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Shri M. V. Kriduuni: Generally,

we are in touch with all the States.
The States will be informed of any 
news °f starvation deaths. We also set
such news in the press often and we
send the information to the concerned
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states to investigate, and we get 
reports from them. So far we have 
sent all the press cuttings we receiv­
ed and it has been proved that they 
were not starvation deaths; in most 
cases* they were natural deaths.
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Bhrl M. V. Krishaappa: It is for the 
State Governments to take any action 
they want As for the truth of the 
reports in the Press, we leave it to 
the public to believe them or not 
Naturally if something is repeated 
agam and again without basis, people 
will lose belief in it.

Mr. Speaker: All that he wants to 
know whether the Central Govern­
ment after inquiry and finding that 
the deaths are not due to starvation, 
publish their findings thus contradict­
ing press reports.

The Minister oi Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): The fact is 
that food is essentially a responsibi­
lity of State Governments When we 
find such newspaper reports, we make 
enquiries from the State Government 
It is for the State Government to pro­
secute the people or take any action 
they like.

Mr. Speaker: Is it published in the 
press that the reports are wrong or 
incorrect7

Shri A. P. Jain: In many cases. 
State Governments have done so.

Pandit D. N. Tiwary: Are Govern­
ment aware that m many cases the 
deaths are not apparently due to star­
vation in the sense that due to star­
vation, other diseases occur and there­
fore, deaths take place? Are such 
deaths published as starvation deaths 
or deaths by disease?

Mr. Speaker: In due course, every 
man dies on account of languishing 
for a number of years.

p^adit D. N. Tiwary: This is really
on account of starvation.

yfx. Speaker: Every disease arises
out of over-feeding or under-feeding.

gjhrl Nagl Beddy: The Minister has 
told us that znoqt of the deaths were 
not starvation deaths. What about 
others? When most are not, then, 
thef* nu*t be some. The rest must be 
starvation deaths.

ghri M. V. Krishnappa: In most
ca8fs they are natural deaths; and 
thâ  means that the other cases are 
geaths due to diseases and various 
oth<er causes.

ghrimati Ila Palchoudhuri: May I
Vwf»w whether Government are aware 
thgt a child of 7 years died in front of 
its mother in Azamagarh and has it 
te^n investigated and what is the 
result?

0hrl A. P. Jain: We have made an
enquiry from the U. P. Government 
an4 they have informed us that no 
starvation deaths have taken place 
th£re

Food Production 
'786. Shrimati Tarkeswari Sinha:

WtU the Minister of Food aad Agri­
culture be pleased to state:

la) what was the estimated target of 
fold production during 1956-57;

(b) the actual increase m the food 
production;

lc) whether there has been a short­
fall in the estimated target; and

(d) if so, the reasons therefor?
The Deputy Minister of Agriculture 

(ghri M. V. Krishaappa): (a) The 
tafget of additional production of food- 
gr#ins during 1956-57 was fixed at 1’37 
million tons that is 1 million tons 
uifder Grow More Food and .37 xnil- 
ll(;n tons under major irrigation.

(b) The actual increase is ectimted 
at 3*64 million tons.

(c) No. On the other hand the tar­
get has been exceeded by 2*27 million 
toP*




