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Dr. Samantsinhar: My question was
not in Hindi.
Mr. Speaker: The original Question

was in Hindi. (The Answer was
also read in English).
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(a) A statement showing the State-
wise number of service co-operatives
as on 30th June, 1961 is laid on the
Table of the Sabha. [See Appendix
I, annexure No. 29].

(b) Data relating to business car-
ried out, share capital, etc., of primary
agricultural credit societies including
service co-operatives is contained in
the “Statistical Statements relating to
the co-operative movement in India”
published by the Reserve Bank every
year. Copies of the statements are
available in the library of the Parlia-
ment. The latest published data is for
the year 1959-60 ending June, 1960.
Data for the year 1960-61 ending June,
1961 is under compilation in the Re-
serve Bank and will be published in
about 2 or 3 months.

Dr. Samantsinhar: Was there any
probe by the Reserve Bank of India
into their financial position and ac-
counts?

Shri B, S. Murthy: The question
does not arise. It has been accepted
that as many agricultural credit soc-
ieties as possible will be converted
into service co-operative societies. A
plan has been chalked out and it is
now under execution.

Dr. Samantsinhar: Was there any
probe by the Reserve Bank of India?

Shri B. S. Murthy: The Reserve
Bank does not undertake a probe
every now and then into each and
every unit. It undertakes every year
or as and when it deems fit to go, con-
sult and gather information regarding
each society.

Shri Raghubir Sahai: There iz a
general feeling in the country that
service co-operative societies are not
working  satisfactorily, and more
specially for the benefit of the weaker
section of society. What steps are
being taken to make them more effec-
tive and serviceable?

Shri B. S. Murthy; Two points have
been raised by the hon. Member. The
first is that service co-operative societ-
jes are not working well and the other
is that the weaker sections are not



861 Oral Answers

being benefited. I think it is not
intended that service co-operative
societies should and must benefit the
weaker sections. Service co-operative
societies are intended mainly to help
agriculturists, and I am quite sure that
in the two-year programme that has
already been undertaken, they have
done very well.

Shri Supakar: The total number of
service co-operative societies is given
as about 78,000. May we have an idea
of the total business carried on—the
money invested—so that we can have
some assessment of the State of pros-
perity or otherwise of the service co-
operative societies as a whole?

Shri B, S. Murthy: Out of these
78,000 societies, 29,500 are new societ-
ies and 48,500 are old societies which
have been converted into service co-
operatives. 1 do not have figures con-
cerning the business carried on by
them.

Dr. Samantsinhar: After seeing the
working of these societies, do Govern-
ment feel that they should be changed
to the industrial sector from agricul-
ture?

Shri B. S. Murthy: I do not under-
stand the purport of the question.
These are intended for benefiting agri-
culturists. I do not know how service
co-operative societies in villages could
be tacked on to the industrial sector.

Shri Vajpayee: May we know if any
targets in regard to the formation of
service co-operatives have been fixed
and whether those targets have been
achieved in all the States?

Shri B, S. Murthy: The target for
the last two years of the Second Five
Year Plan was 67,400 societies, and
the achievement, as  already stated,
was 78,000—more than the target. As
far as the Third Five Year Plan is
concerned, the target is 87,000 societ-
ies, of which 31,000 are to be organis-
ed and 56,000 are to be revitalised. 1
think we can achieve the target.

Mr. Speaker: Is the 87,000 in ad-
dition to the 78,000?
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Shri B. S. Murthy: Yes. In the last
two years of the Second Plan, we have
achieved more than 78,000, both re-
vitalised and newly started. For the
Third Five Year Plan period, over
and above what we have achieved, we
have a target of 87,000 societies,
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