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COMPLAINTS AGAINST SUGAR FACTORY
OWNERS

*1137. Shri Jasami: (a) Will fhe
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state whether Government
have received any complaints against
the sugar factory owners for demand-
ing higher prices?

(b) What steps have, so far, been
taken by Government in the matter?

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr.
P. S. Deshmukh): (a) and (b). No
specific complaints were received
against any sugar factory for demand-
ing higher prices. The complaints re-
ceived were only of a general nature,
i.e. that sugar was not available at
controlled rates, The required
quantities of sugar were released to
the parties concerned at controlled
rates from specified mills subject of
course to the availability of stocks.

Shri T. N. Singh: Is it a fact that
only a short while ' ago millowners
stated that they had surplus stocks of
sugar?

Dr, P. S. Deshmukh: Yes, Sir. it
is a patent fact that there are surplus
stocks available in the country.

Shri Jhunjhunwala: Is it a fact
that the price of sugar has gone up
because of want of sufficient release
of sugar?

Dr. P. §. Deshmukh: No, Sir, I
think the explanation about the situa-
tion has been given more than once
on the floor of the House, The
stockholders were waiting for the
prices to go down and therefore they
were not prepared to take those
stocks which were of higher price.

Shri T. N, Singh: May I know
what was the reason for the non-avail-
ability of sugar when there was a
surplus?

Dr. P, S. Deshmukh: I have just
mentioned there were two prices.
The previous price was higher; the
price expected to rule later on was
going to be lower. Therefore all
stock-holders, in order to save them-
selves from any loss, did not receive
the stocks which were at higher prices
and waited for the price to go down.
This was the reason why the stock-
holders had less of stocks.

Shri V. P. Nayar: The Ministems
said that there was considerable
stock, May I know, Sir, what is the
latest position in regard to the ac-
cumulated stock of sugar?
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Dr, P. S, Deshmukh: ] have not
got the actual figures, Sir. But, as
everybody knows, this year's stock,
on the 1st of January, was much lar-
.ger than at any time in the history
of the sugar industry.

Shri Mohiuddin: May I know whe-
ther it is a fact that about three
months ago, it was reported that
when the Government released the
stocks from the factories. the factory
owners purchased the stocks in their
own names. and kept it in hoarding
to raise the prices?

Dr, P, S. Deshmukh: I have not
got the information. If the hon. Mem-
ber will supply it, I will look into it.

Shri Jasani: The hon. Minister
said that the sugar was not available
at the controlled price. May 1 kncw
what are the reasons for not getting
the sugar at controlled prices?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I am unable
tsq follow the import of the .uestion,
ir.

Shri Jasani: He said that thére
were complaints that sugar was not
available at the controlled prices.
May I know what are the reasons for
not getting sugar at controlled wrices?

Dr, P. 8. Deshmukh: I did not
refer to the controlled price. I mere-
ly referred to the difference between
the two prices and the pvussibility of
lower prices ruling as a result of the
new sugar manufactured.

RESEARCH LABORATORY FOR ARECANUT

*1138. Shri C. R. Iyyunni: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a proposal to
start a Research Laboratory for
arecanut; and

(b) it so, where it will be located

and what are the reasons for locating

it in the place decided?

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr.
P. S. Deshmuk®). (a) Yes.

(b) No decision has yet been taken
as to where the Laboratory will be
located.

Shri C. R. Iyyunml: May I know
‘whether Travancore-Cochin is one
place where arecanut is produced
more than in any other place?
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Dr, P. S. Deshmukh: It is likely, Sir,
but I am really not quite certain. But,
it is one of the principal States.

Shri P. T. Chacko: Will the Gov-
ernment take into consideration the
fact that the problems affecting.........

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That is a sug-
gestion for action.

Shri C. R. lyyunni: May I know
whether the cost of production of
arecanut in the Travancore-Cochin
gtate? fs much more than in any other

tate

Dr. P, S. Deshmukh: That is likely.

Shri N. Sreekantan Nair: What are
\‘I.hfa . S;tates that produce arecanuts in
ndia?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: I think my
hon. friend knows that quite well.

Shri Achuthan: May I know whe-
ther the position of Travancore-Co-
chin will be considered in locating
the Research Centre since the largely
grown arecanuts there are easily
affected by pests and other diseases?

Dr, P. 8. Deshmukh: 1 will take this
suggestion into account.

Shri Damodara Menon: May I know
the places which are being considered
by Government now as suitable for
the location of this Research Labora-
tory?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I am afraid I
have not got the information here.

Shri C. R, Iyyunni: May [ know,
Sir, what are the considerations that
will prevail with the Government in
settling the place where the Re-
search Institute should be located?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: The suitability
of the place, evidently.

Shri A. M. Thomas: May I enquire
whether the Central Arecanut Come
mittee, in its last meeting, considered
the location of the Research Station
and, if so, what is its recommenda.
tion?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: I am afraid I
have not got the information.

8hri V. P. Nayar: May I know what
are the items of research work tha‘
would be taken up immediately?





