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Shri B. 8. Murthy: While consider-
ing this question, have the latest
figures been called for from the
Municipality, and if so, doeg it show
that Ferozepore has got more than a
lakh population®

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: If I may
say so, the city compensatory and
house rent allowance were fixed on
the recommendation of the Central
Pay Commission in 1847. I believe
another Pay Commission has recently
been appointed and I am sure it will
go into all these aspects

Navigation of Rupnarain

*783. Shri 8. C Samanta: WAll the
Minister of Irrigation and Pewer be
pleased to state:

(a) whether any model experiments
were carried out 1n 1844 to find out
measures to control erosion of the
left bank of the Rupnarain upstream
of the then Bengal Nagpur Railway
Bridge at Kolaghat by means of
deflecting the groyne,

(b) if so, whether after the cons-
truction of the groyne not only erosion
of the left bank completely stopped
but also a deposition of silt 9 to 10
feet depth occurred;

(¢) what 15 the position at present,
and

(d) whether 1t 18 also a fact that at
present the steamers which were run-
ning from Calcutta to Ranichak
beyond Kolaghat, have been rendered
unusable through Kolaghat?

The Minister of Irrigation and
Power (Shri 8. K Patil): (a) to (d)
A statement giving the requisite in-
formation is laxd on the Table of Lok
Sabha [See Appendix II, annexure
No 121]

Shri 8. C. Samanta: Is the hon
Minister aware that though the rail-
way bridge at Kolaghat, has been
saved, another bridge s going to be
constructed some 25 feet away join-
ing the National Highway from
Calecutta to Madras and Bombay? If
so, will the shoaling referred to by the
hon. Minister grow more?
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Shri 8. K. Patil: 1t does not arise
out of this question, but I have no
information about thiz National High-
way.

Shri 8. C. Samanta: In reply to (d),
the Minister has said that nowadays
steamers do not ply from Calecutta to
Ranichak except during high water
levels May 1 know whether during
the last five years any steamer passed
through Kolaghat from Calcutta dur-
ing high water levels?

Shri 8. K. Patll: That was a de-
cision taken by the steamer compani--
es because they found, according to
the notice, uncertainty of navigability
That is why no big steamer communi-
cations have been there, but small
launches go As to whether there is
any danger to the Highway or not, 1
have no information.

Shri 8. C. Samanta: Is it not a fact
that not a single small launch has
passed through this place and steug—
ers from Calcutta go only to Geonk-
hali and Bsnka and no more? If so,
1s the Mmistry taking this into ac-
count to see that shoaling either by
dredging or some other means is re-
moved

Shri 8. K. Patil: The hon. Member
has given information and I shall be
benefited by it
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Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Generally,
we are in touch with all the States.
The States will be informed of any
news of starvation deaths. We also get
such news in the press often and we
send the information to the concerned





