7/9/22, 2:18 PM

Seventeenth Loksabha
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Title: Regarding comprehensive legal framework to project data privacy.

DR. SHASHI THAROOR (THIRUVANANTHAPURAM): I wish to
draw the attention of this House to the vulnerability of our country to
data leakage and surveillance due to the absence of a robust data

protection framework, a comprehensive protection framework.

In the age of smartphones, apps, social media and the internet, the
extent of data we generate is mindboggling and it can be exploited by
vested interests to engage in profiling, to make profits and for political

control.
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DR. SHASHI THAROOR: Recently, the fellow regulators in the U.S.
slapped a fine of $5.7 million on the social media App TikTok for
illegally collecting data on children. The data of 8.7 million people were
harvested by Cambridge Analytica. The Company, ByteDance, which

1/3



7/9/22,2:18 PM
owns TikTok and Hello and which runs a network of paid influences in

India can impact our democratic process.

Hon. Speaker, we do not know the exact connections between these
companies and foreign entities. There are reports, for example, that the
Government of China receives data from TikTok through the wholly
owned China Telecomm, a State-owned company. This is a national
security issue. I urge the Government to introduce a comprehensive
legal framework to protect our Fundamental Right to Privacy and to

save our democracy.

A Data Protection Bill is long overdue. The Minister had promised
it in the last Session. I would urge the Minister to kindly take this

concern on board and to respond to the House.
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