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Seventeenth Loksabha

=

Title: Regarding laying of railway line connecting Ariyalur-Perabalur-

Thuraiyur and Namakkal in Tamil Nadu.

DR. T. R. PAARIVENDHAR (PERAMBALUR): Hon. Speaker, thank
you very much for giving me an opportunity to speak during ‘Zero
Hour’ on a matter relating to my constituency. I am also one amongst
the first-time speakers; I am a first-time MP. I have been elected from
Perambalur Parliamentary constituency. It 1s one of the backward
constituencies where 70 per cent of the people are engaged in
agriculture. It is unfortunate that they cannot sell their produce
anywhere except in the local areas, due to which we are unnecessarily
encouraging middle men or brokers. So, the poor are becoming much
poorer. Therefore, I would request the Government, through you, that
we badly need a railway line which will connect four nearby districts.
The produce of the farmers will be taken to those four nearby districts.
Of course, they can sell their produce there at a better price, at a fair

price and thereby they can improve their standard of living.

Secondly, there is no industry in my area, and so, there is no
industry, so, there is no employment. When there 1s no employment,

educated youths remain unemployed and they become restless.

Therefore, if these four places, namely, Ariyalur, Perambalur,
Thuraiyur and Namakkal are linked by train, there will be a better
development in my Constituency by which we can eradicate the problem

of unemployment.
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Further, I would also request the Minister to improve the standard
of life of the farmers. This is very important. This proposal for the
railway line is pending for the last 50 years. After 72 years of
Independence of our country, this is the only area where people have not
seen the Indian Railways. This is the situation there. At one point of
time, there was a survey of land at the cost of Rs. 16.5 lakh. But nothing

has happened. So, I urge the Government to take action in this respect.
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