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Title: Regarding US President reported mediation claim on Kashmir

1ssue.
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Kashmir? Why doesn’t he become an arbitrator in Kashmir?

Sir, with your permission, may I read the transcript of what

transpired yesterday. President Trump said:

“I was with Prime Minister, Modi two weeks ago and we
talked about this subject. And, he actually said, would you like

to be a mediator or arbitrator? I asked, where? He said,



Kashmir, because this has been going on for many years. [ am

surprised that how long it has been going on.”
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“But he asked me the same. I think there is something. So,

maybe we will speak to him and I will speak to him. And, we will

SCC

ifwe  can do something because I have heard so much about

Kashmir.”
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“Such a beautiful name! It is supposed to be such a beautiful

part of the world. But right now, there are bombs all over the

place.  They say, everywhere you go, you have bombs and it is a

terrible situation.”
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PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, thank you for allowing
me to raise a very, very sensitive issue and, as instructed by you, I shall
keep in the broader national interests in mind. This is highly sensitive

and concerns our foreign relations.

The American President, Donald Trump is reported to have said
yesterday that he would love to be a mediator on Kashmir. Explaining
how the matter came up, they met on the sidelines of the G-20 Summit
in Osaka two weeks ago and there the Prime Minister Modi is supposed
to have asked him whether he would like to mediate in Kashmir and he
had said that he would love to.

Sir, this is in contravention of all past positions held by India that
... * or any bilateral 1ssue with Pakistan would not invite third party

mediation and that Kashmir is an integral part of India.

Then, by asking Mr. Trump to mediate in Kashmir, the Prime
Minister seems to have violated the basic premise and compromised the
territorial integrity of India. That is why, Sir, I would not like Mr.
Jaishankar, who 1s a professional diplomat and who ... * to reply. I want

a direct reply from the Prime Minister. ...(Interruptions)
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... *
PROF. SOUGATA RAY : [ have said nothing. ...(/nterruptions)
HON. SPEAKER: No.

... (Interruptions)



PROF. SOUGATA RAY : Sir, let me finish by saying half a sentence.

...(Interruptions)

Sir, I would like the Prime Minister to reply whether ...

(Interruptions)
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PROF. SOUGATA RAY : Sir, [ would just like the Prime Minister to

reply whether President Trump has ‘lied’ or not. ...(Interruptions)
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PROF. SOUGATA RAY : The Prime Minister should give the reply.

Any other statement, any other reply would not satisfy us.

(Interruptions)

A ATE : AT daH, please sit down.

... (Interruptions)
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SHRI T. R. BAALU (SRIPERUMBUDUR): Sir, this issue is very
important to the nation. The President of USA, Mr. Trump, has gone on
record saying that the Prime Minister of India has requested him to
mediate on Kashmir issue. We never wanted any third party to interfere
in the external affairs of India. This is a settled issue and time-tested
policy regarding external affairs of India. We do not require anybody to
interfere in our external affairs policy, and it is all time tested, especially
on Kashmir. So, I request the hon. Prime Minister to come before the
House. Since it 1s a personal discussion, he has to explain what

transpired between Trump and him. He has to explain this to the House.
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(At this stage, Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Shri Sudip
Bandyopadhyay, Shri T.R. Baalu, Adv. A.M. Ariff and some
other hon. Members left the House.)

THE  MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (DR
SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR): ...(Interruptions) Sir, I rise to
reply to the concerns of hon. Members. ...(Interruptions) regarding the
remarks made by President Donald Trump in a meeting with the Prime
Minister of Pakistan. His remarks suggested that he is ready to mediate,
if requested by India and Pakistan, on the Kashmir issue.

(Interruptions)

I assure the House categorically that no such request has been made
by the Prime Minister to the US President. ...(Interruptions) 1 repeat
that no such request has been made by the Prime Minister to the US

President. ...(Interruptions)



I also reiterate that it has been India’s consistent position that all
outstanding 1ssues with Pakistan are discussed only bilaterally and this
continues to be the case. ...(Interruptions) 1 further underline that any
engagement with Pakistan would require an end to cross-border

terrorism. ...(Interruptions)

Let me conclude, Sir, by emphasising that the Simla Agreement and
the Lahore Declaration provide the only basis to resolve all issues

between India and Pakistan bilaterally. ...(I/nterruptions) Thank you.

Y 3rf¥ra =me: AFHIT sienef Sff, TR-IRTE H IR 99 JG&HT0 ol
g UTe, W7 fae g T oy areig w350 off &1 T IR iR 9 SgAfa
3T 3R 9 T S99 U aR TR A U | ... (STaYM)

A MY : A T3l Sf R TFE GERT U6 | AFAE
HS-IIUT Y Mid QT | dhad AT TAT Sft B o1 SR gt |

DR. SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR: ...(I/nterruptions) Sir,

yesterday, the President of the United States of America made certain

remarks to the Press after a meeting with the Prime Minister of Pakistan.
He said that he is ready to mediate, if requested by India and Pakistan,

on the Kashmir issue.

I assure the House categorically that no such request has been made
by the Prime Minister to the US President. I repeat that no such request
has been made by the Prime Minister to US President.

I also reiterate that it has been India’s consistent position that all

outstanding issues with Pakistan are discussed only bilaterally and this



continues to be the case. I further underline that any engagement with

Pakistan would require an end to cross-border terrorism.

Let me conclude, Sir, by emphasising that the Simla Agreement
and the Lahore Declaration provide the only basis to resolve all issues

between India and Pakistan bilaterally. Thank you.
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