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Seventeenth Loksabha
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Title: Need to give instructions to the concerned authorities to capture
the number of OBCs in census 2021 on the lines of SCs and STs.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Sir, I want to raise
a very important issue. The Government has recently instructed to
capture the number of people belonging to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in Census 2021 likely to be started next year.
However, the Government has not instructed to count the number of
people who come under the category of Other Backward Classes. It is
believed that the decision not to enumerate OBCs flies in the face of the
expectation that Census 2021 will collect data on people who fall under
the category to assess the effectiveness of the affirmative action
programmes and welfare schemes they have been entitled to for years. A
previous attempt to map the number of OBCs and their socioeconomic
conditions through Census 2011 ran aground because as many as four
million permutations and combinations of different communities were
reported by the respondents. The result of that Census has not been
made public so far. They are still under consideration of the NITI
Aayog. I, therefore, urge upon the Government to give instructions to
the concerned authorities to capture the number of OBCs in Census
2021 on the lines of SCs and STs. Thank you.
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