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specific matter arises, the rest is only 
a hypothetical rna Lter. 

Shrilnati Renu Chakravartty: May 
I know whether the West Bengal Gov-
ernment proposes to open up new 
coal mines wlthin the State? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: I have at-
tempted to reply that in par,s (b) and 
(cJ of the answer I have said that 
they have expressed a desire to ex-
plOit some coal mine in the State of 
West Bengal. 

Shri T. B. Vittal Rao: In view of 
the fact that extension of nurung 
leases has been given to Bengal 
Coa, Company, where is the ol>Jec-
Lion on the part of the Government 
of India to aLow !.he West .Dengal 
Ciovernment to work up new ~ 

Sardar Swaran Singh: So far a. 
cxten>ion of leases to private com-
pames are concerned, that does not 
arlse OUt of this. Merely because 
some extension of lease has been 
granted to some private company, it 
should not be linked with the policy 
of permitting the development of 
mines by a State Government. The 
two are not connected with each other 
at all. 

Shri S. C. Samanta: Which of the 
coal mines have been referred to by 
the West Bengal Government for 
being opened up by them? Have 
the new coal mines in Purulia and 
Bankura Districts been included? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: That is a 
matter of detail. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: The hon. 
Minister referred to the largets ot 
coal production which have already 
been laid down in the Third Plan. 
Since we are short of coal and more 
coal will be welcome, cou'd not the 
targets be revised if the State Gov-
ernment puts farward a project which 
is approved by the Central Govern-
ment? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: If the tar-
gets are revised, this question could 
be considered as to what shOUld be 
the agency for producing that addi-

tional quantity. But at the moment 
the targets are which have been men-
tioned in the Third Five Year Plan 
and which have actually been dis-
cussed in Parliament. 

Shri Subodh Hansda: In view of 
the fact that West Bengal is experien-
cing a shortage of coal that is why 
the West Bengal Government has put 
up a proposal for opening up new 
coal mines, what steps Government 
has taken to meet thls shortage or 
coal in West Bengal'! 

Sardar Swaran Singh: The two 
points have been lllmped together by 
the hon. Member. There are shor-
tages of coa; in West Bengal and in 
other Sta,es as well. That matter 
has been discussed quite often. The 
main difficulty is transport availabi-
lity. Whatever the shortages attempts 
are being made to ration out those 
shortages in an eqUltable manner. 
Addi tiona 1 prodUction to meet the 
requirements of any particular State 
have to be related to the overall 
coal development and utilisation plan 
for the country. We cannot consider 
each State separately. We must have 
an overall national plan. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: May 
know whether the proposals of the 
West Bengal Government that have 
been sent to the Central Government 
have been rejected? 

Sardar Swaran Singh: The hon. 
Member has apparently mis3ed the 
last sentence of my reply to part (b) 
and (c) of the question. I have said 
that the matter is under considera-
tion. 

SuI Gas 

+ r Shri Hem Barna: Shrimati I1a Palehoudhuri: 
'309 j Shri Aj;t Singh Sarhadi: 'l Shri Ram Krlshan Gupta: 

Sardar Iqbal Singh: 
L Shri Raghunath Singh: 

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines 
and Fuel be pleased to refer to the 
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reply given to Starred Question No. 
174 on the 9th August, 1961 and state: 

(a) whether any information has 
since been received from the Govern-
ment of Pakistan for obtainini Sui 
Gas from that country; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 
(c) the Government of India's re-

action thereto? 

The Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Steel, mines aDd Fuel 
(Shri Gajendra PrasacJ. Sinha): (a). 
No, Sir. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

Smi Bern Barua: During April, 
1961 there were exploratory talks 
with the Pakistan delegation on the 
issue of Sui gas. May I know whe-
ther the industrial needs of Pakistan, 
because the Pakistan economy is also 
a developing economy, as also the 
political relations between the two 
countries at present were also discus-
sed during these talks? 

The Minister of Mines aDd on (Shri 
K. D. Malaviya): No, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: How is the hon. 
Minister of Oil concerned with those 
talks? Shri Sarhadi. 

Smi Ajit Singh Sarhadi: Could it 
be taken that the negotiations have· 
broken down? 

Shrl K. D. Malaviya: For all prac-
tical purposes it seems that they are 
not responding now to our desire of 
resuming negotiations. This is all that 
I can say. 

Smi Bern Barua: In view of the 
fact that this gas is available adja-
cent to our border, may I know whe-
ther attempts have been made to dis-
cover similar gas in our areas? 

Shri K. D. Malaviya: We are 
already aware that geologically per-
haps it is possible to find some gas and 
oil on our side. Therefore we are 
taking steps to make our own pre-
parations in this connection and try 
to search gas and oil. 

Smi Barish Chandra Mathur:. May 
know if some French experts have 

visited Jaisalmer area and in view of 
their report and our prospects of fin-
ding our awn gas in Jaisalmer area, 
may I know if we are at lill interest-
ed in SUi gas now? 

Shri K. D. Malaviya: There is no 
report from the French side wltn 
regard to possibilities on this side. We 
have our own assessment made. We 
know about it. The French party 
will come and assist us if we require 
their assistance. Even if we discover 
some gas, there may still perhaps be 
scope for consuming gas from this 
side if Pakistan is desirous of selling 
it to us. 

Air Force CoJlece, IIJderabad 

+ SShri. Ajit Singh Sarhadi: 
0318 Shrl P. G. Deb: 

. l Shri Arjnn Singh Dhadauria 
L Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: 

Will the Minister of Defence be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that an Air 
Force College at Hyderabad is being 
established; 

(b) if so, how much amount has 
been sanctioned for the same; and 

(C) other details of the scheme? 

The Minister of Defence (Shrl 
Krishna Menon): (a) A proposal for 
this purpose has been accepted. IlIld 
is being examined. 

(b) No amount has been sanction-
ed so far. 

(c) Details of the scheme are being 
worked out. 

Shrl Ajit Singh Sarhadi: May 
know whether there is any proposal 
under consideration to have an Air 
Force College somewhere else also 
besides Hyderabad? 

Shri Krishna Menon: No, Sir. Not 
of this type. 

Shri Tangamani: May I know 
whether this college will coordinate 
the various trainin& centres which we 




