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Seventeenth Loksabha
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Title: Regarding demand of payment of salaries and wages of employees
of the Hindustan Newspaper Ltd. (HNL).
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SHRI THOMAS CHAZHIKADAN ( KOTTAYAM): Hon. Speaker,
Sir, I would like to raise a matter of great public importance through this
August House in the presence of the Minister for Heavy Industries and

Public Enterprises for immediate action.

Hindustan Newsprint Limited(HNL), Velloor, which i1s coming
under my constituency and which was adjudged as a Mini Navaratna
earlier, 1s now listed for strategic sale by the Government of India. The
company was started in 1983 as a PSU under the Department of Heavy
Industries, Government of India as a Wholly Owned Subsidiary of
Hindustan Paper Corporation, Kolkata.

Ever since, its inception, modernization or upgradation of the plant
was not done. In spite of this fact, its capacity utilization was in the
range of 110 to 120 per cent and the company has repaid to the
Government of India more than its investment by way of dividend,
taxes, excise duty, etc.

However, the plant was closed in the year 2018 for about two and a
half months as it could not comply with certain norms prescribed by the
Central Pollution Board. Now, the HNL 1s facing financial crisis due to
shortage of working capital. More than thousand employees/workers are
denied of their salaries and wages for the last eight months continuously

and the company is on the verge of closure due to financial crisis. Non-
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payment of wages to the work force has affected thousands of families
directly and indirectly and the situation is very grave.

Sir, I would like to urge upon the hon. Minister to kindly intervene
in this
matter and find an amicable solution.
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