7/9/22, 2214 PM about:blank

Seventeenth Loksabha

an>

Title: Need to take steps to improve network connectivity to the existing mobile towers in Odisha.
At 9feR T&aE (Pes): g=iaTs, e 7eey |

Hon. Speaker Sir, since long, Odisha has been a connection-deficit State. The present tele-density of Odisha is 75 per cent
against 90 per cent of all India. There are nearly 51,353 villages, out of which 11,000 villages have no mobile connectivity. The State
has the maximum number of uncovered villages in the country. The quality of mobile connection is a major concern in view of
requirement of data connectivity for citizen-centric applications including digital payment being promoted by the Government. During
this COVID-19 pandemic, all work is being done through digital platform and people are dependent on internet for access to basic
necessities like online education of students, work from home etc. Out of 47,677 inhabited villages, at least 37,737 were connected by
mobile service while the rest 9,940 are uncovered and most of them fall in tribal districts and LWE-impacted districts. The data
connectivity to the existing mobile towers should be improved with special emphasis on tribal and LWE-impacted areas. | urge upon the

Government to address the distress posed by resultant digital divide in Odisha with utmost urgency.
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