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gers movement through the Assam 
Link in North Eastern Railway; 

(b) whether the Assam Rail-Link 
Sbbilization Committee has submit-
ted its report; and 

(c) if so, th~ main recommenda-
tions of the Committee? 

The D~puty Minister of RaIlways 
(8hr1 Shahnawaz Khan): (a) A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the 
House. [See Appendix III, annexure 
No. 23.) 

(b) and (c). Yes, Sir. The Report 
is under consideration. 

8hrlmati Manjula D~bl: MllY I 
know the number of wagons placed 
on the Assam Rail Link for carrying 
goods to Assam? 

8hr1 Shahnawaz Khan: If the hon. 
lady Member wants to know the 
average number of wagons moved 
daily, I could give it. But as far as 
the number of wagons placed on the 
Line is concerned, I require notice. 

Shrl Manaen: May I know if the 
hon. Railway Minister is aware that 
D t Manihari and Sakrigalli Ghat on 
the Assam R .. il Link, the conditions 
prevailing make the journey by that 
route almost a nightmare? If so, 
are measures taken to improve those 
conditions there? 

The Minister of RaIl ways (8hrl 
Jarjlvan Ram): Whenever there is a 
chsnge from one railway to another, 
or there is a river to be crossed, 
there is inconvenience. As the hon. 
Member is aware, the Mokamah 
Bridge is being constructed over the 
Ganges. 

Shrl Hem Barua: In view of the 
fael that the Assam Rail Link gets 
dislocated due to inundations during 
the monsoon, do Government pro-
pooe to have an alternative railway 
line there, as recommended by the 
Committee? 

8hrl Shahnawaz K1wl: Sir. !be 
report of the Committee has been 
received and it is under conaidera-
flon. 

Shri AmJad All; The Railway 
Minister says ths t they are consider-
ing the report of the Committee. Is 
it one of the recommendations of the 
Committee to construct an alterna-
live line to stabilise this link line? 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: Yes; there 
is such a recommendation. 

Shrlmati Renu Chakravartty: May 
I know within what time the final 
decision will be bken in view of the 
fact that the monsoons are coming 
and there will be dislocation again? 

Shrl IagJivan Ram: As I said in the 
course of the Budget discussions in 
the House, they have an experienced 
omcer exclusively in charge of the 
place for the monsoons and the ques-
tion of stabilization will be taken up 
immedi .. tely after the monsoons. 

Shrl Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther Government propose to speed up 
the works because of the fact that 
the State suffers, on account of the 
disadvantages of the railways, in the 
costs of goods etc. During all th ..... 
19 years the prices of foodgrains and 
other articles are the highest possi-
ble there. 

Shri Jarjlvan Ram: I think Assam 
is not a deficit area. As 1 said we 
are going to take up the question of 
stabilization of the railway line there 
immediately after the monsoons. 

Shrl Hem Barua: May I know whe-
ther it will be speeded up? 

Shrlmatl ManJula Debl: May I 
know when this alternative line Is 
proposed to be established? 

Shrl Jarjlvan Ram: It is too early 
to indicate when it will be taken up 
and completed. 
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8hrl C. K. Bhattaebary:ya: May I 
know whether it is not a fact that 
when they removed the office from 
Calcutta to Gorakhpur an assurance 
was given that no new building will 
be necessary at Gorakhpur for ac-
commodating the sta1!? 

Shrl l.,jlvan Bam: I do not 
remember that an assurance was 
given. But the Railways are expand-
ing and when the number of the 
staff increases, We require more-
buildings. 

8hrl C. K. Bhattacbarn.: Will the" 
hon. Minister keep up the assurance 
that was given by the late Shrl 
Gopalaswamy Ayyangar? 

8hr1 lacjlvan Bam: As I have said, 
even if the assurance were given, ther 
hon. Member should not forget the 
realities. The Railways are expand-
ing and when the number of the stair 
increases, we require additional IIC-
commodation for officer and the stair. 
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