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1 1
Sbri Palaniandi: Som e years ago a

textile factory was closed down in 
Madras. M ay I know  whether any 
step has been taken to reopen it?

Shri M anubhai Shah: There has
been recently a little paucity. About
6 factories are about to close dow n and 
G overnm ent are trying to intervene 
in the matter. W herever practicable, 
agreements are reached between the 
labour and em ployers and w e hope 
that w e w ill be in p position to pre
vent m any o f the closures. That is 
under very constant watch by our 
M inistry.

Shri Shanltariah: May I know  w he
ther any applications have been re
ceived and w hether any investigations

are going on w ith  regard to  a p*p «r 
m ill* in M ysor« Stat«T

Shri M anubhai Shalt: So fa r  no
investigations have been undertaken.

Shri Narayanankutty Menon: M ay
I know whether Governm ent is pre
p e n d  to  consider Individual cases o f  
cloaura 00  merits?

Shri Manubhai Shah: A s I said, the 
policy is that w herever Governm ent 
thinks that it is in national interests, 
they consider it. I f  b y  renovating 
machinery or taking over the adminis
tration and changing hands, it is going 
to be  profitable to national econom y, 
certainly, every case w ill be consider
ed.

Shri V. P. Nayar: There w ere only
3 or 4 units m anufacturing calcium - 
carbide and one of w hich was closed 
down in Kerala. M ay I know  whether 
Governm ent have taken any steps to 
open it?

Shri Manubhai Shah: O f course,
this does not arise from  this parti
cular question. But the hon. M em ber 
knows what efforts Governm ent are 
making in the case of calcium  carbide 
factories. W e are trying to see that 
more and m ore units com e in and w e 
hope that, perhaps, very  soon they 
m ay start production.

Shrines in India and Pakistan
*257. Shri Jhulan Slnha: W ill the 

Prim e Minister be pleased to state 
the amount the Central G overnm ent 
spends annually over the maintenance 
and upkeep o f the Muslim shrines in 
India.

The Deputy M inister o f External 
Affairs (Shrimati Lakshmi M enon):
No expenditure is incurred by the 
Central Government. The G overn
ments o f  Punjab, Rajasthan and Pepsu 
(now  m erged with Punjab) are. 
understood to have incurred an ex 
penditure o f Rs. 33,600/- on M uslim 
shrines in those States. The G overn
ment o f West Bengal are reported to 
have sanctioned Rs. 26,665/- for re 
pairs o f  mosques damaged during the 
disturbances o f  1950.
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Shri Jlmlia State: Besides the
shrines in Pakistan, m *y 1 enquire 
w hether there is any Hindu or  Sikh 
shrine in  other M uslim countries and 
how  they are treated there?

Shrimati I.akuhml Menra: There
are some shrines in Afghanistan.

The Prim e M inister and M inister o f  
External Attain  (Shri Jawaharlal 
N «h ru ): Is the hon. M em ber talking
o f Hindu and Sikh shrines in foreign 
countries?

M r. Speaker: In countries other
than Pakistan.

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: There are 
some in Afghanistan.

tV ft W t e ?  F&evst JP«>4?
-t~

•tsiL /  sh r* V- *’ ■ Nay*r:
\  Shri K odiyan:

W ill the Minister o f Com merce and 
Industry be pleased to state:

(a) whether Governm ent have con 
sidered the possibility o f starting an 
industry to recover useful products 
from  forest w ood  in Kerala State; and

(b ) if  so, what are the prospects o f 
the industry?

The Minister o f Industry (Shri 
Manubhai Shah): (a ) and (b ). A t
present there are 12 approved p ly 
wood units in Kerala State utilising 
the forest w ood there and some of 
them are already expanding and 
diversifying their production. 15 
match factories in the cottage sector 
are also at w ork in that State. There 
is room  for many  m ore such units and 
the proposals are considered as and 
when received.

Shri V. P. Nayar: I want to know 
whether the Governm ent has investi
gated the possibilities of converting 
the w ood waste in the forest and 
utilising it in the recovery o f  useful 
products for industry.

Shri Manubhai Shah: There are
several experiments that are being 
undertaker? in the Forest Research

Institute in Dehra Dun on  this parti
cular issue. T hey are trying to  m ake 
some hard boards and plastics out df 
the wast*. w ood. So far none o f them  
have reached a stage w here industrial 
exploitation could take place.

Shri V. p. Nayar: In the process o f  
extraction o f pa pet, a large part of 
the tree is le ft in the forest and from  
such waste it is possible to extract 
cellulose, w ood pulp and peptic sub
stances \vhich are used in several 
industries. M ay I know whether G ov 
ernment has investigated the possi
bility of starting such industries in 
Kerala?

Shri Manubhai Shah: If  the ques
tion really relates to w ood pulp, there 
is a proposaf for a 10(J ton unit untfer 
consideration. The Nilam pur forest 
in the Kerala State and the forests 
near-aboijt are supposed to have got 
tw o typo, o f trees suitable for this 
type o f bulp.

Shri Heda: In the advanced coun • 
tries, abc>ut ninety per cent of the 
forest w(jod is being used for diffe
rent industrial purposes while, in 
India, th&y say that w e use only 33 or 
34 per cent. Is it a fact, and if so, 
what stefcs are being taken to exploit 
and use >nore percentage o f wood?

Shri Manubhai Shah: When our
country ialso reaches that stage o f  
industrialisation, certainly our results 
will go that much height.

Shri Kfydfygn: M ay I know  whether 
the Government has any idea o f  the 
quantity o f  w ood waste left in our 
forests?

Shri Manubhai Shah: N o idea.
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