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Shri Raghunath Singh: May I know
how old these shipg are?

8hri Raj Bahadur: 12 to 16 years.

Shri R. Ramanathan Chettiar: May
1 know how many “Liberty” ships
the Government of India contemplate
to buy in the course of this year?

Shri Raj Bahadur: I have already
mentioned that it is 12.

Tube-welis in Punjab

*35. Shri Bahadur Singh: Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculiture be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of Tube-wells allot-

ted to Punjab under the 1952 T.C.A.
Scheme;

(b) where all of them have been
constructed and started working;

(c) whether 41 tube-wells construct-
ed in the Samrala area of Ludhiana
District of the Punjab under 1952
T.C.A. Scheme had been working since
they were installed; and

(d) if not, the reasons thereof?

The Minister of Co-operation (Dr.
P. S. Deshmukh): (a) 355.

{(b) All the 355 tube-wells have been
drilled, out of which two bores have
had to be abandoned. 338 tube-wells
have been completed with pumping
sets, 200 energised and 177 are actual-
ly working.

(¢) The number of tube-wells cons-
tructed in the Samrala area is 94. 56
of these are working.

(d) 38 tube-wells in the Samrala
area have not been working for the
following reasons:—

(i) The Zamindars consider that
the present irrigation rate of
three annas nine pies per unit
of electricity consumed in
running the tube-wells as too
high; and

(ii) There has been some delay in
the construction of water
courses on some of the tube-
wells, though the work is now
going ahead.
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Shri Bahadur Singh: May I know
the approximate cost of construction

and the cost of energising each tube-
well?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I want notice
to answer that question.

Shri Bahadur Singh: As the hon.
Minister has said that there are cer-
tain tube-wells which are not working
and which are not being made use of
by. the cultivators, may I know whe-
ther the Government of India is comn-
templating to arrive at any decision
regarding these wells so that the culti-
vators can make use of them?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain): These tube-
wells are sanctioned out of the Aid
Programme and the rupee counter-
part is provided by the Government
of India. Tube-wells are assigned to
the different States and it is for the
State Governments to construct tube-
wells and to work them. In fact, we
took up the matter with the State
Governments, and now, the State
Government in question has appointed
a committee whose report is under
consideration.

Sardar Iqbal Singh: May I know
wheher the Government propose to
give any help or grant so that the
working cost of these tube-wells may
be lowered and water may thus be
made economic to the peasant?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: There is no
proposal for giving any grant, but it
is for the State Government to con-
sider it.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know
what is the average acreage of land
brought under irrigation by the tube-
wells and what is the capacity for
irrigation by these tube-wells?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: On the aver-
age, it is 300 to 400 acres.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: But at pre-
sent, how much land has been brought
under irrigation by tube-weils?

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: I must ask for
notice.
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Shri Dasappa: Do not the Govern-
ment consider that a rate of 3'9 annas
iz too high for irrigation purposes?

Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh: The rates have
to be related to the cost incurred by
the Government.

Shri Dasappa: What then, may 1
know, is the cost per unit that the
Government incurs for these wells?

Shri A, P. Jain: These are all mat-
ters which concern the State Govern-
mente. It is the State Governments,
which generate electricity, that run
the tube-wells. The State Govern-
ment is looking into the cost price of
the water supplied by the tube-wells.
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Shri Karmarkar: 1 am sorry that 1
have to contradict my hon. friend whe
knows these things a little better than
perhaps 1 do. In fact, for a large
part of Delhi, there is no question of
shortage of water. In certain areas
which are newly grown up, there is
shortage, and out of the 18-lakh to
20-lakh population, about 4 lakhs are
getting intermittent supply of water.
In order to meet this shortage in some
of these areas, we are now proceeding
with steps which my hon. friend
knows well, and that is for increasing
the intake of water at present. Now,
we are tying to provide for the future
in the second Five Year Plan for an
estimated population of over 21 lakhs.
But that will be for the future. Now,
the present steps which we are taking
will fructity round about the begin-
ning of 1958, and that will give a
satisfactory supply of water to all
those areas which are having either a
partial shortage or are completely
deprived of filtered water.
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