3138 Written Answers

to seamen serving on foreign going
ships;
(b) whether

Seamen’s  Welfare

Board has protested to the Director

General of Shipping; and
(¢) if so, with what result?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Transport and Communications
(8hri Raj Bahadur): (a) and (b).
No, Sir.

(¢). Does not arise.

Locust invasion in Calcutta

Shri D. C. Sharma:
*599. Shri Aurobindo Ghosal:
Shri Muhammed Elias:

Will the Minister of Food and
Agriculture be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that locusts
invaded some parts of Calcutta to-
wards the end of the month of Janu-
ary, 1961;

(b) it so, the cestimated 1loss to
crops thereby;

(¢) whether it is also a fact that
no warning was given to farmers of
the locust invasion as there is no
arrangement to detect locust swarms
in that area; and

(d) if so, the steps proposed to be
taken in future in this direction?

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr.
P. 8. Deshmukh): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Information not available yet.

(c) This is the first time that locust
swarms came over to West Bengal
from East Pakistan during winter
season. Due to unpredictable move-
ment of the locust swarms and short
duration of their flight, it was not
possible to issue any prior warning.

(d) A statement showing the
arrangement made in this direction is
laid on the Table of the Sabha.

STATEMENT

1. To exchange the locust Infor-
mation through the fortnightly locust
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situation bulletins of India and Pakis-
tan.

2. To exchange brief weekly locust
situation report for immediate infor-
mation and action on the part of the
other country.

3. To exchange the locust informa-
tion telegraphically in respect of the
border areas of both the countries.

4. To hold a meeting of the repre-
sentatives of India and Pakistan perio-
dically to review the locust situation
in the neighbouring countries and to
make an assessment of the incursions
into India and Pakistan so as to make
preparations accordingly.

Rural Life Insurance

Shri Harish Chandra
Mathur:
¢600. { Shri Osman Ali Khan:
Shri Kodiyan:
L Shri Assar:

Will the Minister of Community
Development and Cooperation be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any
plan for Rural Life Insurance through
the agency of Panchayats; and

(b) what is the reaction of State
Governments to the scheme?

The Deputy Minister of Community
Development and Cooperation (Shri
B. S. Murthy): (a) and (b). The trans-
fer of the question has been accepted
by the Ministry of Finance, who are
dealing with the subject and it would
be answered by the Minister of
Finance on a subsequent date.

Manufacture of Diesel Locos
(Sllrl Ram Krishan Gup*a:
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Starred Question No. 368 on the 23rd
November, 1860 and state the nature
of progress made so far in setting up
a plant to manufacture Diesel Loco-
motives in India in the Public Sec-
tor?

The Deputy Minister of Rallways
(Shri Shahnawax Khan): Following
the decision of the Government to
produce diesel locomotives in the
Public Sector, a Committee of Ex-
perts was set up to prepare broad de-
tails of the project. The Committee
has submitted its report, which is un-
der consideration of the Ministry of
Railways.
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*803. 8hri Tridib Kumar Chawdhuri:
Will the Minister of Health be
pleased to state:

(a) what was the total amount of
money allocated for purposes of pre-
vention of Tuberculosis and other
measures for combating the disease
during the First and B8econd Five
Year Plans:

(b) whether it is a fact that out of
the amount allocated during the
Second Plan period not more than
Rs. 6 crores could be spent uptill
now;

(¢) in what proportion this money
was allocated to (i) the Central Gov-
ernment, (ii) the various State Gov-
ernments and (iii) the different T.B.
Associations in the various States;
and

(d) the reasons for the shortfall in
expenditure?

The Minister of Health (8hr
Karmarkar): (a) The total amount
allocated for T.B. Schemes during the
First and Second Five Year Plans is
Rs. 482'99 lakhs and Rs. 1507 02 lakhs

respectively.

(b) The information regarding the
amount spent by the States on T.B.
Schemes is not available. However,
from a general evaluation of the
physical achievement of targets dur-
ing the Second Plan, it is estimated
that there is a shortfall in the utili-
sation of the funds allocated for T.B.
Schemes.

(¢) The a'location for T.B. Schemes
between the Centre and the States
during the First and Second Five
Year Plans works out to 1790% &
82.1% and 21.3% and 78.7% respec-
tively. No allocations are made to
State T.B_ Associations.

(d) The shortfall is mainly due to:

(i) slow implementation of the
schemes by the Biate Gov-
ernments;

(1) difficulty in procuring X-Ray
and other equipment; and

(11) pon-availabllity of trained

personnel





