7/9/22, 11:30 AM

Seventeenth Loksabha

an>

Title : Statement regarding reported cases across the world and in India
of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and steps taken by Government of

India.

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE,
MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND MINISTER
OF EARTH SCIENCES (DR. HARSH VARDHAN): Mr. Chairman,

Sir, in continuation of the statement made by me in Rajya Sabha on 71

February and Lok Sabha on joth February, I would further like to update
the hon. Members on the present situation related to the outbreak of

novel Corona Virus Disease and the actions taken by the Government of

India.

As mentioned earlier, Coronaviruses are large group of viruses
that cause illness in humans and animals. Rarely, animal corona viruses
can also evolve and infect people and then spread between people as has
been seen with Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) in 2003
and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) in 2014.

Since reporting of an outbreak of Novel Coronavirus on 315

December, 2019 in China, a large number of cases have been reported
across all provinces of China and other parts of the world including

India. WHO has named the novel coronavirus disease as COVID-19.

As on 4th March, a total of 80,270 confirmed cases and 2,981
deaths have been reported in China. Though the daily confirmed cases

and deaths have shown a downward trend in China, still new cases are
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being reported from Hubei province and Wuhan city, the epicentre of the
outbreak. A total of 12,857 confirmed cases and 220 deaths have been
reported outside China from 78 countries (including Hong Kong, Macao
and Taiwan). Among these, 30 countries have reported local

transmission.

World Health Organization (WHO) has declared this outbreak as a

“Public Health Emergency of International Concern” (PHEIC) on 30th

January, 2020 and raised the level of global risk to “very high” on 2gth

February, 2020. Though WHO has not declared COVID-19 to be
pandemic, it has asked the countries to remain prepared. It is worth

highlighting that India initiated required preparedness and action at field

level since 171 J anuary itself, much before the advice from WHO.

Once a person is exposed to the infection, the disease may
develop anytime between 1-14 days. The main symptoms of novel
corona virus disease are fever, cough, and difficulty in breathing. All
suspected or probable cases of COVID-19 must be treated in isolation
with barrier nursing and universal precautions to prevent further spread

of disease.

In our country, as on 4th March, a total of 29 positive cases have
been reported so far. Of these, 3 cases were reported in Kerala earlier,
who have since recovered and have been discharged already. Since last 3
days, new travel related cases have tested positive. These include one in
Delhi (having travel history of Italy) and Telangana (having travel
history from Dubai and contact history from person in Singapore). Both
are clinically stable. Six more cases have tested positive in Agra, Uttar

Pradesh having contact history with the case in Delhi. Required action
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as per Cluster Management plan has been initiated. Further, an Italian
Tourist and his wife have tested positive in Rajasthan. 14 other
accompanying tourists in this group and their Indian bus driver tested
positive on their return to Delhi. All of them are reported stable. A
recent positive case has also been reported in Delhi yesterday (having

travel history from Italy) and is stable.

The ever-increasing magnitude of this outbreak globally calls for a
concerted effort by not only the Health Department but all sectors of the
Government. The hon. Prime Minister is personally monitoring the
preparedness and response on a regular basis. The Government of India
has initiated a series of actions to prevent entry of the disease and to
contain it. [ am daily reviewing the situation. A Group of Ministers
consisting of Minister of External Affairs, Minister of Civil Aviation,
Minister of State for Home Affairs, Minister of State for Shipping, and
Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare chaired by me, has been

constituted to monitor the situation. The Group of Ministers has met

four times since its inception on 3rd February, 2020. The Cabinet
Secretary is taking regular reviews with all related Ministries of Health,
Defence, External Affairs, Civil Aviation, Home, Textile, Pharma,
Commerce and other officials including with State Chief Secretaries. My
own Ministry is constantly reviewing the evolving scenario. Video

Conferences are being held with States every other day.

The Government of India has also taken several measures to
control the risk of novel Coronavirus infection spreading to India. Our

first Travel Advisory was issued on 17th

January, 2020, and as situation
is evolving, the Travel Advisories are accordingly getting revised.

Presently, it prescribes:
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All Regular Visas/e-Visas (including Visa on Arrival for Japan
and South Korea) granted to nationals of Italy, Iran, South Korea, Japan

31‘(1

and 1ssued on or before March, 2020, and who have not yet entered

India, stand suspended with immediate effect;

Regular Visas/e-Visas granted to nationals of People Republic of

China, issued on or before 51 F ebruary, 2020 were suspended earlier. It

shall remain in force.

Regular Visas/e-Visas granted to all foreign nationals, who have
travelled to People’s Republic of China, Iran, Italy, South Korea and

ISt

Japan on or after 1°* February, 2020, and who have not yet entered India,

stand suspended with immediate effect.

Diplomats, officials of UN and other International Bodies, OCI
cardholders and Aircrew from above countries are exempted from such
restriction on entry. However, their screening at point of entry is

compulsory.

Passengers of all international flights now entering into India from
any port are required to furnish duly filled self-declaration form
(including personal particulars i.e., phone No. and address in India) and
travel history, to Health officials and Immigration officials at all the

ports.

Indian citizens are advised to refrain from travel to China, Iran,
Republic of Korea, Italy and Japan and are also advised to avoid non-
essential travel to other COVID-19 affected countries.

Screening of passengers was initiated in the country since 18th

January, 2020. Initially airports at Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata,
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Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Kochi were covered and subsequently, it was
expanded in a total of 21 airports. As per the evolving situation, initially
Universal Screening was taken up for all passengers coming via direct
flights from China, South Korea, Japan, Iran, Italy, Hong Kong,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, Nepal, Thailand and Singapore. Since
yesterday, directions have also been issued for Universal Screening for
all international passengers coming in the country. Signages have been
displayed at prominent places in airports and ports.  In-flight

announcements are being made and self-declaration forms are being

filled up by all passengers. As on 4™ March, a total of 6,241 flights
have been screened covering a total of 6,11,167 passengers. Teams of
Specialist doctors were sent to all the airports to ensure effective

screening and arrangements for isolation in the attached hospitals.

Screening of passengers has also been initiated in 12 major seaports
and 65 minor ports in the country to identify passengers & crew coming

from China and to isolate them in case they are found symptomatic. As

on 4" March, 16,076 persons have been screened at the ports.

Government has initiated screening in all integrated check posts
with bordering countries in collaboration with States of UP,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Sikkim and Bihar and Seema Shastra Bal
(SSB) and Land Port Authorities. Gram Sabhas have been conducted in
villages adjoining the borders to create awareness amongst people about
the disease and precautions to be taken in collaboration with Panchayati
Raj Ministry. Eight Central Teams visited the bordering villages in
States of UP, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Sikkim and Bihar to review the
activities at the border crossing, the conduct of Gram Sabhas and risk

communication to the community. A total number of 3,823 Gram Sabhas
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have been conducted and 11, 20,529 people have been screened at the

border check posts till now.

In view of the continuing lock down of the Hubei Province in
China, the Government of India decided to evacuate the Indian students
and other professionals working in Wuhan and neighbouring cities in the
Hubei Province. In a coordinated operation with Ministry of Civil

Aviation, Air India, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, two Special
Air India flights were operated between Delhi and Wuhan on 31
January and 15! February 2020 that brought back a total of 654

passengers that included 647 Indian citizens (including two Indian
Embassy officials who were on the ground in Wuhan to coordinate the
evacuation operation) and 7 Maldivian nationals. These evacuees were
kept in Army Quarantine Centre at Manesar and ITBP Camp at

Chhawla. All these evacuees were tested after 14 days and on being

found negative, discharged on 18t F ebruary 2020.

Further, Indian Air Force, on 26th February 2020 had evacuated a
total of 112 people from Wuhan, which included 76 Indians and

nationals from Myanmar, Bangladesh, Maldives, China, South Africa,

USA and Madagascar. The evacuees reached Delhi on 27th February
morning and are kept at ITBP camp for quarantine for a period of 14
days as per protocol. I am happy to inform that they have all tested
negative so far and are stable. This flight also had carried Personal
Protective Equipments, disposables and medical equipments which was

given as a good-will gesture to China from Indian Government.

The Indian Embassy and Consulates are also in regular contact with

the Indian Community in other parts of China and 1is keeping a constant
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track of their well-being.

Another evacuation was successfully carried out by Air India, by

bringing back 124 people on 27th February morning including 5 foreign
nationals who were aboard the COVID-19 infected Cruise Ship
Diamond Princess from Port of Yokohama, Japan. They are kept in
Army Facility at Manesar for 14 days quarantine presently. I am happy

to highlight that even these evacuees have tested negative and are stable.

Regular surveillance has been initiated across the country for all
cases having travel history from all major COVID-19 affected countries
and for people having contact with such persons and having fever, cough

or breathlessness. Through Integrated Disease Surveillance network all

such persons are tracked and as on 4th March, a total of 28,529 persons
were brought under community surveillance and are being regularly

monitored throughout the country.

The State Surveillance Officers, District Surveillance Officers and
rapid response teams of health professionals under the leadership of
State Health Secretaries are monitoring all such people on a daily basis.
Sufficient isolation beds have been made available in the tertiary

facilities across the country to manage any outbreak.

Ministry has also issued guidelines to support States on
surveillance and contact tracing, surveillance at Points of Entry,
laboratory samples collection, packaging and transport, clinical
management protocol and infection prevention and control in healthcare
facilities. To ensure availability of critical items like Personal Protective

Equipment (PPE) & NO95 masks, the export of the same was also
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restricted. A buffer stock of personal protective equipment & N95 masks

1s maintained by the States as well as by the Union Government.

National Institute of Virology, Pune is the nodal laboratory. As part
of ICMR’s preparedness for emerging/re-emerging infectious disease,
NIV, Pune has established capacity for molecular diagnosis of COVID-
19. Next generation sequencing is also established. Testing of clinical
samples has also been initiated in 15 more laboratories. Another 19
laboratories are being prepared to test samples to ensure adequate
geographical spread across the country. The network is being further

expanded.

Risk communication material has been prepared and is widely
disseminated even in regional languages through the States. Required
awareness In community is ensured through technical briefings by
experts in radio and television. Daily Press briefing is being held by the
Ministry of Health and information is being shared through social
media. A 24X7 Control Room is operational with call centre number as
011-23978046. So far, more than 9200 calls have been attended

including 667 international calls.

The Government of India is in regular touch with the World
Health Organisation Headquarters, regional office and country office to

get updates on the evolving scenario.

Our focus i1s on adherence to core capacities for disease
preparedness and response which include surveillance, laboratory
diagnosis, hospital preparedness, logistics management, capacity
building of healthcare staff and risk communication to the community.

The scale and extent of our interventions have increased in alignment
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with the evolving situation of COVID-19 across the world and India in

particular.

With the increasing global spread of the disease, we are
confronted with new challenges. The contact tracing of positive cases
requires tracing of hundreds of contacts in multiple locations and
monitoring their health. Similarly, the cases in Agra being transmitted to
family members by the confirmed case has necessitated putting up a

containment plan to contain the cluster of cases in Agra.

Another major area of concern is Indian pilgrims and students
stranded in Tehran and Quam, Iran, epicentres of the Iran COVID-19
outbreak. The Government of India is following up with Iran authorities

for their well-being and to tie up evacuation as per the need.

In addition to manage travel related cases, additional challenge is
to contain clusters due to local transmission that requires highly resource
intensive containment operations. We have provided the Containment
Action Plan to all the States. A national level training workshop has

been planned for all the States and hospitals from other Ministries on

COVID-19 management on 6! of March, 2020 which will then be taken
up to the district level. Senior officers of the Ministry have been deputed
to States and UTs to review their preparedness and provide required
guidance in the containment efforts.

We have designated the District Collector as the nodal officer at
the field level for containment operations. States have been guided in
terms of identifying containment zone, buffer zone and preparation of
micro plan to ensure effective active and passive surveillance and
contact tracing through inter-disciplinary teams in the areas where cases

are located.
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I want to inform this House that the Government is taking all
necessary measures to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 in India. I
seek the cooperation of all the Members of the House in creating
awareness about the disease and informing the countrymen about the

various preventive steps that they need to take. Thank you.

AT FUTAf (ot Yo% 3RTaTe): A H3l St 3 B! fawdd
gadod fear g

oft 3¢k Io TR (FEITHYR): 319 H1 S ol 89 ol Al ...
(HgYT)

AT QUTafa: 31efiR SR, oma 8 ard o ot 19 <ifore | #9 &
Hal fdhar g2

AT GUTYTA: RIS S, 916 9184, 31T d6 S|

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Please sit down. I will just allow you to
speak.

....(Interruptions)

AT FUTAfa: 37eR SN, 3mu T ot 9l | 379 g3 dgar o]
B I B
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AT FHUTYTA: AT H3 Sl & daded o UYTd Q= 94 dl
A T8l Bl 8, TR [N Hed &1 A §, SUCU H S A1
] &l YATd o U T (U] §1d g Dt Safd ¢ QT E | 3T
301t 9T ey T IRIU | e e a1 Afeqwd &l foFe ¥ oot &
Q|

HON. CHAIRPERSON: No reply or response will be given by the

hon. Minister. You can only give suggestions and seek queries whatever

you want.

....(Interruptions)

A HTUA: 3R 354 St |

oft iR o TR} (@ERTHYR): A GUTART S, 89 T H U
A Ihd g, SHIT & U o BT § | ¥ed H I8 Ufaey 781 g, § Sl
g, A IUTH 8, A THT H 81 B

T HTYTA: 31T ST | 3179 30 g1 Gifold |

ot 3tk 399 AU (FEHYR): AT THTIT Sff, 91 T8 § [P
SARS-CoV 3R MERS-CoV T TR §, T8 Fa1 HIfds-19 31 71 3
%mﬁmqﬁﬂﬂwﬁam @1 g qs@ﬁﬁa?amfra?%lm
feged™ & <N URferd Hé’f%slﬂr%m weu PRI IARY i §1d Il
8, BSHU HI WIdl & 3UDH! Ja¥ Ugd I8 ¢l AMfeU fb ®RHAT
IRy &I AHR fhdt off g § 3pdre 7 Bals WU 3hdTe &
PHRUI TSI B BIF DI GHIGT gl &

3y fidfed Hiord @t 91d ®gd &, 8H Ie deT dfeq HioR
AT TNRT, 3 AR IT9R J TMAS g1 ol & | 3TUeh! RRiteTad eal
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] IST THIGS] BT BT Ja §a! 91d g P IR gIZoiq ol
ATl &) STF®BRI 761 8| Tl H $ed & [ A-cRoR g9l P, 8 da
B1Y O & AT TrgT 3R Ul I 1| feged™ & ANT 39 3fTel
& 81 YfieEoR fhda ali & U B, g9 3P THeR! T ©,
WD W U of 781 XgdT &1 g, Ul iR Itersor &1 g #
Tl HRH & [O1T 3TUD] TS al HIRATS B! TS|

3TY STeX 314 a1 ANl o fofT TIRUIE W I B g, <Al
g & Sl af @ ofs ¥ Hft 19 Hd g1 319 Tia-Tmg H
fAaiforg &3 §, fewi od §, 331 8, dfdhd Uarad & 39 dRe &l
gIAYT GeaT SR & o o1 o 35 &2 IY-T1Y H Jalre 4T fob 3ma
RIS X & 91d R B §, 39D giay & fefeae & g
T 31T T geuans H TR Hifou|

AR oI HRIFT IRy U Ui U 31 7% g | I8 g-ar o
60 SN H Tl Yl 8| I Ugal 91d I8 ¢ 1o Egwa 130 HRIS arall
3{TSTC ATl SR 8 | T8l gRaxIel Tidl H @Rl ol Hd udl Iei? oy
931 §1d & o = Bl YIRfaoH dgd Sl g | gARI A SH B TR ®,
BH A PRI A Ad ©, o Sl o Ry &I 9HeH & [og
3P R J ARYF 3R 3efrg HAfHT g =1feul ... (aaum)
JeREd URAT TSI BT d1eY | Teivad URar | AR 3R
g (g HHT B A1eT, TN R g UR SaTal &1 o Bi
e g

2ds, ARG, YeTgor 3R IWe¥e] g1goi & fAvg W [T
ST BT AT, SIRehdT g1 T1feT | AR a1 Igd ieh off
IRHR DI U &1 b B g 3 [ 39 TRE & 8Tard ual givl |

HON. CHAIRPERSON : Kanimozhi ji, please try to be brief.

Conclude within a minute.
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... (Interruptions)

SHRIMATI KANIMOZHI KARUNANIDHI (THOOTHUKKUDI):
Sir, the Minister, in his Statement, has clearly told us that they have been
warned of this in the month of January and that they have taken a lot of
steps 1n this regard. I congratulate him for that. He has also mentioned
that there is only one Virology Institute in the whole country, which is in
Pune. I think it is not sufficient because it is a global epidemic. It is an
international threat. We should have this Institute at least in different
zones of the country. I think they had adequate time to establish that and
they should have done that.

I would like to say one more thing. Hospital management is
within the cities. Quarantining of patients 1s done within the city
hospitals. As you are aware, this is the most transmissible disease
compared to MERS and SARS. This is much more transmissible. So,
taking the patients inside the city and quarantining them inside the
hospitals 1s not a right move. I think you should have the required
medical facilities closer to the airports where they can be screened and

other aspects of hospital management can be carried out.

[ think thermal screening is not available in most of the airports. It
1s not there at all. [ have gone myself to the airport to receive people
who came from abroad. Thermal screening was not done there. I think
that has to be done. The swab test 1s also not being conducted. Rather
than having thermal screening, they are asking the people who are
coming back from foreign countries to reveal where all they have

travelled on their own. I think that will not be sufficient.

[ also think that masks are not available. There is a panic among

the people all over the country that masks and medication are not
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available in adequate quantity. Thank you.

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): It is good that the House, after
a four-day hiatus, has gathered in peace to discuss a serious matter
affecting the health of the people. COVID-19 or the Coronavirus
Disease is a new one. Earlier, we had the problem of Ebola virus. This
Coronavirus originated from Wuhan in China and has now spread to

Iran, Italy, South Korea, etc.

T GHTUfS : TRTG 919 MY g&A1d Siforg | fewdt o o s g
gl

Y. T I : 319 A1 U8l Sa-1 SR a1 3| T P! dgd o1
SESIBGI

A gHTUfa: 7 enf of 981 €1

. T I : 319 6 T WG g | 3BT 81 8T 8| B3y Wi
91 9d 3871 ¢ | PUAT 319 399 fewguft 7d sifo | & 2 7 e o

|

Viruses are something which are very small. They cannot be seen

with naked eye. ...(Interruptions) Viruses cannot be seen under
microscope. They can be diagnosed only under electron microscopes.
So, there is no cure to any viral disease. You can do only symptomatic
treatment. One can only try to contain the disease by avoiding physical
contact. Do not shake hands. Keep a three-feet distance. Cover your
eyes, mouth and nostrils. So, these are things which have to be

communicated to the people.

I suggest to the Minister that in every TV channel and radio, there

should be a 15-second clip to advise the people not to panic. There is a
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great panic throughout the country. But so far only 29 people out of 130
crore of population have been positively diagnosed. So, compared to
other countries, in our country the situation is still under control. The
Government of India has taken certain steps, especially with regard to
airports and land ports. But as Shri Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury had
mentioned, ours is a long and porous border and Wuhan in China is

rather close to us.

AT YTl : & A1 TeRior § 98 SFRIY &R 381 § {6 a8
=9t el 81 Wi g1 TRId Hex 7 Rede four 8, 39 W 3!
ﬁ%ﬁé?ﬂ%l Please be pointed and be brief. That is all.

Y. NI I : R, FRT Y19 THT 81 771 g | SRIAT TRRY ¥ BiaR

gIdT 8, PP I & 3R BB U IUcicy Mbadi g | So, you have to

advise the people not to shake hands, keep a three-feet distance, not to

step on the droplets etc.

ot sRfd Trda (a3 afén: AFg 998 W, AT H@4 o 3
faga ¥u ¥ Wede faar g, 39 fau # 39T sifiiF<ad &l gl
I 9gd feed # gara g1 399 JHIYE & §1d U8 g b st d
s b 28 AT gl tifsa €1 safeu SR g AT T g TR i g ==
&H TRW 9 U1 g3 g | H Ue Rehe - & [0 TST g3 § | WIaR
I T S YR g¥R =0 & %Y U €, 3% URaR J8f IR Ufe
g1 3! g8t R T R ¢, I8 THI I 78T 311 X7 &1 3 | T
T® BOR Y Ht SI1eT AT Hd §U € Al TWHR S0! 304 S H dH &
forT =1 B I3T Q) B, 3T THBRI I URAR & w7 Y Trgd
g | 3= 37U WeHe H &gl § [ 07 ST RB &+ ¢4 & fow
S H 910 1 7, Al d 9199 Se 3T, 39! RKid1 9gd I @ o
gl 39 W WPR T HGH 381 5! 82 HiAHIS off 7 aRRIdren &
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forg +ft g1 § dl I8 9gd SHIce 81 SUDI o¥ H U §l SRecYe ©
SPR SR H 3R Y g7 af 33T g

SHRI KANUMURU RAGHURAMA KRISHNARAJU
(NARSAPURAM): Thank you, Chairman, Sir, for giving me an
opportunity to talk on this important subject, which is shaking the whole

world.

In this regard, of course, majority of the things have already been
cleared by our hon. Minister. What I would like to submit here is that all
our traditional Hindu culture, for example, not to shake hands, do
namaste etc. have to be demonstrated ...(/nterruptions) and also adab
...(Interruptions) These are all very good habits ...(Interruptions) All
the Indian culture has to be clearly demonstrated and let there be

advertisement on this ...(/nterruptions)

ot HITA% AR @ATEGT): HH-1G GHTITS Feied, A T3 St =
DR I WR 30 91d 39 §, IUP o 3 IR1 <% Rifaa g1
AT H3 Sft A 8 91d o1 IR A @1 2, & 39 o 370! 94T
AT | 3O QR < Rifad B 1 3 @ H 4 T § | ART T &l
g1 T foh Tamad TR I A Foldll TR b 39d] Bis -1 Pig
gy Aeaqr aifigu | 9igi R Hi 39 aN H UdT Id, 981 IR 39®|
R U BT WA i1 dAleT | 31TSl §HR o & Y™ Tt off ot
fdifad €1 & A=ig w3t S bl 9UTE <aT g fob 3 <=1 ¥ Ugd 31Tl
AR H3t oft fRifqd €1, (oaaum)

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Mr. Chairman, Sir,

we have got a very exhaustive statement from the hon. Health Minister

relating to the preparedness of our country and also what i1s happening

outside.
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For the last two or three decades, virus has become more

pandemic and the earlier diseases that were actually affecting the human
race have subsided to a very great extent because of the exploration that

has been made through medical science.

A number of viruses has affected our country. Indian scientists

were also praised throughout the world when Ebola affected large parts
of Africa.

Today, I would like to impress upon the Government that they
should disseminate information about the exploration our medical
scientists are making to mutate the virus, which has caused this terrible

disease throughout the country:.

We are told that by month of May adequate medicine will be
tested and also brought out in the market. But the panic that has been
created throughout the world and also in our country is this. Is this virus
only confined to the winter season? If it is going to have similar or same

effect also in summer, then there would be no end to it.

What has been also stated is that this virus effects in a major way

those people who are above 60 years. The children are seldom affected.

PROF. SOUGATA RAY : Children are also affected. It 1s children and
old people.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Yes, but it is very miniscule.
When you have a Professor sitting next to you, then you have lot of

suggestions also coming, but they should go to the Government.

Here, I would also like to mention that screening of international

passengers at airports i1s a necessity. We have a screening facility in
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Delhi also, but all airports that have international flights including
Bhubaneswar should have screening facilities as well as quarantine
facilities. When I travelled to Africa, at that time [ was quarantined
before I went there. I was asked to take an injection, and I was

quarantined near the Delhi airport.
PROF. SOUGATA RAY: It was for Yellow Fever.

SHRI BHARTRUHARI MAHTAB : Yes, it was for Yellow Fever.

Now, again you have made a point.

But my suggestion is that quarantine system -- as has been suggested by
hon. Member from DMK -- should not be done in a medical college or
medical facility that is available today where large number of patients /
people visit. It should be exclusive as it was done in Haryana when

Indians came from Wuhan, China.

Therefore, my earnest request is that you should also take the
State Governments along with you; give them advisory; and also
provide certain amount of funding so that they can help in eradicating

this disease.

ot fd=r UTUSy (SRS ®HR TR): Y=dle, TUFTI Heled | HIdS-19
&1 ST UHIU gHR o H T @7 8, T 98 W< 8, Al IMBR A
gOBT I AR AT T9¢ § 39 R AR T 31 gadey fear g,

3qd fore | Tt S &1 g=gaTe <l § |

AR, WX G- 21d g, TR 3RIY 8 fb IRPR 37! TiRar 9
o1 3t U P a1d 88 At 3R I8t I T B fF WREHR A 3T
THIUIE 3 T §, Afp= ST SH HUMHTT (U= 37T FeTdl Ial off
Bl 8| Sl ARG 153U ¥ fHerdr o1, 31 98 500 TUT H &I 38T &
TP IY-T1Y, S gUe AFIeEeR @1 a1d 81 W& 8, T 1S el
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@ 91d 81 38! 8, S f g W 3BT fAme Tt S| S |Us
AFCTSOR 50 ¥UT AT 150 $TY H THeIdr o, 311 a8 500 U &1 Hd
BT 2| I8 R TS HUHGl FHHIHG AT cTHR, 3T UHI B
BIIET IBTHR 3T Sl TR BT 18 & | AR WRBR F RY §
for 39 IR @ T8 Tt oI, Fifeh STl 39 o/ & 9ad TR Al §,
3R 394 g8 hardl g df 9gd ol J el 3R 39! I AT &
SR B

WY dR Y, IR U S aR H IR T 37 YI1d g1 IR U
H B: AN S99 URd gU 81 TRT Fded § T ST UeW # aTs,
TIRUIE R Wt yHd THIFT T8 ST 3R 981 TR aRRIdre &l Uh
X WidT 9¢| 1Y 51, gYb AlSHd diciol H T e gl gyl
TR IRPR I Tg! I R1Y g1 ¢=uarg |

HON. CHAIRPERSON: [ would again and again request all of you to
be brief.

oY SATHT AR 9 (@HTH): 49dTE, DA TR | 3T i Red

fAf e Oee A FTw! feed & U1y sar § & Jded Ta-de A F -
1 TR fore § iR {5y ave ¥ 39! A R 38 81 S5i7
98d 3B e Y W B3 &I Tl 8 3R B3I & Y T ¥ I Fal
fear g, 39 foe # ey Ugd SHi-Rad MR 98d & 4=iarg odl
B 3o IRRY & IR T BRI Th B YT, 39b aR T TRIeHd HBaY
fArf e 3 Rwg fear g1

39 s o 3R A 73 off & IR H oo fSweg g1 S,
gqus | RS 3thaes anT g1 3 A o1 31+l b Sfear & aaw
TeT 3T & | AT 13 oft I 3rthaes Al & IR B AlST Id1 < |
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TEIeY, 3P I1Y-F1Y TR NH-IR degued g g1 3o
St gar o i WORia gfpuHcy iR fhfewa sfpudca &1
ReprRAc g1 ¥ g WPR I BT aredl g 1o T Il & forg
fopfesna SfduHcy SR WW gfdpuricy SMfsued ¢ a1fgul &g
IRDR DI I b T BRI IRIRY Dt AHUTH & foE faviy the
fReftst e Afeu | g0 HifSa gR1 ¢ & b ace o 12 faferaH
ST ol B 8T 8 | S ok Ued Ta-HC B 39 Ui Her ariRy
o forg sfafsued tre et S 91| AT G oAl Sff
4 §gd 381 WHc §arl fob ot | fe--31d 8RR §37 T4t g4
IR P Held B o [l HTH HIIE ¢ | T H U Afed 399
3hae g3 8 | §H AN deld H F1HR 39 dRRY &I AHUH &
fou 1w $7 PR T

TR U 3R Y19 © fob 39 SERI &1 3 Sg A AP+ o oy
TqUC Slacy B ¢IH Bl T GIoT|

HE-TT FHTYTA « 3T 30! 10 GHIW Bifod | i BIs a3
a1 g, ) 3 Rdfie & 3t oievd -8l |

gt 3fRgerer Ared|

ot rfer=r area : gumfa S, # 3! Y=adie <ar § fb o g
3Tt 1 T &1 At foar 81 7 9t At wew f 91d 9 3uA
P! Sledl g1 A HA1 St 3§ 9gd daR! &1 g1 H 30U dA1eqd 4
WHR Y HE [ WHR TR F3 U 9gd W 51 I8 TR SRt
g1...(IYF) 3T T 91 Bl G ST, 3D H1H B gl § 91d B
IR

TEIed, g SHRI g1 & 16 HRd H 38 8| 87 IR U A
¢, I8 SMHRI 3TRTH hd T8 8 | § PR I Hae & e 39
SR &1 331 YR & fob T deb ST Ugd o 3R 39 dHRT &1
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DT S b | TgT 3, 3MUD! R A 3R AR R I T $S 7 Wl
O @7 3R 831 @ | oY Ht TRSR Igd St ¢ | H3l ot - s
UHR Pt qa1Ral &1 &1 Fal 3|

AT GHTUfY : Raawr ShY, 3y gia <ifSm|

ot rfacr=T arga : JuUfd off, I Uew ¥ Wy fqunT &t gred
§8d TR ¢ | IRPR 39 dIART & [T e I ORI HL | Tl D!
3T I (TR Tl ol Sel, dF I8 dIART Seld | gl S| i+t
Ig SR 8T8 S8TS ¥ 3MTs ©, SIgl Whif+11 &1 TR ol &, dfe 39
R $Held el [hal 7T 3R I8 §HRI o gRI TRid! & dig 31 7T,
CRSGIEIRRESEELEI

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, |
thank the hon. Minister for his absolute detailed reply. I would like to

put on record about my State. [ am grateful to the hon. External Affairs
Minister, Dr. Jaishankar who has been very cooperative whenever we
reached out to him to help some people from Iran. I would like to thank

him on behalf of my State.

In the budget for the Health Ministry, monies which are allocated
for epidemic is very abysmal. Could you increase that? I think all the
States, including my State, need support in this regard. There are gaps
with the availability of medication. Is this the time you could help the
States?

In this regard, there are a lot of doctors on various channels; and
there are articles written. You have taken four meetings, which 1s much
appreciated by us. Could you do a daily briefing to the media so that
there is only one story that goes out? In every channel some doctors

saying something. We do not know whom to believe and whom not to
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believe. So, could you take one guideline and speak regularly so that we

all can speak in one voice and follow what the Government gives us.

SHRI HASNAIN MASOODI (ANANTNAG): Sir, through you, I
would like to invite the attention of the hon. Minister to the plight of 350
students from Kashmir who were stranded in Iran. I have taken up the
matter with the Minister of External Affairs; I have met him twice. But
nothing is being done; just a passing reference is made in the statement
made by the hon. Minister. There are one thousand pilgrims from Kargil
and 350 students from Iran who are stranded. They are confined in
hostels and they do not have access to the eatables. The Government, it
appears to me, is unmindful of the plight and no urgency is being shown
at all.

Why should Kashmir be at a receiving end in every sector, be it
political aspirations, be it good governance or be it the sovereign stand

in Iran.

Having regard to sweeping due to the Coronavirus, Iran is next
after China. I want to draw the attention of the Government that they
should have taken steps during last ten days to evacuate and get back the
students. In the clarification, I expect a statement from the hon. Minister

that within a specific timeframe, the students would be called back.

SHRI JAYADEV GALLA (GUNTUR): Many of the hon. Members
have already spoken about the health issues that are arising out of
Coronavirus. My point is that the most important thing is the personal
hygiene and habits for which the awareness needs to be taken across the
country. Also, equally important, we are in the Budget Session, we need
to understand the economic impact of this virus because people are
expecting a global economic impact. Some people are saying that there
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could be a slowdown in the global GDP growth to 1 to 2 per cent. If that
happens, India is not going to be exempt from that. When we are already
looking at our GDP growth going below 5 per cent, because of this
virus, it may come down to 3 per cent and if it comes down to 3 per
cent, what will happen to our economy? This 1s the Budget Session, the

focus needs to be on the economic impact of this virus on our country.

St A I 0N (SHRTEHT) : AFAT GHTIT Sf, g3 @TaT §
fop 73 S ¥ 9gd feca & gugmn § ok S a&id ¥ a1t A=
e o §arm g fb A.dl R SIeHT-3HT Y9R 9d 6l &1 PIs aid
8T ® & ammm 30 f&3t SR A HRAT arRY W I A1 Y I
T garT agT {6 B Y B3 B 3T © Sl o1eR [9ee F AT Tg
TR ¢Id PRI §, 38 d 89 ISP I8 & g X U8 ¢aa ¥ S+
3(T1-30+ o g &1 §, 3T B 31138 © [ 3R §H U1 3
TREUIT 31 & o) X acd Bl 3R 3 AR 2 | & b gd oo feu
ORETH ®RA1 €, 8 (G T 781 ofFT &, df 39 forg & fagwr d=t s
3R e AR @ Revee wlt fob I oX ¢acq a7 HRd §U
O T 39PT THUH 81 3R 7 ¢ad H drdl BT JHIH 8l, 3795
foTe o e WY SR fader 73t St &) TAISY &A1 =ifet & 99 d&
fae=r w=t ot g gRad 7 & fb oe @ fay # w1 o oRkft &13 oft
d1d a1 ©, 3fd 37 ¢qd B Tohd g | 8ARI e AR A Fe18 I
e IR-uid ff & ST & 3 W@ dg [T §U &1 STBT HRU]
CRIBIEIRY

ADV. AM. ARIFF (ALAPPUZHA): Sir, I would like to mention the

experience of Kerala. As far as Kerala is concerned, there were three

persons infected with Coronavirus. They were coming from China. All
the three reported cases were treated very well and they have been

discharged from the hospital. It is well appreciated by the WHO and the
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Central Government. So, I request the Central Government to learn from

the experience of Kerala and follow it everywhere in India.

SHRI E.T. MOHAMMED BASHEER (PONNANI): The hon.
Minister’s detailed statement on the preparedness about tackling the
threat of Coronavirus is good. As correctly pointed out by the other hon.
Members, I also emphasise the need for improving the testing facilities
at the airports itself. Similarly, awareness creation is also very important

in this case.

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Sir, I have three
suggestions regarding tackling Coronavirus. The first suggestion is
regarding the test of Coronavirus. There are two ways to detect a virus,
one 1s through the genetic material, DNA or RNA, and second is to
detect the protein of the virus. The rapid test is to detect the protein. As
Kanimozhi ji has stated, it is quite unfortunate to state that we have only
one institute to check the virus, the National Institute of Virology. We
have virology institute in the State of Kerala in Alleppey which has to be

strengthened and empowered.

[ am getting so many telephone calls from the people from Kuwait.
Those who are coming from Kuwait are not able to travel because they
have to submit a certificate that they are not infected with the
Coronavirus. So, I seek the intervention of the Ministry of External

Affairs so as to resolve that problem. That is number one point.

Secondly, as Arif Ji and Mohammad Basheer Ji have stated, in
Kerala we had three confirmed cases and 2,400 suspected cases. How
were they managed? 1 want to share our experience with the hon.
Minister. All the 2,400 suspected cases were 1solated in their respective

homes, not in a public place. Decentralised management with the help of
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the local bodies 1s required. There is no treatment for this. It can only be
managed. Proper management at the decentralised level with the help of
the local bodies is needed. So, the local bodies have to be taken into
confidence so as to address this issue. Also, the Gram Panchayats and

the local bodies should be provided assistance. Thank you.

ot gTAT AfaTd @ARNR): THUGT ARy, ‘BRI IRRY’ B a8
IR IV P 3 TP g1 H Wy w=f S &F 4=qd1g M| “HRAT
TR ¥ R 9y & @17 9gd S W §, §R I8 BRAT-BRAT B
3{TATST TS < 6! 6| Bgeam & 3fax THT & X8T o7 b S99 &3
THI BRI, e Tt St 3R §HRY WHR A 39 W g0 1t fem|

JUTTfd Heled, ¥ Udh e o oo a1d JHIW BT | ggt
BRFT IR’ & 29 AW & | ‘BRI IR & AN SUTGIR el
T AU G| 39H T TH g 91 Pe- dredl gl S7efiR IS St = e of
f a9 T AgA S A IR, @l .. .x

AT Ui ;

ot g sfFara : Ufa [ ieT, .+ . (aauM)

12.56 > hrs

(At this stage Shri Gaurav Gogoi and some other hon.

Members came and stood on the floor near the Table.)
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AT TUTAR : A1, 98 Hrdarel & e o 38 Sride 3
ora fear 8|

oft ggu afrare : SuTld g8ied, ..+ ... (FIaUT)
AT FHTUF : STH S, 3T 31 B 3B 82

A GHTUTA : GH D HIAdTe! &l Sl db B 08 IR B STl
gl

12.57 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Fourteen of the Clock.

14.00 hrs

The Lok Sabha reassembled at Fourteen of the Clock.

(Shrimati Rama Devi in the Chair)

MATTERS UNDER RULE 377%*
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AT GUTUTS : F99H 377 & 3 ATHAT &) HT Ued U 3G &I
3ITATT UaH D1 STl 8, A1 Taed Fad 377 & S1efi ArHe T
TCAd WS <l
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