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Muslim Population in Assam
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Will the Minister of Home Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) how great increase in Muslim
population of Assam is explained;
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(b) to what extent it is due to
unauthorised immigration from Pakis-
tan; and

(c) what >steps are being taken to
purge Assam of this element and stop
future unauthorised immigration?

The Minister of Home Affairs (Shri
Lal Bahadur Shastri): (a) to (c).
The population figures of 1961 Census
according to religion have not yet
been tabulated but the work has been
taken in hand. It is only after these
figures become available that it would
be possible to say with certainty
whether there has been any marked
increase in the Muslim population of
Assam and the reasons therefor. In
the meantime, necessary steps have
been taken to tighten up vigilance on
the border to check unauthorised
immigration from Pakistan. Such
Pakistani infiltrants as are found in
Assam are being dealt with under the
appropriate law.

Defective Oil Pipeline
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Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
and Fuel be pleaseds to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that
twenty-five to fifty per cent of the
pipes supplied by the Rourkela Steel
Plant meant for the pipeline to
Gauhati Refinery have been rejected
as being below specification;

(b) if so, whether any enquiry has
been conducted into the same; and

(c) the result of enquiry?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
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Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a) No,
Sir. Pipes are inspected and passed
at the plant itself by the inspection
agency. Rejections which vary from
month to month are nothing abnor-
mal. It only means that the pipes do
not pass the rigid API specifications.
Pipes which do not pass the API test
can be used for other commercial
purposes.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Neyveli Project

Shri Kunhan:
*181.9 Shri T. B, Vittal Rao:

Will the Minister of Steel, Mines
and Fuel be pleased to state:

(a) when the full scale mining
operations will be undertaken at
Neyveli;

(b) what is the estimated cost per
ton of lignite: and

(c) the likely output at the end of
the year?

The Minister of Steel, Mines and
Fuel (Sardar Swaran Singh): (a)
The full scale mining of lignite is
expected to commence by March, 1964,
when all the lignite consuming units
of the Integrated Lignite Project, viz.
thermal power station, fertiliser plant
and the briquetting and carbonisation
plant, are expected to go into full
production.

(b) Rs. 10 per ton at the pit head,
according to present estimates.

(c) The likely output of lignite at
the end of this year would be about
25,000 tons per month. This is the
quantity required for the first unit of
the thermal power station which will
be commissioned by the end of the
year.

Bhilai Steel Plant

*182. Shri Indrajit Gupta: Will
the Minister of Steel, Mines and Fuel
be pleased to state:

(a) whether an accident involving
‘workers of the coke oven plant at





