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Dr. p. Subbarayau: That was what 
I said. All the same, we have got to 
think of everything that can be done 
to keep the Calcutta port alive. 

Mr. Speaker: He may make en-
quiries. 

Food Supply In States 

+ 
r Shri Subodh HIUISda: 

'653.1 Shri C"naudra .ShaDkar: Shri R. c. MaJhi: 
Shri s. c. Samanta: 

Will the Minister of Food and Acrl-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether austerity measures 
for foOd supply in States have been 
withdrawn completely; 

(b) if not, whether any relaxation 
has been given; and 

(c) if so, the nature of relaxation 
given On the restriction order? 

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukh): (a) to (c). Except 
for Jammu and Kashmir, the auste-
rity measures have been completely 
withdrawn in all the States. In 
Jammu and Kashmir also all auste-
rity measures other than the Guest 
Control Order have been withdrawn. 

Shri Subodh Hansda: Since the 
austerity measures have been with-
drawn, may I know whether free 
movement of foodgrains will be allow-
ed from State to State without putting 
~n  zonal restrictions? 

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: There is no 
control on the movement of any food-
grains, except rice in certain places, 
and that too is going to be removed 
very soon. 
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Mr. Speaker: As far as possible, 
words may be used which I also may 
be able to understand. 

The Minister of FOOd and Agricul-
ture (Shri s. K. Patil): Long back, 
I had written to all the State Govern-
ments that there was abSOlutely no 
reason for any control or any restric-
tion w ha tsoever. In spite of it, if any-
body has kept it, it is his choice, not 
mine. 
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Shri Balraj Madhok: The Minister 
of Agriculture in Jammu and Kashmir 
has stated that the food production 
there has increased so much that they 
tl{) not need any import from the rest 
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of the country. In view of that state-
ment, may I know whether we shall 
still be sending subsidised food there? 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister has 
already replied to the question saying 
that except in regard to rice in some 
cases, the control on movement has 
been removed. 

Shri Balraj Madhok: That is a 
different question altogether. My 
point is that we are sending subsidised 
food there. But the hon. Minister of 
Jammu and Kashmir says that they 
do not require anything, because they 
have surplus produciion. I want to 
know what the situation is. 

Shri S. K. PatiI. That is the state-
ment of the Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir, who is different from me. 

Shri Balraj Madhok: The point is 
that they have surplus and still we 
are sending subsidised foOd there at 
the cost of others. 

Shri Ranga: Probably they want to 
keep down the prices. . 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhori: The 
hon. Minister is reported to have made 
a statement some time back that Gov-
ernment feel that there is no longer 
any scarcity of foodgrains and very 
soon it would be a problem of export 
of surplus foodgrains. May I know 
whether that statement was made in 
view of the immediate surplus that 
he has in hand or whether it was a 
long-range thing which he envisaged? 

Sbri S. K. PaW: I do not know 
what statement the hon. Member is 
referring to. But, surely, I have 
always said, and I would repeat it 
now, that the problems of surpluses 
are more difficult than even the prob-
lem of shortages. We have in one 
or two sectors of foodgrains, the 
problems of surpluses they are Very 
difficult. It was in a general sense 
that statement was made and I do 
not think that it was made in parti-
cular sense. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Apparently, 
it appears that we are reaching a 
state of self-sufficicency. I want to 
know whether as a result of this, 
there will be cut in the imports and 
if so, to what extent. 

Shri S. K. PaW: This question has 
often been asked. The imports that 
are there and which are scheduled to 
continue for three or four years 
would be there. It is as a result of 
that that the situation has arisen, and, 
therefore, surely, that part of it 
would not be withdrawn. 

Shri Chlntamoni Panigrahi: May I 
know whether in view of this position 
Government have decided to abolish 
also the West-Bengal-Orissa food 
zone so far as rice is concerned? 

Shri S. K. PaW: I would very 
much like that even the rice zone 
becomes one zone for the whole of 
the country. But the trouble is that 
we have to wait for three or four 
years. Unless the situation stabilises, 
it is no use taking this step. The 
crops were good in West Bengal for 
a year or two, and even this year, 
they have been extraordinarily good, 
but I am not sure that  that would 
be the case next year. Further, rIce 
is not in such abundant supply any-
where in the world. Therefore, so far 
as rice is concerned., I think that we 
have got to be a little more careful. 

AgricuItlU'lll Implement. 

+ r Shri R. C. Majhi: 
'654. ~ Shri S. C. Samanta: 
L Shri Subodh Bansda: 

Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal 
to replac;e existing agricultural im-
plements at present; 

(b) if so, what steps Government 
are taking to replace them; and 

(c) by what time the new and 
modern implements such as garden 
tractor and walking tractors will be 
available to the agriculturists? 

The Minister 01 Agriculture (Dr. 
P. S. Deshmukb): (a) to ~ . A state-
ment is laid On the Table of the Sabha. 
[See Appendix II, annexure No. 58]. 




