemes, necessary details 
showing the economies and producti
vity have not yet been furnished op 
receipt of which these will be con
sidered.
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Dr. p. S. Deshmukh: 1 would like to 
have notice.




